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LETTERS  OF  AN  ETON  BOY. 

FOURTH    FORM— FIRST   IMPRESSIONS. 

I. 

Eevd.  T.  F.  Elder's 

Eton  College 

Sunday  Sept.  24:th. 
My  dear  Papa, 

I  hope  you  are  all  quite  well  at  home, 

I  am  quite  well.     I  have  taken  Upper  Middle 

Fourth  which  I  hope  will  please  you.    I  got 

here  all  safe  on  Wednesday  night,   and  did 

not  lose  any  of  my  luggage.    The  other  fellows 

with  me  in  the  carriage  were  I  think  all  new 

fellows  too  but  we  did  not  talk  at  all  on  the 

way    down.    I    like    Eton    awfully.    I    have 

got  a  jolly  room  but  it  is  not  very  large.    Mrs. 
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Cottern  who  was  boy's  maid  when  you  were 
here  says  that  it  is  the  one  that  you  once 
had.  My  tutor  sent  for  me  the  first  night 
and  said  he  was  very  pleased  to  have  the  son 
of  his  old  puppil.  He  is  awfully  nice.  He  is 
the  oldest  master  here  now  except  Dashbridge. 
He  is  very  pleased  at  the  place  I  have  taken. 
There  are  twenty  fellows  in  the  house  and 
there  are  four  below  me  though  I  am  the 
youngest  which  I  am  very  proud  at.  None 
of  the  other  fellows  had  their  fathers  here. 
It  will  be  funny  wont  it  when  your  and  my 
names  are  both  up  on  the  staircase.  There 
are  only  two  other  new  fellows  besides  me. 
One  is  named  Key  and  the  other  is  called 
Skippert.  I  mess  with  Key.  His  father  is 
a  clergyman  in  Buttershire  and  knows  about 
Uncle  Alfred.  He  has  only  taken  third  form. 
Skippert  is  cousin  of  a  fellow  who  was  here 
before  named  Waters.  The  other  fellows  I 
like  best  are  Rappy  Middleham  and  Vaynor. 
Our  Captain's  name  is   Parsons  the  next  to 
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him  is  Bennett  and  the  next  Oakton  Major 
who  is  my  fag-master  but  of  course  I  don't 
begin  fagging  till  a  fortnight  as  that  is  my 
priviledge.  Thursday  was  a  whole  holiday 
for  Saint  Matthew  but  I  was  in  for  my  examin- 
ation so  it  was  no  good.  We  began  football 
yesterday.  It  was  very  hot.  We  play  quite 
different  rules  to  what  we  did  at  Tadby's  but 
of  course  I  knew  a  good  deal  about  them  from 
what  you  had  told  me.  Please  may  I  have 
an  order  for  a  change  coat  and  may  I  have 
a  cap  and  two  flannel  shirts  as  we  have  to 
have  them  and  yesterday  I  had  to  wear  some 
of  the  other  fellows  things  and  they  are  all 
much  bigger  than  me.  We  play  with  Phillip's 
and  Popton's.  The  Captain  of  our  football  is 
Hyland.  He  is  quite  old  about  nineteen  I 
should  think  but  he  is  only  in  Upper  Fourth. 
I  havent  seen  Charlie  Shirburn  yet  but  he 
came  here  when  I  was  in  pupil  room  yesterday 
and  I  am  going  to  breakfast  with  him  and 
Alfred  Rivers  on  Wednesday.    Now  I   must 
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stop  so  I  will  say  Goodbye  with    best    love 
to  all  and 

I  remain, 

Your  AfFate  Son 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 

II. 

Eevd.  T.  F.  Elder's 

Eton  College 

Bucks. 

Sunday  Oct.  22. 
My  dear  Susan, 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter 

which  I  received  quite  safe.    I  hope  you  are 

all  quite  well  at  home.     I  am  getting  on  all 

right  and   enjoying   myself  awfully.     I   have 

made  friends  with  all  the  fellows  at  my  tutors 

and  like  them  very  much  except  one  or  two. 

I  have  been  fagging  a  fortnight  and  ihree 

days  and  am  quite  acomplished.     I  can   lay 

a  table  quite  well  and  fry  eggs.    It  will  be 

very  useful  if  I  go  into  the  Army.     Oakton 
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my  fag-master  is  awfully  jolly.  He  is  in  the 
boats.  I  heard  him  tell  Dodson  I  was  the 
best  fag  he  ever  had  which  is  a  great  thing. 
This  is  such  a  funny  house  with  winding  pas- 
sages in  and  out  like  a  labbyrint  and  rooms 
in  all  sorts  of  odd  corners.  One  fellow  called 
Vaynor  has  a  room  which  has  got  the  door 
like  a  cupboard  under  the  staircase  and  it  is 
like  a  cupboard  when  one  has  got  in.  My 
room  is  on  the  top  story  but  one.  It  is  the 
same  Papa  had  once.  At  the  top  is  a  big  wide 
staircase  where  Papas  and  all  the  other  old 
fellow's  names  are  cut  up.  We  have  awful 
fun  in  the  evenings  with  passage  football  but 
sometimes  my  tutor  comes  up  in  the  middle 
and  the  night  before  last  we  had  only  just 
time  to  rush  into  the  rooms  and  pretend  to 
work  and  Middleham  forgot  to  light  his  candle 
but^ortunitly  my  tutor  did  not  seem  to  notice. 
I  am  rather  good  at  passage  football.  I  like 
it  better  than  real  football  because  we  have 
more  chance  of  getting  the  ball.    There  are 
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so  many  fellows  in  our  game  that  no  one  gets 
it  only  the  big  fellows  and  we  have  to  run 
up  and  down  after  it  all  the  time.  We  have 
to  play  five  times  a  week  and  last  Thursday 
as  I  did  not  know  we  were  obliged  I  went 
up  to  town  for  a  walk  in  the  Park  with  a  fellow 
in  my  division  called  Severn  and  when  I  got 
back  Bennett  licked  me  for  shirking  which 
I  think  was  a  beastly  shame  as  I  had  not  been 
told.  But  Hyland  who  is  our  real  football 
Captain  got  in  an  awful  rise  and  gave  Bennett 
an  awful  rowing  for  interferring  and  some 
of  the  fellows  say  he  will  get  into  a  row  about 
it  as  he  is  only  a  Lower  boy  and  Bennett  is  in 
Upper  Division  but  I  hope  he  wont  as  I  dont 
want  him  to  get  into  a  row  for  my  sake.  Mind 
this  is  quite  a  secret  and  you  musnt  tell  Papa 
or  anyone  as  that  would  be  sneaking.  Hyland 
comes  to  me  for  construes  of  his  work  which 
is  a  great  honour  as  he  plays  for  the  school. 
We  have  to  learn  all  our  work  in  pupil  room 
and  I  dont  know  what    people  mean  when 
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they  say  no  one  works  at  Eton  as  though  we 
are  not  in  school  all  day  we  have  very  little 
time  really  to  ourselves.  I  am  up  to  a  master 
named  Ashwell  in  Upper  School  which  was 
where  all  the  School  went  in  Papa's  time  except 
liOwer  School  but  now  it  is  only  used  for 
Fourth  Form.  Almost  all  the  fellows  in  my 
division  are  new  fellows  but  there  are  four 
at  the  top  who  came  last  half  and  give  them- 
selves great  airs  which  I  call  rediclus.  I  sit 
between  a  fellow  called  RyclifF  and  Severn 
who  I  told  you  about.  I  like  both  but  Severn 
the  best.  Charlie  Shirburn  is  in  Watford's 
Division  the  next  above  mine.  Now  I  must 
go  to  chapel  so  Goodbye  and  give  my  best  love 
to  all  and 

I  remain 

Your  loving  Brother 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
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III. 

Rev.  T.  F.  Elder 

Eton  College 

Bucks. 

October  2>\st. 
My  dear  Papa, 

I  am  sorry  I  did  not  write  last  Sunday 
but  I  had  such  a  lot  of  Sunday  questions  to 
do  besides  private  and  I  was  prsepostor  which 
you  know  is  a  very  responsable  position.  I 
am  working  very  hard  now  because  my  tutor 
says  I  am  good  enough  to  go  in  for  a  double 
into  Remove  and  I  am  sapping  all  the  work 
up  for  Trials  as  they  begin  in  twenty  days  from 
now.  There  are  a  lot  of  us  at  my  Tutor's 
in  for  trials  but  no  one  but  me  is  going  in  for 
a  double.  I  hope  I  shall  get  through.  I 
have  made  up  my  mind  to  become  a  sap  and 
I  dont  think  it  will  be  hard  as  the  others 
dont  mind  it  at  all  and  they  come  for  con- 
strues to  me  before  pupil  room.  I  have 
stopped  messing  with  Key  as  we  did  not  get 
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on.       My  great  friends  are  Vaynor   Oakton 

Minor  and  a  fellow    called   Ducasnel    whose 

ancestors  were  Hugenots  and  fled  from  France 

in  a  barrel  and  is  very  clever  about  engines 

and  chemistry  and  all  those  kind  of  things. 

I  think  I  v:  ;ild  Hke  to  be  an  engineer  when 

I  grow  up.      Ducasnel  says  it  is  one  of  the 

best    things    to    get    on   at    now.      Vaynor's 

father  is  an  M.P,  and  is  a  Conservative  like 

us  so  we  take  a  great  interest  in  poUitics.    I 

hate  Gladstone.     I  see  a  good  deal  of  CharHe 

Shirburn  and  we  generally  go  for  walks  on 

Sunday   in   the   Long   Walk    or    somewhere. 

I  also  see  the  Tattertons  and  Alfred    Rivers 

who  are  at  Sheriffs  too.    Alfred  Rivers  and 

Tatterton  major  are  both  able  to  call  Lower 

Boy'  now.      On  half  holidays  we  always  play 

football.      We  have  a  very  good  Lower  Boy 

eleven  for  the  cup  and  we  expect  to  win  it. 

There  is  only  one  house  which  has  as  big  an 

eleven  as  we  have  that  is    Dashbridges  and 

it  is  expected  that  we  shall  be  in  the  final  to- 
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getlier.  Of  course  I  am  not  in  the  eleven 
as  I  am  too  small.  All  the  fellows  who  are 
in  it  are  quite  big  and  old  and  three  of  them 
called  Hyland  Coster  and  Pondleigh  have 
got  their  colours.  There  is  a  rumour  that  a 
great  many  of  them  will  have  to  leave  if  they 
cant  get  into  Fifth  Form  soon  as  the  Head 
is  going  to  supperanuate  them.  It  will  make 
a  great  difference  to  my  Tutor  and  I  think 
he  looks  sad  about  it.  I  think  it  is  a  beastly 
shame.  Please  give  my  love  to  all  and  so 
Goodbye  and 

I  remain 

Your  afFecte  son 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
P.S. — I  have  found  your  name  in  Upper  School. 
It  is  at  the  back  of  the  corner  of  Todbury's 
desk  at  the  end  of  the  room.  I  shall  have 
my  name  put  there  when  I  leave. 
P.P.S. — Can  you  please  send  me  some  money 
for  stamps. 


YEAR.]  AN  ETON  BOY.  11 

IV. 

c/o  The  Revd.   T.  F.  Elder 

Eton  College 

Bucks 
Sunday  November  26th. 
Dearest  Grandmama, 

Please  forgive  me  for  not  writing  to 
thank  you  for  the  beautiful  hamper  you  sent 
me  before  but  I  have  been  in  for  Trials  all 
this  week  that  is  the  examination  for  Remove 
which  my  Tutor  let  me  go  in  for  a  half  before 
I  ought  as  he  thought  I  was  good  enough, 
and  I  had  no  time  besides  I  had  no  stamps. 
It  was  very  much  apreciated.  I  have  fin- 
ished the  cake  and  the  pie  and  most  of  the 
ham  and  jam  and  they  were  all  excellent. 
I  like  this  awfully.  It  is  quite  diflferent  to 
Mr.  Tadby's  which  of  course  was  only  a 
private  school  and  this  is  a  pubUc  one.  We 
all  live  in  seperate  houses  and  each  have  our 
own  room  with  our  own  furniture  and  things 
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and  all  private.  My  room  is  not  so  big  as 
some  are  about  the  size  of  the  dressing-room 
at  your  house  and  in  it  I  have  my  bed  which 
shuts  up  in  the  day  time  and  a  bureau  and  a 
sock  cupboard  where  we  keep  our  china  and 
food  and  a  washing  stand  and  we  are  given 
a  chair  and  table  and  I  spent  18  &  6  of  the 
pound  you  gave  me  on  an  armchair.  Then 
there  are  our  pictures  and  chimney  ornaments 
and  things.  We  have  our  breakfast  and  tea 
in  our  own  rooms.  Every  boy  is  allowed  a 
quarter  of  a  pound  of  tea  and  a  pound  of  sugar 
every  week  and  every  morning  and  evening 
we  have  three  rolls  and  some  butter  given  us, 
anything  else  we  have  to  buy  for  ourselves 
which  makes  hampers  like  you  sent  me  very 
exceptable.  The  rolls  are  very  soft  we  only 
eat  the  outside,  the  inside  is  useful  to  throw 
at  cats  or  other  boys  when  we  are  rotting. 
We  have  dinner  at  2  and  supper  at  9  in 
my  tutor's  dining-room.  Mr.  Elder  my  tutor 
and  his  wife  Mrs.  Elder   dine  with  us.      The 
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food  is  very  good.  When  we  have  finished 
we  make  a  Httle  bow  to  Mrs.  Elder  and  then 
we  can  go  out  to  our  work  or  whatever  it  is. 
Besides  getting  my  own  breakfast  I  have  to 
lay  the  table  and  cook  for  my  fagmaster  who 
is  called  Oakton  Major  because  he  is  the  oldest 
of  the  two  but  is  a  very  kind  master  and  I 
get  on  very  well  with  him.  I  can  cook  eggs 
and  bacon  and  sausages  very  well  now,  I  will 
show  you  when  you  next  have  me  to  stay. 
Besides  fagging  at  meals  we  have  to  fag  when 
the  Upper  boys  want  us.  They  call  lower 
boy  in  the  passage  and  we  all  have  to  run 
and  the  one  who  gets  there  last  has  to  go. 
Anyone  who  doesnt  go  is  punished.  We 
have  to  get  up  at  7  and  go  into  school 
at  half  past  seven  to  half  past  eight  then  we 
have  breakfast  and  go  to  chapel  at  a  quarter 
past  nine  then  we  have  pupil  room  till  a  quarter 
past  eleven  and  go  into  school  again  till  twelve. 
Then  from  twelve  to  two  which  is  called  after 
12    we    have    pupil    room    or    play    football 
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and  at  2  have  dinner.  In  the  afternoon 
we  go  into  school  from  three  till  a  quarter 
to  four  and  then  we  work  or  go  up  town  or 
talk  in  the  house  till  a  quarter  past  five  then 
we  go  into  school  till  six.  Then  we  have  tea 
and  after  that  we  prepare  our  work  for  the 
next  day  in  our  own  rooms  or  in  pupil  room 
and  at  nine  we  have  supper  and  after  that 
prayers  and  at  10  we  go  to  bed.  On  half 
holidays  that  is  Tuesday  Thursday  and 
Saturday  we  have  school  after  chapel  to  half 
past  10  and  in  the  afternoon  we  only  have 
absence  which  means  we  have  all  to  be  present 
for  calling  over  at  3  and  then  we  play 
football  till  lockup  which  is  at  5.  We 
have  a  whole  holiday  on  saints  days  but  we 
generally  have  pupil  room  all  the  morning 
so  it  does  not  give  us  much  more  time.  On 
Sunday  we  have  a  long  He  till  8  and  have 
chapel  and  dinner  at  1,  and  in  the  evening 
we  do  Sunday  questions  and  prepare  our 
Greek  Testament.     I   am  doing  St.  Matthew 
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in  the  original  Greek.  I  do  not  go  to  the 
big  Chapel  but  to  Fourth  Form  chapel  which 
is  very  cold  and  ugly  but  I  hope  to  be  in  big 
chapel  next  half  if  I  get  into  Remove.  Cousin 
Peter  Santley  asked  me  to  breakfast  two  weeks 
ago  which  was  a  great  honour  as  he  is  going 
to  be  in  the  Eleven  next  year  very  likely  and 
he  is  quite  high  up  in  the  school.  He  was 
very  kind  and  asked  me  how  you  were  and 
told  me  to  give  you  his  kind  rememberances 
when  I  wrote  to  you.  There  is  another  boy 
at  this  house  who  is  a  cousin  of  his  but  he 
does  not  know  you.  His  name  is  Davis. 
He  says  he  is  his  cousin  on  the  other  side  so 
I  suppose  that  is  it.  Some  of  the  fellows 
here  are  very  big.  I  know  nearly  all  of  them 
by  sight  now.  Some  have  quite  large  whiskers 
and  mustarches  which  look  older  than  the 
masters  but  of  course  they  cant  be  more  than 
nineteen  as  they  would  have  to  leave.  My 
master  in  school  is  called  Mr.  Ashwell.  He 
is  very  nice  but  he  is  very  dellicate  and  we 
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often  have  to  go  to  some  of  the  other  masters 
which  I  dont  hke  as  we  have  not  learnt  their 
ways.  I  hope  I  have  got  through  my  Trials 
but  it  has  been  a  great  strane  and  I  hope  I 
shant  get  ill.  I  would  be  very  grateful  if  you 
think  you  could  ask  me  up  for  leave  next 
Saturday  as  I  think  a  thorough  rest  would 
do  me  good  and  I  would  hke  to  see  you.  I 
have  rather  a  cold  which  I  am  afraid  I  have 
caught  going  to  chapel.  With  best  love 
Your  loving  Grandson 
Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
P.S. — If  I  may  come  for  leave  will  you  write 
at  once  to  the  Revd.  T.  F.  Elder  Eton  College 
and  say  you  are  my  Grandmother  as  he  will 
want  to  know. 

P.P.S. — Thursday  is  a  whole  holiday  but  it 
is  Oppidans  and  Collegers  which  is  a  very 
important  day  here  so  Saturday  will  be  the 
best. 
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REMOVE— SETTLING   DOWN. 

V. 

Revd.   T.  Elder's 

Eton  College 

Sunday  Jan.  26 
Dear  Papa 

I  am  writing  to  say  I  got  back  all  right 

on  Wednesday  without  any  adventures.    Dobbs 

and  Waters  and  Skippert  were  in  my  train 

and  we  had  a  fly  up  together    but  the  man 

wanted  to  charge  us  each  as  if  we  had  a  seperate 

fly  but  Dobbs  and  Waters  made  such  a  row 

that   he   took   five    shiUings.      I   am   up   to 

Matthews  this  half.     He  is  a  great  cricketer 

and  used  to  be  in  the  Eleven  and  he  is  very 

popular  so  I  think  I  shall  Hke  him.      We  are 

up  in  the  New  Schools  which  were  not  built 

in    your    time.    We    do    in    Remove    Mark, 

Homer's  Odyssey,  Horace's  Odes,  and  we  have 
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to  do  a  map  every  week  and  our  verses  are 
half  sense.  We  have  the  Minstrel  Boy  by 
Scott  this  week.  It  is  very  easy.  I  am  now 
seven  from  the  bottom  of  my  Tutors  as  all 
the  other  fellows  who  got  out  of  Fourth  Form 
are  below  me  now  and  Hyland  muffed  and 
has  left  of  which  I  am  sorry.  Charlie  Shirburn 
and  Tatterton  minor  are  in  my  division  below 
me  too.  We  have  not  got  any  new  fellows 
at  my  Tutors  this  half.  Parsons  who  was 
our  Captain  last  half  has  gone  to  Oxford  and 
Bennett  is  Captain  and  Oakton  major  second 
Captain.  He  is  my  fagmaster  again  of  which 
I  am  very  glad.  We  do  not  play  football  this 
half,  but  we  go  out  jumping  with  jumping 
poles  like  you  said  you  used  to  do  or  have 
paper  chases.  I  went  out  a  jumping  party 
with  Happy  and  Skippert  on  Thursday  and 
yesterday  we  had  an  awfully  exciting  paper 
chase.  I  fell  in  twice  and  then  Rappy  and 
Skippert  and  I  lost  our  way  and  came  in  half 
an  hour  late  for  lock  up  and  had  to  go  and 
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see  my  tutor  all  dirty  but  he  only  jawed  us 
and  did  not  give  us  anything.  I  have  not 
played  fives  yet  as  it  is  so  hard  to  get  a  court 
but  now  Bennett  is  in  Sixth  Form  he  has  one 
of  the  courts  on  half  holidays  so  I  hope  he  will 
give  it  to  me  sometimes.  I  am  going  to  sap 
very  hard  this  half.  We  do  not  have  so  much 
pupil  room  in  Remove  as  in  Fourth  Form 
which  is  a  good  thing.  My  chief  friends  now 
are  Ducasnel  Kappy  Wyburn  and  Oakton 
minor.  We  have  construing  parties  on  my 
room  every  day  after  breakfast.  Ducasnel  is 
going  to  teach  me  to  turn  this  half.  I  am 
in  big  Chapel  now,  the  last  but  three  which 
is  lucky.  We  sit  on  the  altar  steps  on  benches 
but  we  are  the  best  on  the  top  row  as  we  have 
the  rail  at  our  back.  Severn  who  was  next 
to  me  last  half  has  taken  next  to  me  again 
in  Trials  and  just  above  me  is  a  fellow  called 
Plumley  who  I  Hke  too.  May  I  have  an  order 
for  a  pair  of  jumping  shoes  and  some  fives 
gloves    and    shoes.    They    are    necessary    for 
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everyone  to  have  them.  I  also  want  a  new- 
Smith's  Smaller  Latin  Dictionary  as  mine  is 
nearly  finished  but  I  dont  want  to  have  one 
if  you  dont  think  I  ought.  Goodbye  now 
for  the  present  with  best  love  to  all 
Your  affect  son 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 


VI. 

Revd.  T.  F.  Elders 

Eton  College. 

Sunday  Feb.  16. 
My  dearest  Susan 

This  is  to  wish  you  many  happy  returns 

of  the  day  on  your  birthday  and  to  hope  you 

are  quite  well  and  flourishing.     I  am  afraid 

I  cant  send  you  a  birthday  present  as  I  dont 

know  what  you  would  like  and  besides  I  have 

got  no  money  but  I  will  give  you  one  to  make 

up  when  I  come   home.    I   have   not   much 

news  to  tell  you  as  this  half  is  very  dull  as 

i  ■ 
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there  are  no  regular  games  so  we  have  to  fill 
up  our  time  ourselves.  I  go  out  jumping 
when  a  party  is  got  up  and  sometimes  we 
have  a  paper  chase  or  play  fives  but  not  very 
often  as  there  are  so  few  courts,  and  then 
there  is  practising  for  the  house  sports  which 
come  ofi"  about  the  middle  of  March.  I  am 
going  in  for  the  Junior  Hundred  and  the 
Quarter  and  the  Consolation  race  for  all  those 
who  do  not  get  a  prize.  I  am  not  very  good 
at  jumping  as  I  am  too  small  so  I  am  not  going 
in  for  either  of  them.  Then  we  have  a  mile 
race  along  the  Mile  road  for  a  cup  which  we 
all  have  to  go  in  for  but  Oakton  says  he  thinks 
I  ought  to  have  half  a  mile  handicap,  that  is 
start  so  perhaps  I  may  win.  I  am  sapping 
awfully  hard  this  half  and  I  have  subscribed 
to  Ingalton  Drake's  library  and  I  read  a  great 
deal.  I  have  read  Frank  Fairlegh  and  the 
Gladiators  and  Henry  Dunbar  and  the  Tower 
of  London  and  a  lot  of  other  books  this  half. 
I  like  the  Tower  of  London  and  Henry  Dunbar 
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the  best  they  are  so  exciting.  The  man 
murders  his  master  and  pretends  he  is  him 
and  no  one  ever  finds  him  out  till  the  end. 
I  advise  you  to  read  it.  In  the  evenings  I 
do  a  great  deal  of  chemistry  and  electricity 
with  Ducasnel  who  is  very  clever  at  it  and  lets 
me  help  him  but  sometimes  he  gets  very  angry 
and  I  have  to  flee.  The  other  night  we  did 
a  great  experiment,  he  mixed  two  gases  in  a 
glass  jar  and  then  he  put  it  outside  his  window 
at  the  top  of  the  house  and  put  a  wire  from 
his  electrical  machine  into  it  and  then  he  let 
me  press  down  the  machine  and  when  the 
spark  got  into  the  jar  there  was  a  fearful 
explosion  and  everyone  heard  it  all  over  College 
and  the  fire  engine  came  up  but  of  course  it 
was  all  over  by  that  time.  His  window  and 
the  two  next  were  broken  and  a  lot  of  the 
ceiling  of  his  room  came  down  and  when  my 
Tutor  came  up  he  was  awfully  angry  and 
said  he  would  have  to  pay  for  it,  but  I  dont 
think  he  really  minded  very  much  as  at  supper 
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he  and  Mrs.  Elder  were  chaffing  Ducasnel 
about  it  and  Mrs.  Elder  said  it  was  quite  impos- 
sible to  give  him  a  room  anywhere  but  the 
top  floor.  He  is  making*  a  parasuit  out  of  an 
old  umbrella  and  we  are  going  to  send  Mrs. 
Cotterns  cat  down  in  it.  He  wanted  me  to 
but  I  dont  think  it  would  be  very  safe  besides 
T  would  get  in  a  row  for  being  out  after  lock 
up.  It  isnt  cruel  as  the  cat  is  quite  light. 
He  is  teaching  me  turning  at  Stevens  up  town 
but  I  am  not  very  good  at  it  yet.  The  wood 
breaks  so  and  though  I  tried  to  make  an  egg- 
cup  I  was  only  able  to  make  a  collar  stud  of 
it.  Saturday  week  is  the  first  of  March  and 
the  boats  go  up  to  begin  wetbobbing.  After 
that  fours  are  allowed  but  of  course  I  cant 
go  as  I  have  not  passed  yet.  I  am  going  with 
Vaynor  to  see  them.  Oakton  my  fagmaster 
is  in  the  Thetis  this  year  but  he  is  the  only 
one  we  have  in  the  boats.  Three  of  our  fellows 
called  Waters  Dobbs  and  Lynell  are  going 
to  share  a  four  but  all  the  rest  are  dry  bobs. 
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Now  I   must   leave   off   with   best   love   and 
Goodbye 

I  am 

Your  affectonate  Brother 
Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 

VII. 

Rev.  T.  F.  Elder's 

Eton  College 

March  2dth. 
My  dearest  Grandmama, 

Thank  you  very  much  for  sending  me 

that  pound.      It  is  very  kind  of  you  to  think 

of  me  Uke  that.      We  have  to  buy  such  a  lot 

of   things   and   then   there   are   subscriptions 

and  a  lot  of  other  things  that  use  up  one's 

money.      I     have     bought    two     mantelpiece 

ornaments  and  a   photograph   frame   to  put 

your  photograph  in  and  a  fret  sawing   outfit 

&c  &c  so  you  see  I   have  made  good  use  of 

your   money.     We  come  home  on   April   10 

the  day  before  Good  Friday.     I  am  glad  I  shall 


YEAR.]  AN  ETON  BOY.  25 

be  in  London  as  I  shall  see  you.  I  am  working 
very  hard  this  half  and  get  on  very  well -.with 
my  master  only  we  have  to  do  maps  and 
I  cant  get  the  colours  right  and  he  holds  them 
up  to  derrision  for  the  other  boys  which  I 
call  a  shame.  I  asked  him  to  let  me  do  some- 
thing else  instead  of  maps,  as  I  think  I  am 
colour  bhnd  but  he  said  no  I  cant.  But  I 
will  persevear  and  perhaps  I  will  get  them 
right  at  last.  Last  Tuesday  I  went  to  break- 
fast with  Alfred  Rivers  and  Tatterton  major 
that  is  Robert  came  in  and  was  very  glad  to 
see  me.  He  is  much  bigger  than  he  was 
when  he  was  at  Tadby's.  He  is  a  Queen's 
page  because  of  his  father  being  a  great  general 
and  has  to  go  up  even  on  whole  school  days 
to  hold  up  her  dress  at  drawing  rooms  which 
is  jolly  for  him  but  unfortunitly  he  went 
to  a  big  poUical  meeting  that  was  held  in  a 
large  field  by  the  river  called  the  Brocas  by  a 
man  who  is  not  a  gentleman  but  wants  to  get 
into    Parliment  and   there  was  an  awful  row 
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and  he  got  a  black  eye  and  on  Tuesday  he 
had  to  go  up  to  be  page.  So  I  asked  him  if 
he  was  not  frightened  the  Queen  would  see 
but  he  said  O  whenever  she  looked  round  I 
made  a  very  low  bow  which  I  think  was  rather 
clever.  His  minor,  that  is  Archie  has  been 
very  ill  this  half  with  peunnomia  and  has 
had  to  go  home  and  so  they  are  going  to  my 
Tutor's  next  half,  as  their  father  thinks  the 
house  is  not  healthy  because  it  is  so  near  Barnes 
Pool.  I  am  very  glad.  I  went  to  breakfast 
on  Wednesday  last  week  with  a  fellow  called 
Pyneman  whose  father  Papa  knows  and  had 
asked  him  to  look  after  me.  He  is  the  Master 
of  the  Beagles  and  is  a  great  swell.  He  has 
his  room  all  round  with  whips  and  horns. 
I  enjoyed  it  very  much.  Of  course  I  do  not 
run  with » the  Beagles  as  I  am  only  a  Lower 
Boy  but  I  shall  when  I  get  on.  I  was  in  for 
a  Mile  race  on  Friday.  It  was  very  hard 
running  and  I  had  to  stop.  I  had  three 
hundred   and   30   yards    handicap.       Every- 
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one  was  in  for  it  and  I  was  the  smallest  so  it 
was  no  disgrace  not  winning.  Boating  has 
begun  but  only  fours  are  allowed  and  the 
boats.  There  is  to  be  a  great  race  on  Wednes- 
day called  Trial  Eights  between  Grasse  and 
McKeltie's  crews.  They  are  the  Captain  and 
Second  Captain  of  the  Boats.  I  am  going 
with  two  other  boys  from  my  Tutor's  to  see 
it.  Now  I  have  no  more  news  to  give  you 
so  with  best  love  and  thank  you  very  much 
again  for  the  pound  Goodbye  and 
I  am 
Your  afFecate  grandson 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 

VIII. 

Revd.  T.  F.  Elder's 

Eton  CoUege 

Sunday  May  25th 
My  dear  Papa, 

I  am  glad  to  say  I  am  writing  to  tell  you 

I  have  passed.     It  was  my  second  try  because 
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at  the  first  Shrewsbury  who  was  the  chief 
one  passing  us  told  me  though  they  could 
see  I  could  swim  all  right  as  of  course  I  had 
learnt  at  Tadbys  my  form  was  not  quite  good 
enough  so  I  went  three  times  in  the  belt  and 
this  time  I  passed  all  right.  I  am  glad.  There 
were  a  lot  of  fellows  trying  on  Saturday  but 
a  good  many  of  them  looked  as  if  they  had 
never  tried  to  swim  before  and  one  fellow 
went  right  under  and  had  to  be  pulled  out 
by  the  hair.  Dobbs  and  Waters  came  up 
to  fetch  me  down.  It  was  very  kind  of  them 
because  they  had  been  up  the  time  before 
and  it  used  up  all  their  after  four.  I  hope 
you  will  not  mind  but  I  have  put  down  my 
name  at  Goodman's  for  a  chance,  as  you  know 
I  said  I  might  if  I  passed.  Dobbs  has  got  a 
whifF  which  he  says  he  will  let  me  have  when 
he  doesnt  want  it  himself.  On  Tuesday  I 
am  going  up  to  Surly  after  four  with  a  fellow 
called  Porter  in  my  division  who  is  a  great 
friend  of  mine  and  passed  yesterday  too.     Oak- 
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ton  was  very  pleased  at  my  passing  and  let 
me  off  fagging  yesterday  evening  in  celle- 
bration  of  the  event.  Wednesday  next  week 
is  the  4th  of  June,  I  hope  you  and  Susan  will 
be  able  to  come  down  after  all.  My  Tutor 
asked  me  on  Thursday  at  Supper  if  you  were 
coming  and  said  he  hoped  to  see  you.  He 
is  going  to  give  what  Mrs.  Cottern  calls  a  cold 
collection  in  the  dining-room.  The  Tattertons 
are  looking  forward  to  your  coming.  I  am 
very  glad  they  have  come  to  my  Tutor's  as  they 
are  awfully  jolly.  Tatterton  major  helps  me 
with  my  maps.  He  does  them  awfully  well. 
He  has  got  a  banjo  and  plays  awfully  well. 
We  were  very  much  amused  when  Sarah  the 
under  boys'  maid  said  he  played  like  an  angel. 
Fancy  an  angel  with  a  banjo.  One  of  our 
new  fellows  called  Bermondsey  is  a  lord,  as  he 
is  the  son  of  the  Earl  of  Spitalfields  and  he 
has  never  been  to  school  before  and  when 
he  first  came  he  gave  himself  great  airs  which 
was   ridiculous,   as   his   ancestors   onlv   came 
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over  with  George  I.  and  our  family  was  living 
in  Buttershire  long  before  that.  So  the  other 
day  when  Dodson  who  messes  now  with 
Tatterton  and  is  his  fagmaster  told  him  to 
go  to  Webbers  and  get  some  kidneys  he  said 
in  a  very  haughty  way  I  think  Dodson  you 
forget  our  respective  positions,  and  Dodson 
told  him  if  he  didn't  look  sharp  and  go  for 
the  kidneys  he  knew  their  respective  positions 
would  be  him  flying  out  of  the  room  before 
the  toe  of  his  boot.  I  think  it  was  very  good. 
I  am  getting  on  very  well  with  my  sapping. 
I  like  Poole  awfully  and  I  think  he  Hkes  me 
as  he  is  always  making  little  jokes  upon  me. 
We  change  places  every  week  and  I  have  never 
been  lower  than  fourth.  There  is  a  fellow 
named  Rushton  in  my  division  who  is  in  the 
Eleven  though  he  is  only  a  Lower  Boy.  May 
I  have  about  ten  shillings  to  get  some  flowers 
and  things  to  make  my  room  look  nice  in 
case  you  and  Susan  come  down  on  the  Fourth. 
And  may  I  have  an  order  for  a  new  hat  and 
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a  white  waistcoat  and  another  zephyr  for 
wetbobbing.  I  hope  you  will  come  down. 
Please  give  my  love  to  all  and  with  best  love 
to  yourself  goodbye  and  I  remain  your 
aflfectionate  son 

Samuel  Oldham  Rjvers. 
Bennett  our  Captain  has  to  do  speeches  on 
the  Fourth.     He  looks  so  funny  in  his  tights. 


IX. 

Revd.  T.  F.  Elder's, 

Eton  College, 

Sunday  June  15 
My  dear  Papa, 

I  hope  you  are  all  quite  well  and  flourish- 
ing at  home  and  that  Susan  has  quite  got  over 
her  soaking  on  the  4th.  I  have  had  a  bad  cold 
all  last  week  but  I  only  stayed  out  from  Monday 
to  Wednesday  and  it  is  much  better  now.  We 
have  been  having  great  excitement'.,  at  my 
Tutor's  as  Oakton  major  has  been  in  for  the 
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Junior  Sculling  and  we  all  went  down  to  run 
with  him.  On  Thursday  were  the  first  set  of 
heats  and  I  ran  the  whole  way  to  Rushes  and 
back  and  I  didnt  even  cut  off  the  corner  at 
Lower  Hope  like  a  lot  of  the  other  fellows  did, 
as  I  was  awfully  anxious  for  him  but  I  wasnt 
able  to  shout  much  as  I  was  so  out  of 
breath.  He  came  in  at  the  end  far  in  front  of 
the  other  fellows  and  everybody  was  awfully 
glad.  Lynell  who  is  his  fag  with  me  told  him 
at  breakfast  next  day  I  had  run  all  the  way  in  a 
rather  sneery  voice  but  I  think  he  was  pleased 
as  he  rather  shut  Lynell  up  and  told  him  to  mind 
his  laying  the  table.  On  Friday  I  was  rather 
tired  so  wasnt  able  to  run  the  whole  way  but 
hfe  had  a  very  strong  set  in  with  him,  a  fellow 
called  Fulcher  and  another  called  Mudford  who 
is  supposed  to  be  going  to  be  in  the  Eight  next 
year  so  to  our  great  sorrow  he  was  not  in  for 
the  final.  Mudford  won  in  the  final  so  Oakton 
had  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  at  being  beaten- 
Yesterday  I  went  up  to  Monkey  for  the  first 
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time  with  two  fellows  in  my  division  named 
Porter  and  Plumley  as  it  was  a  call  at  three  so 
we  got  away  early.  We  did  not  mean  to  go  to 
Monkey  when  we  started  but  we  had  great 
luck  at  Locks  and  we  were  so  early  getting  up 
to  Surly  that  we  thought  we  might  as  well 
go  on  to  Monkey.  It  was  awfully  hard  rowing 
past  Queen's  Eight  and  I  thought  we  should 
never  get  on  and  we  had  hardly  any  time  at 
Monkey  but  had  to  come  straight  back  and 
even  then  we  did  not  get  back  till  after  absence 
was  over.  However  we  went  straight  off  to 
Sherifi'  who  was  caUing  absence  and  told  him 
we  didnt  mean  to  shirk  but  that  we  had  been 
kept  by  the  lock  keeper  dawdling  which  was 
quite  true  so  he  let  us  off  with  a  poena  and  said 
we  must  mind  it  didnt  happen  again.  Dobbs 
lent  me  his  whiff  after  six  yesterday  to  try 
how  I  got  on  but  I  was  awfully  wobbly  and  I 
upset  in  the  end.  We  have  awful  fun  bathing 
off  the  raft  in  our  clothes.  I  am  quite  good  at 
it  and  it  is  very  useful  in  case  one  upsets.    There 
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is  one  of  the  boys  at  the  yard  who  will  run  up 
to  Windsor  Bridge  and  dive  off  for  a  shilling 
which  is  about  50  feet  I  should  think  but  they 
say  the  Police  are  going  to  stop  him  as  they 
think  it  is  dangerous.  Now  I  must  end  with 
best  love  so  goodbye  and 
I  am, 
Your  very  affate  son. 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
P.S. — I  have  been  third  in  my  division  the  last 
two  weeks  and  I  got  nearly  full    marks    for 
my  verses  this  week. 


Revd.  T  F  Elders 

Eton  College. 

Sunday  July  13  th 
My  dearest  Susan, 

I  hope  you  and  Papa  got  home  safely 

last  night  I  stopped  on  to  the  end  but  it  was  no 

use  as  they  won  after  all.    There  was  an  awful 


YEAR.]  AN  ETON  BOY.  35 

row  afterwards  as  directly  the  match  was 
finished  everyone  ran  to  the  pavilion  and  the 
Harrow  fellows  began  to  hoist  their  eleven  and 
a  lot  of  our  fellows  tried  to  stop  them  and  there 
was  a  regular  fight.  The  Harrow  fellows  only 
had  those  canes  which  we  were  laughing  about 
while  we  were  looking  at  the  match  and  of 
course  they  were  of  no  use  against  our  brollies 
but  they  insisted  on  trying  to  go  on  with  their 
hoisting  and  things  were  getting  quite  bad, 
and  some  of  the  masters  who  tried  to  stop  it 
could  do  no  good  so  the  police  had  to  come  in. 
I  was  not  very  much  in  it  as  I  was  only  on  the 
outside,  but  of  course  I  had  to  defend  myself 
and  I  got  my  umberella  broken  and  my  hat  has 
been  knocked  in  on  the  side  but  I  can  get  that 
done  up  at  Saunders  and  Browns  so  I  shant 
have  to  ask  Papa  for  another  new  one.  I  dont 
quite  know  why  the  row  began  because  of 
course  when  one  thinks  if  we  had  won  we 
should  have  hoisted  our  fellows  but  I  think  it 
must  have  had  something  to  do  with  the  way 
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they  did  it  which  was  absurd  and  not  a  bit  Uke 
we  do  it  as  though  they  werent  used  to  it  at  all. 
Some  of  our  Eleven  came  out  to  prevent  the  row 
which  was  very  noble  of  them  as  of  course  they 
must  have  felt  being  beaten  most  of  any  one. 
They  say  there  is  to  be  an  awful  row  about  it 
and  that  the  Head  is  going  to  write  an  apology 
to  the  Harrow  Head  and  that  very  probably 
the  match  will  not  be  played  at  Lords  any  more 
but  will  be  like  the  Winchester  match  here 
one  year  and  at  Winchester  the  next  year, 
but  I  hope  not  as  I  think  it  would  be  a  pity 
to  give  up  an  old  custom  just  because  of  an 
accident.  I  went  back  to  Grandmama's  after 
the  match  and  had  dinner  and  then  came  back 
here  but  the  train  was  crowded  and  I  had  to 
come  down  in  the  guards  van.  The  guard  was 
very  nice  but  he  got  rather  angry  as  some  of 
the  fellows  got  hold  of  the  brake  and  nearly 
stopped  the  train  which  he  said  might  have 
caused  an  accident  as  there  was  an  express 
close  behind  us.    But  we  all  gave  him  half  a 
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crown   when   we  got  to  Windsor  so  he  was 
quite   pleased   at   the   end.      Now   I    will   say 
Goodbye  and  with  best  love  to  all 
I  am, 
Your  loving  brother, 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 


XI. 

The  Revd.   T.  F.  Elders 

Eton  College 

Bucks. 

Sunday  Oct.  19th. 
My  dear  Susan, 

I  am  going  to  write  this  to  you  as  I 

have   written    to   Papa   three   times   running 

now  and  it  is  your  turn  but  you  musnt  mind 

my  writing  so  often  to  him  as  I  had  to  write 

about  business.     This  is  my  last  half  as  a  Lower 

Boy  that  is  if  I  dont  muff  in  Trials  which  I 

hope  I  shant  do  though  I  am  rather  nervous 

about  it.     Trials  begin  on  Nov.  24th  so  I  have 
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only  a  month  and  four  days  left  now  but  I 
am  sapping  very  hard  so  as  to  lose  no  time. 
My  Tutor  has  allowed  Willie  Malley  to  go  in 
for  a  treble  which  is  rather  hard  on  us  as  he 
is  awfully  clever  and  probably  will  take  above 
all  of  us  though  he  is  only  a  new  fellow  this 
half,  besides  he  wont  have  more  than  one 
half  of  fagging  which  I  dont  think  will  be 
at  all  good  for  him.  Of  course  you  mustnt 
think  I  am  jealous  as  I  really  am  not  and  of 
course  he  has  had  a  lot  of  advantages  over 
us  as  he  came  straight  from  a  school  where 
they  do  nothing  but  cram  up  fellows  for  Eton 
and  they  nearly  always  take  Remove.  There 
are  two  other  Oppidans  going  to  take  trebles 
and  of  course  all  the  Tugs  will  but  they  are 
diflferent,  so  I  am  afraid  I  shall  lose  some  places 
in  my  remove  this  time  but  I  have  explained 
to  Papa  so  I  think  he  will  understand.  I 
am  Tatterton's  fag  this  half  as  Oakton  major 
left  at  the  end  of  last.  I  tried  to  get  off  fagging 
altogether  as  Papa  said  in  his  time  the  Captain 
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of  the  Lower  Boys  which  I  am  now  used  to  get 
off  fagging  but  it  is  not  the  custom  here  now, 
but  Tatterton  is  a  very  easy  fagmaster  and 
besides  knowing  him  at  home  helps  me  a  lot. 
He  has  made  me  his  head  fag  so  I  just  look 
after  the  others  and  give  them  directions  like 
Thomson  does  at  Grandmama's,  and  of  course 
I  can  talk  to  Tatterton  while  I  am  fagging 
which  I  could'nt  do  to  Oakton  major  except 
about  my  fagging  or  when  he  asked  me  a 
question.  I  am  playing  in  my  Tutor's  Lower 
Boy  Eleven  this  half  but  I  am  afraid  we  shan't 
do  so  well  this  year  as  last  as  our  three  best 
fellows  Hyland  and  Coster  and  Pondleigh 
have  left  and  three  others  of  our  old  Eleven 
have  got  into  Fifth  form  and  so  they  can't 
play  any  more.  The  first  ties  for  the  Cup 
begin  the  week  after  next.  I  am  up  to  PhilUps 
this  half  and  I  rather  hke  him  but  he  is  very 
severe  and  I  nearly  got  into  an  awful  row 
this  week  as  I  was  praepostor  and  I  forgot 
to  mark  Severn  out  when  he  was  staying  out. 
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Of  course  anybody  could  see  that  it  must  be 
a  mistake  as  he  is  next  to  me  in  school  and  it 
wasn't  as  if  he  was  sitting  in  quite  a  different 
part  of  the  room,  but  Phillips  was  very  angry 
with  me  and  said  if  it  happened  again  he  would 
complain  of  me.  It  was  very  hard  luck  as 
he  wouldn't  have  noticed  it  before  I  had  time 
to  remember  I  had  forgotten  to  mark  him 
out  and  he  had  signed  the  book  and  every- 
thing but  luifortunately  he  put  Severn  on  to 
construe,  and  when  he  didn't  answer  and  I 
said  he  was  staying  out  he  looked  at  the  book 
which  I  hadnt  taken  off  his  desk  and  said  his 
name  was  not  there.  However  I  was  extra 
careful  all  the  rest  of  the  time  I  was  praepostor 
not  to  do  it  again,  though  I  think  he  was  rather 
looking  out  for  a  mistake  as  he  always  looked 
round  the  room  after  that  before  he  signed 
the  book  and  in  Chapel  when  he  was  in  desk 
I  saw  him  looking  at  the  Chapel  list.  Two 
fellows  at  Greyham's  have  got  scarlet  fever 
and  have  had  to  be  sent  to  the  Sanatorium 
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and  it  is  said  if  there  is  another  case  we  shall 
all  be  sent  home  which  will  be  rather  fun  but 
I  don't  know  what  would  happen  about  trials. 
Now  I  will  say  Goodbye  so  with  love  to  all, 
I  remain. 

Ever  your  loving  Brother, 
Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
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LOWER    DIVISION— A    WRONG 
TURNING. 

XII. 

Revd.   T.  F.  Elders, 

Eton  College, 

Sunday  Febry.  \Qth. 
Dear  Papa, 

I  got  your  letter  all  safe  last  night  and 
thank  you  very  much  for  it,  but  I  am  sorry 
you  dont  think  I  ought  to  have  any  more 
money  yet  as  though  I  must  try  and  do  with- 
out it  I  dont  like  you  to  think  I  have  been 
extravagant.  I  have  kept  accounts  as  you 
advised  me  all  this  half  and  though  I  am  afraid 
I  have  forgotten  to  put  a  good  many  things 
down  last  week  and  the  week  before  I  can 
tell  you  exactly  what  I  have  spent  most  of  my 
money  on.  I  had  £1  from  you  and  £1.  10s. 
from    Grandmama    when    I    came    back    and 

i 
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Uncle  Alfred  and  Aunt  Mary  both  sent  me 
10/-  each  which  makes  £3.  10s.  Od.  Out 
of  that  I  have  had  subscriptions  to  pay  which 
a  lot  of  fellows  have  put  down  in  their  bill 
which  come  to  nearly  10/-,  and  I  have  bought 
Harrison  Ainsworth's  Rook  wood  and  Jack 
Sheppard  illustrated  to  add  to  my  library 
6/-  each,  which  makes  £1.  2s.  Od.  and  I  had 
a  picture  repaired  1/6,  £1.  3s.  6d.  and  some 
new  fives  gloves  as  you  said  you  thought  I 
ought  to  get  those  sort  of  things  out  of  my 
own  money  7/6  which  makes  £1.  lis.  and 
then  there  have  been  fives  balls  and  I  have 
been  pretty  often  to  Browns  to  get  coffee  and 
bun  before  early  school  as  it  has  been  so  cold 
very  often,  and  the  Doctors  say  it  is  dangerous 
to  go  out  in  the  morning  on  an  empty  stomach 
and  besides  there  was  a  collection  in  Chapel 
last  Sunday.  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  dont  think 
I  have  been  very  well  this  half  and  I  have 
had  to  stay  out  a  good  deal  but  I  have  not  lost 
anything  by  it  as  my  Tutor  would  not  excuse 
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me  work  unless  I  saw  the  Doctor  and  I  thought 
I  ought  not  to  put  you  to  the  expense,  so  I 
have  had  to  write  out  all  my  construing  which 
of  course  is  really  better  practise  than  only 
going  into  school  and  not  being  put  on  at 
all  and  one  has  to  be  very  careful  as  Sherriff 
always  looks  over  it  to  see  if  it  is  done  properly 
and  not  only  copied  straight  out  of  a  crib. 
I  have  had  to  stay  out  10  days  altogether  this 
half,  it  is  a  kind  of  headache  like  a  cannon 
ball  in  the  inside  of  my  head  which  hurts  it 
when  I  shake  it  and  I  have  been  very  feverish. 
Mrs.  Elder  has  been  very  kind  and  gave  me 
two  pills  on  Tuesday  night  and  I  stayed  out 
on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  but  on  Thursday 
night  my  Tutor  came  up  and  was  in  rather 
a  bad  temper  and  said  if  I  stayed  out  again 
he  would  have  to  have  the  Doctor  to  see  me 
and  so  as  I  thought  that  would  be  a  waste  as  I 
really  only  wanted  a  thorough  rest,  I  had 
to  go  in  on  Friday  which  is  really  the  hardest 
day  of  the  week  and  the  worst  part  of  it  was 
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that  SherrifF  made  no  allowance  for  my  being 
ill,  as  of  course  he  could  hardly  know  and  I 
got  into  a  row  for  doing  my  construing  badly. 
I  shall  be  glad  when  this  half  is  over  as  I  dont 
think  Eton  agrees  with  me  at  this  time  of  year 
as  it  lies  so  low  but  please  dont  be  anxious 
about  me  as  I  dare  say  it  is  only  temporary 
and  I  shall  get  over  it.  Tatterton  major  is 
teaching  me  to  play  the  banjo.  I  have  bought 
a  little  one  of  my  own  which  I  forgot  in  my 
account  and  cost  me  15/-  and  I  think  I  am 
getting  on  rather  well  as  I  can  play  a  break- 
down and  the  accompaniment  to  Old  Folks 
at  Home  that  Susan  sings,  so  I  can  accompany 
her  when  she  plays  after  dinner  in  the  holidays. 
The  only  thing  is  I  cant  tune  it  very  well  and 
Tatterton  gets  quite  angry  sometimes  and 
says  I  shall  never  be  able  to  play  anything 
but  the  bones  but  it  is  like  everything  else 
I  suppose,  it  all  comes  with  perseverance. 
Goodbye  now  for  the  present  and  please  dont 
be  anxious  as  I  will  make  the  best  of  it  as  you 
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always  say.     Please  give  my  best  love  to  all 
and 

I  remain 

Yours  very  affectionately, 
Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
P.S. — Might  I  at  any  rate  have  1/-  in  stamps 
as  it  will  stop  me  writing  if  I  cant  after  this. 


XIII. 

My  dear  Papa, 

I  am  sorry  to  say  this  letter  is  to  g\\Q 
you  some  bad  news.  My  Tutor  says  he  is  going 
to  write  to  you  about  it,  but  as  you  told  me 
I  am  never  to  keep  anything  from  you  I  am 
going  to  tell  you  really  how  it  was.  It  was 
this.  Bagster  who  I  am  up  to  in  mathe- 
matics hates  me  because  I  am  not  good  at 
mathematics  and  it  takes  me  such  a  long  time 
to  get  the  sums  in  my  extra  work  right,  that 
last  Tuesday  when  I  had  to  show  it  up  I  had 
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not  finished  it.  So  he  said  I  was  to  write 
out  the  first  ten  propositions  of  EucHd  and 
bring  them  when  I  came  next  but  I  had  such 
a  lot  to  do  I  hadnt  time  to  do  it  and  then  he 
said  I  had  been  incorrigibly  idle  all  the  half 
and  he  must  complain  of  me  and  he  did.  I 
think  it  is  most  unjust  as  I  have  not  a  mathe- 
matical mind  and  I  cant  do  the  extra  work 
which  is  why  I  havent  shown  up  all  the  sums 
sometimes.  And  fellows  come  and  rot  in 
my  room  and  wont  go  out  even  if  I  ask  them 
or  they  drag  one  out  to  talk  in  their  rooms 
and  I  want  ferfect  quiet  to  do  my  work.  And 
I  have  got  in  a  row  several  times  from  my 
tutor  for  sitting  up  to  do  my  extra  work.  So 
nobody  cant  say  1  havent  done  my  best.  So 
he  wrote  to  my  tutor  and  he  said  yes  and  I 
was  swished  yesterday  morning.  I  asked  the 
Head  for  first  fault  but  he  said  I  couldnt  have 
it  because  I  had  been  impertinent  too  to  Bagster 
which  was  just  because  after  he  said  he  would 
complain^of  me  I  made  a  rye  face  by  accident 
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and  he  turned  round  and  saw  me  and  the 
other  fellows  laughing  but  they  were  not 
laughing  because  of  him  but  because  I  suppose 
my  face  looked  funny.  I  didnt  mind  being 
swished  much  as  it  didnt  hurt  after  a  little 
but  I  am  so  anoyed  to  think  that  you  might 
think  I  had  disgraced  you  if  you  only  heard 
what  my  tutor  told  you.  So  please  now  I 
have  told  you  exactly  how  it  was  dont  think 
ill  of  me.  My  Tutor  sent  for  me  in  the  evening 
and  gave  me  a  jaw  but  he  was  rather  kind 
and  when  I  told  him  I  couldnt  do  mathematics 
he  said  I  must  try.  1  expect  he  rather  despises 
mathematics  but  of  course  he  only  beheves 
what  that  beast  Bagster  told  him  so  he  cant 
help  it.  Please  write  and  say  you  are  not 
very  angry  as  that  would  be  the  worse 
Your  affecate  son 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
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XIV. 

Revd.   T.  F.  Elders, 

Eton. 

Sunday  June  list. 
My  dearest  Susan, 

I  am  sorry  not  to  have  written  to  answer 
your  letter  for  so  long  but  I  have  been  most 
awfully  busy  and  really  havent  had  time  to 
write.  Sherriff  who  I  am  up  to  now  is  an 
awfully  hard  master  and  we  have  to  do  our 
very  best  to  please  him,  and  then  there  have 
been  a  lot  of  things  that  it  is  necessary  to  go  to 
like  school  matches  and  the  Junior  Pulling 
to  run  with  as  Dobbs  and  Waters  are  both 
in  for  it,  so  you  see  we  have  a  lot  of  duties 
to  take  up  our  time.  I  hope  you  got  my 
message  I  sent  you  by  Papa,  I  was  very  dis- 
appointed he  wasnt  able  to  bring  you  down 
with  him  on  the  fourth  of  June  but  I  was 
glad  Uncle  Alfred  was  able  to  come  down. 
He  was  very  kind  and  gave  me  a  tip  of  a  pound 
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and  took  us  to  Lay  ton's  to  tea  which  was  a 
change  from  last  year.  CharHe  Shirburn  and 
Alfred  Rivers  who  is  his  godson  came  too  so 
we  were  quite  a  large  party.  He  has  asked 
Charlie  Shirburn  and  me  to  stay  part  of  the 
holidays  with  him  and  is  going  to  teach  us 
to  rabbit-shoot  which  will  be  jolly  though  I 
dont  like  leaving  you  all  by  yourself  unless 
you  say  you  dont  mind.  Last  Thursday  I 
and  Rappy  and  Middleham  all  started  oft* 
directly  after  dinner  to  Ascot  as  it  was  the 
Cup  day  and  one  ought  to  go  once  at  least 
while  one  is  at  Eton.  It  is  an  awfully  long 
way  about  eight  miles  I  should  think  and 
it  was  fearfully  hot,  and  we  had  to  run  nearly 
all  the  way  to  get  there  at  all  and  we  were  awfully 
tired  when  we  got  there  and  we  were  too  late  to 
see  the  race,  but  we  got  to  a  drag  where  the 
people  were  very  kind  though  they  did  not 
know  us  and  gave  us  some  champagne  and 
part  of  an  awfully  good  pie  which  did  us  a  lot 
of  good.     Then  we  had  to  start  back  to  be  in 
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time  for  absence  but  I  dont  know  what  we 
would  have  done  if  we  had  not  got  a  hft  on 
another  drag  up  to  the  bottom  of  Sheet  Street 
and  we  just  got  in  for  second  absence.  We 
were  almost  caught  as  we  were  coming  up 
Sheet  Street  as  there  were  Bagster  and  Fox 
looking  out  for  fellows  but  they  fortunately 
did  not  see  us  get  off  the  drag  and  we  dodged 
them  round  into  the  Long  Walk,  so  that  they 
could  not  tell  we  had  come  from  Ascot. 
Luckily  it  had  been  a  call  at  three  which  we 
had  counted  on  so  we  came  off  all  right.  Of 
course  it  is  supposed  not  to  be  allowed  to  go 
but  I  dont  beheve  the  Head  minds  or  else 
he  wouldnt  always  have  a  call  and  there  cannot 
be  any  harm  in  it.  I  think  it  is  awfully  sneaky 
of  Masters  hanging  about  to  catch  fellows. 
I  hear  Bagster  got  into  a  sentry  box  to  jump 
out  on  fellows  as  they  passed  and  some  one 
pushed  it  over  on  him,  I  dont  know  if  it  is 
true  but  it  served  him  right.  I  was  awfully 
tired  next  day  and  had  a  bad  headache  but 
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of  course  it  is  a  very  long  run  especially  when 
one  is  not  changed.  I  dont  know  if  Papa 
told  you  I  have  become  a  dry  bob  this  year 
as  wet  bobbing  is  too  expensive.  I  play  every 
evening  at  a  net  in  Sixpenny  and  am  Twelfth 
man  for  my  Tutors  house  eleven  but  I  have 
only  played  in  one  match  yet.  My  average 
is  1.1.  Sixpenny  is  rather  dangerous  with 
balls  flying  about  like  a  battle  field.  I  got 
one  right  on  the  top  of  my  head  on  Wednesday 
which  gave  me  an  awful  crack  but  fortunately 
it  was  not  serious.  Now  I  must  say  Good- 
bye for  the  present  with  best  love  to  all  and 
I  am 

Your  affectionate  Brother. 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
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XV, 

Wednesday. 
My  dearest  Susan, 

I  am  sorry  to  say  I  am  in  very  great 
trouble  now  and  I  am  writing  this  to  ask  you 
to  break  it  gently  to  Papa.  I  have  been 
swished.  I  am  afraid  he  will  be  awfully  angry 
and  think  I  am  getting  into  regular  bad  ways, 
when  it  was  quite  an  accident  for  I  really  am 
doing  my  best  though  it  is  so  hard  to  work 
at  Eton.  Well  I  will  tell  you  the  whole  story. 
It  was  that  beast  Bagster  who  I  hate  because 
he  always  spites  me  so.  The  day  before  yester- 
day I  overslept  myself  and  got  into  school 
twenty  minutes  late  so  he  began  to  storm 
and  rage  and  gave  me  two  hundred  lines  for 
a  poena,  but  as  I  had  such  a  lot  to  do  after 
twelve  and  after  four  and  after  six  I  had  to 
go  to  bathe  for  the  sake  of  my  health,  I  thought 
it  would  be  as  much  punishment  and  would 
do  as  well  if  I  bought  two  hundred  lines  that 
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Severn  had  left  from  a  general  poena  he  had 
not  shown  up,  so  I  gave  him  half  a  crown 
for  it.  I  did  not  put  my  name  to  it  so  there 
was  really  no  deceit,  but  when  I  showed  it 
up  he  said  You  did  not  write  this,  and  I  said 
No  sir,  at  once  for  I  was  not  going  to  tell  a 
lie  about  it.  So  he  said  he  would  complain 
of  me  for  deceiving  him  which  I  had  not  done, 
and  then  I  argued  the  point  with  him  and  said 
it  was  only  what  the  law  called  imprisonment 
with  the  option  of  a  fine,  because  a  poena  was 
a  sort  of  imprisonment  and  to  pay  half  a  crown 
was  just  as  much  of  a  punishment  to  me.  But 
he  got  all  the  more  angry  and  so  this  morning 
I  was  swished.  I  asked  the  Head  for  first 
fault  as  I  had  not  had  it  yet  but  he  said  I  couldnt 
as  I  had  been  swished  once  before  and  then 
I  told  him  what  I  had  said  about  the  fine, 
and  he  smiled  but  it  was  no  good  and  I  got 
swished  all  the  same.  Now  what  I  want  you 
to  do  is  to  tell  Papa  all  this  and  say  you  know 
for  certain  I  am  trying  my  best  and  that  he 
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must  not  judge  me  too  harshly  by  what  he 
hears  about  me,  because  I  really  was  most 
awfully  impressed  by  what  he  said  to  me  last 
holidays  and  have  been  trying  to  act  up  to 
it.  Please  write  and  tell  me  what  he  says  as 
I  am  most  anxious.  I  am  afraid  if  he  thinks 
I  am  going  downwards  he  will  not  let  me  go 
to  Grandmama  for  Lords.  I  have  quite 
resolved  I  will  turn  over  a  new  leaf  from  this 
time  and  I  will  never  be  swished  again.  Now 
Goodbye  and  please  do  what  I  ask 

Your  ever  loving  brother 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
I  am  saving  up  to  get  you  one  of    Mrs 
Nickon's    coachman's    puppies    when    he    has 
them  next. 
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XVI. 

Revd.   T.  F.  Elders, 

Eton  College, 

Sunday  Sept.  ISth. 
My  dear  Papa, 

I  hope  you  dont  mind  but  I  stopped 

to  dinner  with  Grandmama  on  my  way  through 

London  and  didnt  come  down  till  the   9.45 

train,   as   Grandmama   asked   me   if   I   would 

be  allowed  to  and  I  didnt  think  it  would  matter 

and  as  she  had  been  so  kind  as  to  give  me  a 

tip  I  thought  it  would  be  rude  of  me  to  refuse. 

I  got  back  to  my  Tutor's  at  half  past  eleven, 

as  there  was  an  accident  or  something  on  the 

line,  but  my  Tutor  was  dining  out  so  I  didnt 

get  into  any  trouble  as  you  thought  I  might 

and  begin  the  half  badly.     I  have  been  getting 

settled  in  my  new  room   ever  since  I  came 

back.     It  is  the  one  at  the  top  of  the  middle 

staircase  and  is  much  larger  than  my  old  one 

and  looks  out  on  the  street  which  is  much 
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pleasanter.  The  fellow  who  had  it  before 
me  who  was  Allerby  has  left  me  a  lot  of  his 
things,  a  bookcase  and  an  ottoman  and  two 
or  three  pictures  so  I  have  a  very  good  lot  of 
furniture  now.  The  ottoman  is  very  useful 
to  put  things  in  when  you  are  in  a  hurry. 
The  worst  of  my  room  is  that  it  is  just  at  the 
top  of  the  stairs  and  so  fellows  are  apt  to  rush 
in  and  throw  their  books  and  things  in  to 
save  time,  but  of  course  it  has  always  been 
the  custom  and  it  would  be  disagreeable  to 
stop  them.  Another  drawback  is  that  it  is 
very  convenient  for  them  to  shy  things  at 
fellows  passing  out  of  the  window  but  I  am 
going  to  try  and  stop  that  as  it  interferes  with 
one's  work  having  them  always  coming  in, 
besides  they  think  it's  me  which  gives  me  a 
rowdy  name.  I  have  begun  very  well  this 
half  and  I  mean  really  to  work  hard  now 
especially  as  I  am  in  for  Trials.  I  am  up  to 
Fryer.  I  like  him  very  much  and  I  think  I 
shall  get  on  with  him,  at  any  rate  I  mean  to 
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try.  A  lot  of  our  fellows  have  left,  Bennett 
and  Dodson  and  AUerby  and  Lynell  and 
Middleham  but  we  have  two  real  new  fellows 
and  three  who  have  come  from  other  houses 
that  have  broken  up.  Two  of  them  are  Mayne 
and  Papillon  who  have  come  from  Andrew's 
and  were  my  Tutor's  pupils  before  and  the  other 
is  Short  who  has  come  from  Rayners.  I  Hke 
them  all  and  of  course  I  knew  Mayne  and 
Papillon  before,  but  I  think  it  is  rather  hard 
luck  as  now  Bennett  has  left  Mayne  becomes 
Captain  of  my  Tutor's,  which  is  unjust  to 
Tatterton  major  especially  when  he  is  going 
to  leave  this  half  to  go  into  the  Guards.  I 
have  got  a  fag  this  half,  he  is  a  fellow  called 
Owen,  but  he  is  rather  stupid  and  I  have  to 
tell  him  everything.  Yesterday  he  made  my 
tea  without  putting  the  tea  in  and  then  there 
was  no  boiling  water  in  the  boys'  maids 
kitchen,  and  I  was  nearly  late  for  Chapel. 
We  began  Football  on  Friday.  I  am  going  to 
play  up  awfully  hard  this  half  as  I  want   to 
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get  my  colours,  besides  one  can  work  much 
better  if  one  takes  regular  exercise,  as  it  makes 
one  too  tired  to  waste  one's  time  about  the 
house  afterwards.  We  ought  to  have  a  very 
good  house  eleven  this  year  as  we  have  the 
two  Tattertons  and  Dobbs  and  Waters  old 
choices  and  Mayne  and  Papillon  and  Short 
all  had  their's  at  their  old  houses  and  will 
get  them  at  once,  and  Willie  Malley  and  Rappy 
are  very  good  too,  but  I  think  I  am  about 
as  good  as  Rappy.  Ducasnel  has  got  a  new 
magic  lantern  this  half  with  a  lime  light  which 
makes  an  awful  noise  and  I  should  think  it's 
rather  dangerous,  but  of  course  he  doesnt 
allow  anybody  to  touch  it  but  himself.  He 
gave  a  show  in  Fj^ffe-Cooper's  room  last  niglit 
which  was  very  successful  with  music  by 
FyfFe-Cooper  minor.  Now  I  will  say  Goodbye 
with  best  love  to  all  and 
I  remain, 

Your  affectionate  Son, 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
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XVII. 

The  Rev.   T.  F.  Elders 

Eton  College  « 

Bucks. 

Sunday  Nov.  15. 
My  dearest  Susan, 

I  got  your  letter  last  night  and  am 
glad  to  hear  you  are  all  right.  Our  theatricals 
that  we  have  been  getting  up  for  so  long  came 
off  last  night  and  were  very  successful.  It 
was  Villikins  and  his  Dinah,  which  Willie 
Malley  says  was  first  acted  by  Cousin  John 
Carew  when  he  was  in  the  A  D  C  at  Cam- 
bridge with  Uncle  Alfred  and  Mr.  Burnand 
who  wrote  Happy  Thoughts.  Wilhe  Malley 
was  VilHkins  and  Fyflfe-Cooper  minor  was 
Dinah.  I  acted  Grumbleton  Gruffin  Dinah's 
father  and  I  got  myself  up  like  my  Tutor  with 
Papillon's  evening  tail  coat  and  a  handkerchief 
rolled  tight  up  and  tied  round  my  neck  like 
he  wears  his  tie  and  I  talked  in  his  way,  and 
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everyone  said  it  was  exactly  like  him.  FyfFe- 
Cooper  had  got  one  of  his  sister's  dresses  and 
he  looked  just  hke  a  girl.  The  orchestra  was 
Ducasnel  who  sat  behind  a  curtain  and  played 
his  fife  for  the  songs  and  between  the  acts. 
We  wanted  to  have  FyfFe-Cooper's  piano  in, 
but  no  one  can  play  from  music  but  FyfFe. 
Cooper  minor  himself  so  it  was  no  use  as  of 
course  he  was  acting.  The  prosenium  was 
painted  by  Tatterton  major  to  look  like  a 
Greek  temple  with  Brittannia  and  her  lions 
at  the  top,  and  he  painted  the  scenery  also, 
which  looked  very  beautiful  only  unfortunately 
he  had  to  do  it  on  paper  and  as  there  was  no 
door  at  the  back  for  us  to  go  in  and  out  we 
had  to  squeeze  up  behind  one  of  the  wings, 
and  the  bushes  and  trees  in  Dinah's  garden 
got  rather  dilapitated.  We  took  the  curtains 
from  Vaynor's  room  which  we  made  into  the 
theatre  as  it  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  house. 
We  asked  Mrs.  Elder  and  the  two  Miss  Elders 
and  my  Tutor  came  and  all  the  house  and 
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most  of  the  maids  so  we  had  quite  a  large 
audience.  Mrs.  Elder  and  the  Miss  Elders 
laughed  awfully  and  there  was  a  lot  of  applajise, 
but  I  am  afraid  my  Tutor  did  not  quite  like 
it  as  when  it  was  all  over  and  we  were  doing 
some  clearing  away  so  as  to  let  Vaynor  go 
to  bed  he  suddenly  came  up  again  and  sent 
us  all  to  our  rooms,  so  he  had  to  get  on  as  he 
best  could  among  the  ruins.  But  of  course 
he  is  very  old  fashioned.  We  are  going  to  have 
some  more  soon  as  these  have  come  oflf  so 
well.  We  are  going  to  do  Box  and  Cox  and 
the  Goose  with  the  Golden  Eggs  and  we  shall 
have  real  scenery  next  time  which  Tatterton 
major  is  going  to  paint  on  canvas.  It  is  very 
absurd  we  do  not  have  school  theatricals. 
Every  other  school  does  and  there  is  a  very 
good  theatre  at  the  end  of  the  Mathematical 
Schools  and  it  is  nonsense  to  say  it  interferes 
with  one's  work  as  it  neednt  if  one  divides 
one's  time  properly.  You  might  persuade 
Papa  to  let   us  have  some  theatricals  in  the 
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holidays.     There  are  lots  of  plays  which  can 

be  easily  acted  in  a  house.     Do  ask  him,  it 

would  be  awful  fun.     Now  I  must  say  goodbye 

as  I  have  my  Sunday  Ques  to  do  and  it  is 

nearly  supper  time.     Give  my  best  love  to  all 

and 

I  remain 

Your  loving  brother, 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 


XVIII. 

Revd.   T.  F.  Elders 

Eton. 

Monday  December  7  th. 
Dearest  Susan, 

I  got  yours  and  Grandmama's  letters 

yesterday  but  I  was  so  busy  with  a  lot  of  things 

that  I  will  tell  you  about  that  I  had  not  time  to 

answer  them   so   I  am   writing  this  after  10 

before    going    to    construing.     I    cant    write 

much  as  I  havent  learnt  my  construing  yet 

and  one  has  to  be  awfully  particular  now  as 
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my  Tutor  has  been  in  an  awful  rise  the  last 
week  and  it  is  best  to  try  and  pacify  him  as 
much  as  possible.  I  dont  know  what  is  the 
matter  with  him  and  I  think  he  must  be  going 
to  be  ill  for  he  has  never  been  like  this  for  so 
long  before.  Tatterton  major  says  he  must 
have  eaten  something  that  disagreed  with 
him  and  I  think  it  must  be  something  of  that 
sort  too.  Last  Monday  he  came  up  suddenly 
in  the  evening  and  found  Tatterton  painting 
the  drop  scene  for  the  theatricals  we  were 
going  to  have  on  Saturday  in  one  of  the  empty 
rooms  upstairs  and  we  were  all  standing  round 
and  advising  him,  and  he  got  in  a  fearful  rage 
and  asked  him  what  he  was  doing,  and  when 
Tatterton  said  he  was  painting  a  drop  scene 
he  said  Oh  I'm  not  going  to  have  any  more 
of  that  foolery,  and  pulled  down  the  scene 
and  sent  us  all  down  to  pupil  room  to  do  our 
verses  as  if  we  had  been  a  lot  of  Lower  Boys. 
The  funny  part  of  it  was  that  all  the  time 
Tatterton  had  been  painting  the  drop  scene 
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though  he  put  on  tons  of  paint  quite  thick 
he  couldnt  get  it  to  show,  but  when  my  Tutor 
pulled  it  down  there  was  a  beautiful  view 
of  Windsor  from  the  Brocas  on  the  wall,  but 
that  only  made  him  more  angry  and  he  said 
Tatterton  must  pay  for  repairing  the  wall 
which  is  nonsense  as  it  was  only  whitewash. 
So  now  we  have  had  all  our  trouble  and  expense 
for  nothing.  And  ever  since  then  he  has 
been  coming  up  at  quite  irregular  times  in 
the  evenings  I  suppose  to  catch  us  playing 
passage  football,  but  of  course  we  dont  so  it 
shows  he  cant  be  quite  right.  Now  I  must 
leave  off  for  the  present  as  it  is  time  to  go  down 
to  construing 

I  am  finishing  this  after  two.  What  I 
was  goingyto  tell  you  was  that  we  are  all  rather 
nervous  about  something  that  has  happened, 
and  will  get  us  into  an  awful  row  if  it  is  found 
out.  You  know  Fyffe-Cooper  major  is  going 
to  leave  this  half,  and  so  he  gave  a  leaving 
dinner   at   the   Castle   at   Windsor   yesterday 
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afternoon  and  asked  the  whole  House.  We 
didnt  any  of  us  have  more  than  one  help  at 
dinner  except  the  Lower  Boys  wko  we  told 
to  stop  on  longer  for  fear  it  would  look  odd, 
and  then  we  went  up  to  the  Castle  and  slipped 
in  quietly  as  of  course  Eton  fellows  are  not 
supposed  to  go  there.  It  was  an  awfully  good 
dinner  regularly  like  what  there  is  when  there 
is  a  dinner  party  at  home,  and  champagne 
and  coffee  afterwards  and  liqueurs  and  some 
of  the  fellows  had  cigars  but  I  didnt  as  I  was 
rather  afraid.  I  didnt  have  much  wine  either 
but  I  suppose  it  was  the  hot  room  and  eating 
more  than  I  am  usually  used  to,  but  I  had 
an  awful  headache  in  Chapel  and  in  the  evening 
and  unfortunately  two  of  our  fellows  were 
not  at  all  well  and  when  they  came  back  they 
sent  down  to  stay  out,  and  my  Tutor  came 
up  liimself  and  cattechized  them  so  awfully 
that  it  made  us  think  he  must  suspect.  Some 
of  us  think  he  must  have  been  told  by  someone 
who  saw  us  going  in.     He  hasnt  said  anything 
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about  it  yet  but  one  never  knows  when  any- 
thing of  that  sort  is  going  to  happen.  I  hope 
it  will  be  all  right  but  mind  you  dont  say  any- 
thing about  it  to  anybody.  Of  course  there 
was  no  real  harm  in  it  but  the  Head  is  awfully 
particular  as  I  suppose  he  thinks  we  cant  be 
trusted.  But  I  hope  it  will  be  all  right  only 
the  suspense  is  awful.  Goodbye  now  with 
best  love  and  mind  you  dont  tell  anybody 
till  I  let  you. 

1  am 

Your  ever  loving  Brother 
Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 


XIX. 

Dec.  nth. 
My  dearest  Papa, 

I  am  so  very  sorry  to  have  to  tell  you 

that  Fryer  has  complained  of  me  again  but 

this  time  it  has  really  been  for  nothing  about 

my  work  so  I  hope  you  will  not  mind  so  much. 
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I  think  this  year  has  been  quite  the  unluckiest 
year  of  all  my  life  and  I  am  glad  it  is  coming 
to  an  end  as  I  shall  be  able  to  make  a  fresh 
start  next  year.  And  it  has  been  very  unfor- 
tunate for  me  this  half  that  Fryer  has  never 
seemed  to  understand  me,  I  really  Hke  him 
and  respect  him  awfully  but  I  always  seem 
to  be  in  row^s  with  him  so  that  I  am  afraid 
he  thinks  I  do  it  on  purpose  to  annoy  him 
and  even  when  I  try  to  show  him  I  am  quite 
ready  to  be  friendly  he  thinks  I  am  trying 
to  cheek  him.  And  the  other  fellows  always 
laugh  w^henever  I  say  anything  to  him  when 
I  mean  to  be  quite  serious  which  makes  him 
think  it  more.  This  time  was  the  most  awful 
hard  luck.  It  was  only  that  Hyde  had  dropped 
his  pencil  under  the  desk  and  had  got  down 
after  it  and  while  he  was  there  I  just  put  my 
hand  on  his  back  so  that  he  could  not  get 
up  again  for  a  moment,  and  while  he  was 
struggling  Fryer  looked  up  and  caught  me 
and  said  he  would  complain  of  me  for  brawling 
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when  it  was  what  anyone  would  have  done 
only  he  wouldnt  probably  have  been  caught. 
So  it  was  no  use  arguing  because  I  knew  the 
twice  he  complained  of  me  before  this  half  he 
would  not  hsten  and  there  is  really  nothing  to 
be  done  with  him.  So  I  was  swished  this  evening 
and  I  am  afraid  the  Head  has  begun  to  think 
very  bad  of  me  as  he  looked  very  stern,  and 
said  if  it  had  not  been  the  last  night  of  the 
half  he  would  have  turned  me  down  for  being 
swished  three  times  in  one  half.  But  I  cannot 
liave  been  so  idle  as  they  think  for  I  have 
gained  four  places  in  Trials  which  shows  I 
am  not  really  bad  at  heart.  I  wish  I  was 
coming  home  to-morrow  instead  of  going  to 
Grandmamas  as  I  could  explain  better  but 
I  thought  I  would  write  to  you  in  case  you 
saw  it  in  my  report.  I  will  really  make  up 
for  it  next  year  and  keep  out  of  trouble.  I 
hope  Fryer  wont  tell  whoever  I  am  up  to 
next  half  and  give  him  a  wrong  opinion 
of  me.     I    hope   I    shall    come    out    well    in 
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Collections  to  show  him.      Hoping   this  will 

satisfy   you 

I  remain, 

Your  very  affectionate  son, 
Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 

P.S. — I  am  going  to  be  sure  and  go  up  and 

shake  hands  with  him  after  school  to-morrow 

to  show  him  I  forgive  him. 
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MIDDLE    DIVISION— A    NEW    LEAF. 

XXi 

The  Revd.  T.  F.  Elder's 

Eton  College. 

Sunday  Jan.  2>\stt 
My  dearest  Papa, 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  kind 

letter   which   encouraged   me   very   much.     I 

am  remembering  all  you  told  me  in  the  hoUdays 

and  I  am  doing  my  very  best  and  I  think  I 

have  really  turned  over  a  new  leaf  now.     I 

am  glad  I  am  up  to  Devon,  which  is  a  great 

help  to  me  as  he  is  very  considerate  and  seems 

to  know  that  everybody  is  not  exactly  the 

same  so  that  he  treats  them  differently.     I 

am  up  to  Fox  in  Mathematics  who  used  to  be 

at  a  tutor's  with  you  and  has  taken  a  great 

fancy  to  me.     I  think  I  shall  get  on  better 

with  my  Mathematics  with  him  than  I  have 

done  before.     He  is  not  very  good  at  getting 
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up  so  that  when  we  have  Mathematics  at  early 
school  we  have  usually  an  extra  quarter  of 
an  hour  in  bed,  but  it  doesnt  do  to  count  on 
it,  as  then  he  is  in  time.  We  have  extras  in 
Middle  Division  and  we  are  doing  Astronomy 
up  to  Popton,  which  is  very  easy  but  I  think 
it  is  rather  rot.  Devon  gives  us  voluntary 
work  which  we  have  to  do  in  our  spare  time. 
It  is  the  history  of  the  Thirty  Years'  War 
which  is  very  interesting,  but  it  is  rather 
puzzUng  as  one  never  knows  quite  which 
side  the  different  people  are  on,  they  change 
so.  I  do  a  good  deal  of  my  work  in  the  Boys' 
Library  which  is  a  jolly  place  to  work  in,  as 
it  is  very  quiet  and  comfortable  with  a  fire. 
I  dont  know  whether  my  Tutor  has  written 
to  tell  you  the  news  of  his  going  to  retire  at 
the  end  of  next  half.  He  is  awfully  cut  up 
about  it.  I  am  very  sorry  too  as  he  has  always 
been  most  kind  to  me  and  Mrs.  Elder  as  well. 
I  suppose  you  will  have  to  make  some  arrange- 
ments  about   me.-    Most   of   the   fellows    say 
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they  are  going  to  stop  on  if  they  can,  but  of 
course  we  dont  know  yet  who  is  going  to  take 
over  the  house.  We  are  very  quiet  here  now. 
Majoie  is  still  Captain,  but  we  have  lost  a  lot 
of  fellows,  the  two  Tattertons,  and  Short, 
and  Malley  and  Fyffe-Cooper  ma.  and  we 
have  only  two  new  fellows,  so  that  we  have 
decreased  by  three.  I  have  a  fellow  called  Ursby 
for  my  fag,  but  he  has  a  most  frightful  stammer 
which  is  rather  a  nuisance,  as  one  can  never 
be  sure  when  one  sends  him  up  town  that 
he  will  bring  back  the  right  thing.  Tatter  ton 
major  was  down  here  on  Saturday.  He  is 
with  a  crammer  at  Sydenham.  I  havent 
played  fives  at  all  yet  this  half  as  we  havent 
got  any  Sixth  Form  fellows  at  my  Tutor's 
now  and  I  never  seem  to  have  any  luck  running 
for  courts.  Charhe  Shirburn  has  given  me 
a  place  however  on  Thursday.  With  best 
love  to  all 

Your  affecate  son, 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
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XXL 

Revd.  T.  F.  Elders 

Eton  College 

^Sunday  June  Qth. 
Dear  Papa 

I  was  very  sorry  you  could  not  come 

down  on  the  Fourth,  as  it  made  the  day  very 

dull  not  having  anyone.     I  think  next  time 

you  arent  able  to  come  I  will  get  Grandmama 

to  ask  me  for  leave,  as  one  feels  so  awfully  out 

of  it  all  by  oneself.      I  went  into  speeches  in 

the  morning  which  were  rather  good.     There 

was  a  French  piece  at  the  end  which  about 

six  fellows  spoke  in  out  of  Moliere,  which  was 

awfully    funny    and    made    everyone    laugh, 

though  of  course  I  couldnt  understand  it  quite 

all.      I  saw  Colonel  Hopewell  in  the  playing 

fields  after  four,   but  I  didnt  speak  to  him 

as  he  was  with  a  lot  of  fellows  I  didnt  know 

and  I   wasnt  sure  he  would  remember  me, 
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as  he  had  only  seen  me  the  twice  you  took 
me  with  you  to  lunch  at  the  barracks.  The 
fireworks  were  not  bad  but  they  were  too 
slow  and  of  course  it  came  on  to  rain  before 
they  had  finished. 

I  am  getting  on  very  well  with  Greyham 
though  I  dont  think  he  is  a  very  good  master 
as  he  favours  a  good  deal  and  he  has  such  a 
lot  of  odd  ideas.  He  has  taken  to  make  us 
write  out  the  sense  for  our  verses  in  EngHsh 
poetry  now,  and  the  subject  for  last  week  was 
Casablanca.  Not  everyone  did  it,  but  lie 
read  out  the  poems  that  had  been  shown  up, 
and  though  mine  wasnt  judged  the  best  it  was 
rather  successful.  I  am  enclosing  it  for  you 
to  see.  Wynington's  poem  was  the  best  but 
he  is  the  sort  of  fellow  who  goes  in  for  blank 
verse  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  so  of  course 
nobody  else  really  had  a  chance.  Greyham 
is  going  to  have  Collections  in  the  middle  of 
this  half  as  well  as  the  end,  which  I  think 
is  nonsense  as  it  only  puts  one  off  doing  one's 
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work  steadily,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  it  is 
legal. 

There  was  a  school  match  yesterday  against 
West  Kent.  We  were  beaten  but  perhaps  it 
was  because  it  was  the  5th  of  June  and  our 
Eleven  had  not  got  over  the  4th.  I  sat  on 
Wynington's  rug  to  watch  it  all  after  twelve 
and  after  four.  Wynington  is  an  awfully  nice 
fellow  to  talk  to,  he  knows  such  a  lot  of  books 
and  he  is  very  amusing.  I  want  to  ask  you 
if  I  may  have  an  order  for  a  rug,  as  one  has  to 
have  one  for  school  matches  and  it  is  very 
inconvenient  for  me  always  having  to  sit  on 
Wynington's,  as  it  looks  like  sponging.  It 
wouldnt  cost  much  as  of  course  I  wouldnt 
get  a  very  expensive  one.- 

Now  I  must  say  Goodbye  as  I  have  to  do 
my  Sunday  Ques.  Greyham  gives  us  awfully 
funny  ones  about  all  sorts  of  Roman  Cathohc 
saints  and  things  of  that  sort.  This  week 
we  have  to  write  an  account  of  Port  Royal 
which  is  the  capital  of  Jamaica,  and  I  dont 
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think  it  is  at  all  religious.      Please  give  my 
best  love  to  all  and  I  remain, 

Your  affecate  Son, 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 

The  Poem 

Casabianca 

Alas  the  horrors  of  a  war 
At  sea.      'Tis  sad  to  think 
How  many  gallant  ships  blow  up. 
How  many  others  sink. 

For  me  to  sing,  but  not  the  first, 
An  oft  repeated  tale 
Of  one  whose  body  fed  the   fish, 
Fit  subject  for  a/  wail.  \     y^A 

Casabianca  v/as  his  ^ame, 

A  proper  boy, was  he,    . 

He'd  firm;  attachment  for  the  ship, 

A  hankering  for  the  sea. 

^'/ 

/ 
/ 


78  LETTERS  OF  [third 

Of  the  French  fleet  his  father  was 
The  gallant  Commodore, 
He  took  his  little  son  on  board, 
To  save  his  board  on  shore. 

A  powerful  fleet  was  soon  sent  forth 
From  Britain's  sunny  isle, 
Near  Egj^t  it  attacked  the  French, 
August  the  first  (old  style). 

The  English  fleet  drove  back  the  foe, 
And  many  a  ship  was  sunk, 
But  'mid  the  crash  of  falling  spars, 
That  young  boy's  heart  ne'er  shrunk. 

His  father  when  he  left  the  deck, 
Had  told  him  there  to  stay, 
And  (perhaps  because  he  couldn't  swim) 
He  could  not  disobey. 

"  Father  ! "  he  cried  in  accents  shrill, 
"  O  say  now,  may  I  go  ] " 
But  while  the   bullets  hailed  above, 
Dead  silence  reigned  below. 
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For  all  but  he  had  left  the  ship 
Except  the  Commodore, 
He  wounded  in  the  cabin  lay, 
Stretched  out  upon  the  floor. 

The  ship  blew  up  with  loud  report, 
He  xleft  the  deck,  t'is  true, 
But  his  father  could  not  blow  him  up, 
For  he  was  blown  up  too. 

xxn. 

Revd.   T.  F.  Elder's 

Eton  College 

Sunday  July  ith. 
Dear  Papa 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter 

and  for  saying  I  may  go  up  to  Grandmama's 

for  Lords.      I  hope  you  and  Susan   will   be 

able  to  come  up  for  it  too.      We  are  expecting 

to  win  but  lots  of  fellows  are  afraid  we  shant 

as  we  beat  Winchester  and  they  say  if  we  win 

one    match    we  generally  lose  the  other.     Of 
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course  you  know  the  Winchester  match  was 
here  this  year.  We  had  a  whole  school  day 
on  Thursday  and  a  half  holiday  on  Friday 
instead  of  the  other  way  about,  and  a  whole 
holiday  yesterday  for  it.  We  went  in  first 
and  made  230  and  they  only  made  136  so  they 
had  to  follow  on  and  got  139.  Then  we  went 
in  again  but  our  fellows  got  out  so  fast  that 
it  was  really  exciting  at  the  end,  and  we  only 
won  by  5  wickets  after  all.  There  are  two 
fellows  in  my  division  playing,  their  names 
are  Perkins  and  Randlesham.  They  both 
played  awfully  well  and  they  will  be  certain 
to  play  at  Lord's  now.  Perkins  is  an  awfully 
nice  fellow  and  I  like  Randlesham  very  much 
too,  but  I  dont  know  him  so  well.  I  have 
been  dry-bobbing  a  great  deal  lately  and  am 
playing  regularly  for  my  Tutor's  now.  We 
have  plaj^ed  five  matches  this  half,  and  have 
won  three  against  Popton's,  Eraser's,  and 
Philhps'.  My  average  is  only  2,  but  I  never 
have  much  chance  as  I  generally  go  in  last 
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and  sometimes  dont  get  a  ball.  I  think  I 
am  best  at  bowling.  I  bowl  lobs  and  often 
get  a  lot  of  wickets  when  I  play  at  the  net, 
but  Mayne  our  Captain  never  puts  me  on  in 
matches,  as  he  very  Ukely  thinks  I  might 
be  too  expensive.  I  think  it  is  rather  hard 
as  a  good  lob  bowler  very  often  is  very  useful, 
as  I  think  fellows  get  put  off  when  they  have 
been  used  to  nothing  but  the  other  kinds. 

We  have  been  stopped  sitting  on  the  wall 
now,  as  last  Monday  the  Head  had  the  whole 
of  Fifth  form  up  into  Upper  School  after 
two  and  gave  us  a  long  jaw  about  it.  I  think 
it  was  aAvfully  sensible  of  him  because  he  didnt 
row  us  and  say  straight  that  we  were  not  to 
do  it  any  more,  but  he  said  he  knew  it  was  a 
very  old  custom,  but  now  there  Avere  so  many 
of  us  it  was  rather  different  from  when  there 
were  much  fewer  fellows  in  the  school,  and 
it  must  be  a  great  trial  to  any  strange  ladies 
to  have  to  walk  along  in  front  and  think  every 
one  was  looking  at  them,  and  he  said  he  did 
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not  think  we  vouid  like  to  have  our  sisters 
and  relations  made  to  feel  uncomfortable 
which  is  quite  true.  He  was  rather  funny 
about  it  as  he  said  a  gentleman  had  complained 
to  him  about  some  remarks  he  had  heard 
when  he  was  passing  with  some  ladies,  though 
I  dont  think  anyone  would  be  such  a  cad  as 
that,  and  when  he  asked  him  if  he  could  point 
out  who  had  made  them  he  could  only  tell 
him  that  he  had  on  very  large  check  trousers, 
and  he  thought  he  might  say  something  as 
well  about  that,  as  he  had  noticed  it  had  be- 
come the  fashion  to  wear  very  loud  trousers, 
so  that  that  was  really  no  help  to  him  to  find 
out  who  it  was,  but  it  would  be  better  if  we 
dressed  more  quietly.  Some  fellows  were 
rather  angry  and  said  the  Head  has  no  right 
to  stop  us  sitting  on  the  v/all  which  has  gone 
on  since  the  school  began,  but  the  Head  is 
such  a  gentleman  that  I  dont  think  anyone 
would  really  like  to  go  against  him,  and  at 
any  rate  no  one  has  been  doing  it  since  except 
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of  course  at  hoisting  on  Tuesday,  when  we  had 
to  and  he  said  he  didnt  think  it  could  be  helped. 
Greyham  has  given  us  the  lives  of  a  lot 
of  early  saints  for  Sunday  Ques  this  week, 
but  1  dont  think  they  are  quite  proper.  I 
must  finish  mine  now  so  I  will  say  Goodbye, 
with  best  love  and  I  remain, 

Your  affectionate  Son, 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 


XXIII. 

I  T.  F.  Elder's 

Eton  College 

Bucks. 
Sunday,  July  2b th. 
My  dear  Papa, 

I  am  writing  to  tell  you  what  happened 
yesterday  about  my  Tutor's  testimonial.  I 
am  sorry  you  werent  able  to  come  dow^n  to  it 
but  I  gave  your  message  to  my  Tutor  and  I 
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think  he  was  very  much  touched.  A  lot  of 
the  old  fellows  of  my  Tutors  came  down,  and 
some  of  them  had  dinner  with  us.  One  whose 
name  was  Ketteridge  heard  Mrs  Elder  say 
my  name  at  dinner,  and  came  and  spoke  to 
me  afterwards  and  said  he  was  here  with  you, 
and  asked  to  be  remembered  to  you  as  he  had 
not  seen  you  since  you  left  Cambridge.  The 
presentation  was  after  two.  There  was  quite 
a  large  assemblage,  all  of  us  and  about  twenty 
old  fellows.  The  testimonial  was  my  Tutor's 
picture. and  a  centre  and  two  dishes  to  go  at 
the  side.  The  picture  was  the  exact  image 
of  my  Tutor  and  awfully  well  done.  One  of 
the  old  fellows  named  Oreson-White  made  a 
speech  to  present  the  testimonial  and  said 
exactly  what  we  all  thought  and  my  Tutor 
spoke  after  that,  but  he  nearly  broke  down, 
he  was  so  affected.  In  the  evening  he  sent 
for  us  all  one  by  one  to  his  study,  which  is 
already  being  cleared,  as  he  is  going  away 
almost    directly   after   the   beginning   of    the 
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holidays  as  Hennesley  is  coming  in  to  make 
some  alterations,  and  gave  us  each  some  of 
his  books  out  of  his  library.  He  has  given 
me' Arnold's  History  of  Rome  which  I  shall 
prize  very  much.  All  our  names  are  to  be 
cut  up  on  the  staircase  whether  we  leave  the 
house  or  not,  as  a  good  many  of  our  fellows 
are  going  to  do,  so  that  our  names  will  be  both 
there  after  all,  which  I  am  very  glad  of.  I 
am  packing  my  things  up  now  to  go  across 
to  Devon's  and  to  bring  home,  as  I  asked  Devon 
whether  I  might  bring  my  own  bureau  and  he 
said  I  could  not  as  he  always  provides  them. 
I  am  very  sorry  to  leave  my  old  room  and 
my  Tutor's  but  I  think  I  would  sooner  be  at 
Devon's  than  stop,  as  it  is  such  a  bore  being 
at  a  dame's  and  having  to  go  out  at  night 
to  one's  Tutor.  We  are  in  Collections  now 
and  I  hope  to  do  pretty  well  but  I  am  afraid 
I  shant  get  the  prize,  as  there  are  such 
a  lot  of  better  fellows  in  the  division 
than  L 
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With  best  love  and  looking  forward  to  seeing 
you  on  Friday  I  am 

Your  afFecate  son 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 


XXIV. 

c/o  G.  B.  Devon  Esq. 

Eton  College. 

Sunday  September  26. 
Dear^Papa, 

I  am  glad  to  say  I  am  quite  comfortably 
settled  at  my  new  Tutor's,  and  it  is  not  nearly 
so  disagreeable  changing  as  I  was  afraid  it  would 
be.  Of  coursed  knew  a  lot  of  the  fellows 
here  before  I  came,  as  they  were  in  my  division 
and  that  sort  of  thing,  but  I  suppose  as  I  didn't 
like  fellows  coming  from  other  houses  over 
our  heads  at  Elder's  I  expected  the  fellows 
here  would  feel  the  same  towards  me.  How- 
ever they  don't  seem  to  and  they  are  all  as 
nice  to  me  as  though  I  had  been  here  always. 
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There  is  a  good  deal  of  difference  here  to  what 
it  used  to  be  at  Elder's.  There  are  a  great 
many  more  Upper  Boys  to  Lower  Boys  here 
than  there  were  there  :  and  the  result  is  I 
haven't  got  a  fag  here,  as  there  arent  enough 
to  go  round.  I  am  eighth  in  the  house  now, 
when  I  was  fifth  at  Elders.  There  is  too  a 
lot  of  difference  in  the  way  we  hve.  I  think 
it  must  have  something  to  do  with  our  not 
having  our  own  furniture,  but  we  seem  to  be 
hke  the  Christians  in  the  Acts  and  have  every- 
thing in  common,  which  makes  it  rather  ex- 
citing, as  very  often  one  finds  all  one's  things 
gone  out  of  one's  sock  cupboard  and  one 
hasn't  got  a  knife  or  anything  to  eat  one's 
food  with,  so  one  has  to  go  and  bag  someone 
else's.  The  boy's  maid  whom  I  have  made 
great  friends  with  gets  quite  in  despair  about 
me,  as  though  she  keeps  bringing  me  knives 
and  forks  and  things  from  some  secret  place 
she  has  they  are  always  disappearing,  as  I  am 
not  used  to  the  ways  of   the  house^     Now 
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she  hides  the  things  in  all  sorts  of  strange 
places  hke  my  bed  or  my  boots,  and  comes 
and  shows  me  when  I  begin  my  meals  with 
strict  orders  to  put  them  back  when  I  have 
done,  but  I  generally  forget.  It  is  just  the 
same  with  everybody  so  no  one  has  any  right 
to  grumble  and  it  really  gives  one  quite  a  fine 
appetite  by  the  time  one  is  all  ready  for  break- 
fast. My  room  is  very  comfortable  but  not 
so  big  as  my  old  one,  and  I  don't  think  I  hke 
the  way  the  house  is  built  so  much  as  Elder's. 
My  Tutor's  part  is  a  Httle  cottage  sort  of  house 
in  front  with  trellis  and  creepers  and  is  rather 
pretty  like  Aunt  Anna's,  but  our  part  which 
has  been  stuck  on  at  the  back  is  just  Hke  a 
great  ugly  barrack  only  one  room  and  a  passage 
thick  and  lour  stories  high,  so  that  it  looks 
as  if  it  would  topple  over  if  one  gave  it  a  push. 
The  passage  is  down  all  one  i^ide  of  it  and  the 
outer  wall  is  almost  all  windows  so  that  I  ex- 
pect it  will  be  jolly  cold  in  winter.  All  the 
rooms  are  exactly  the  same,  so  that  one  has 
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to  arrange  one's  furniture  the  same  in  all 
of  them,  but  it  is  rather  useful  in  one  way 
as  one  can  generally  tell  where  to  find  any. 
thing  one  wants  in  anyone  else's  room  by  look- 
ing where  one  would  put  it  oneself. 

I  like  my  Tutor  very  much  and  I  think  he 
Ukes  me.  He  is  quite  different  from  Elder, 
not  so  old  fashioned  and  doesnt  make  one  so 
afraid  of  him,  and  one  can  talk  to  him  more 
as  if  he  jpas.  hke  oneself.  I  was  rather  nervous 
at  first  hoWi  he  would  treat  me,  as  last  half 
when  I  came  to  see  him  about  coming  here 
he  seemed  ralther  doubtful  whether  he  ;rould 
take  me.  You  know,  ^^pa,  I  was  very  fond 
of  Elder's  andWery  s^ny  he  gave  up,  but  I 
have  been  thinking  it  over  to  myself  and  I 
think  it  was  rather  ^lucky  for  me  he  gave  up. 
I  dont  think  we  did  very  much  work  there 
and  it  would  very  likely  have  been  difficult 
for  me  to  pull  up  ;  but  now  I  can  make  a 
fresh  start  and  get  on  better.  At  any  rate  I 
am  going  to  try,  and  the  fellows  are  more  of 
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a  working  set  here  and  one  doesn't  get  in- 
terrupted if  one  really  means  to  sap.  I  am 
up  to  Edwards  this  half  and  so  far  have  got 
on  very  well  with  him.  Now  I  am  afraid 
I  must  end  as  I  have  my  Sunday  Questions 
to  finish,  so  with  best  love  to  all,  Goodbye  and 
I  remain 

Yours  ever  affectionately 
Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 


XXV. 

G.  B.  Devon's  Esq., 

Eton  College. 

Tuesday  Nov.  30. 
Dearest  Susan, 

I  am  writing  to  tell  you  the  result  of 

the  Prince  Consort's  Examination  as  I  know 

you  will  be  anxious  to  hear.      I  have  come 

out  fifteenth  in  the  German  and  I  am  very 

low  down  in  French  indeed,  but  of  course  I 

havent  had  much  practice  in  it  as  this  is  only 
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my  first  time  of  going  in  for  it,  and  we  must 
hope  for  better  luck  next  time.  You  will 
be  glad  to  hear  that  the  best  marks  I  got  in 
German  were  for  Grammar  so  your  coaching 
in  the  hoUdays  was  not  wasted. 

The  floods  which  went  down  a  httle  the 
week  before  last  have  been  rising  fast  again 
and  our  field  is  quite  under  water  again,  so 
that  we  have  been  hardly  able  to  play  football 
at  all  for  the  last  four  weeks  except  once  or 
twice  when  we  have  managed  to  get  a  field 
right  over  nearly  at  Slough,  which  takes  us 
nearly  all  the  time  to  get  there.  It  was  lucky 
they  just  went  down  enough  to  allow  the 
Wall  Match  and  the  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
Match  to-day,  as  I  dont  know  what  they  would 
have  done.  The  water  has  been  right  up 
Keate's  Lane  and  Gasworks  Lane  and  into 
the  houses  near  Barnes  Pool,  and  Hyde  who 
is  at  Fox's  told  me  that  his  room  was  all  floating 
and  he  had  to  go  into  his  Dame's  part  of  the 
house.     The  fellows  in  Keate's  Lane  had  to 
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come  into  school  in  punts  as  they  were  quite 
cut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  world.  I  went 
up  with  two  fellows  called  Bisshopp  and  Max- 
worth  to  the  top  of  the  Round  Tower  and 
there  was  nothing  but  water  as  far  as  you 
could  see.  They  say  these  have  been  the 
highest  floods  that  there  ever  have  been  this 
century,  and  if  they  had  risen  any  more  we 
were  going  to  be  sent  home.  They  are  rising 
again  now  so  perhaps  we  shall  be  after  all. 
It  is  freezing  hard  now  so  we  shall  very  likely 
get  some  skating  before  long  and  it  will  be 
grand  going  for  miles  where  the  floods  have 
lain,  though  I  expect  it  will  be  a  bit  rough. 
Grandmama  sent  me  a  pound  last  week  and 
I  have  bought  a  pair  of  patent  skates  that 
dont  want  any  straps  so  as  to  be  all  ready  for 
it,  as  usually  if  one  waits  to  buy  skates  till  it' 
bears  it  always  begins  to  thaw  directly,  at 
least  it  does  with  me  so  it  is  a  real  kindness 
to  other  people.  Grandmama  sent  me  a 
hamper  too  with  a  round  of  beef  and  a  cake 


YEAR.]  AN  ETON  BOY.  93 

in  it,  which  was  very  kind  of  her,  but  Patson 
and  Harraby  came  in  to  help  me  to  unpack 
it  when  it  came  and  consequently  there  was 
not  much  of  the  cake  left  to  finish  when  they 
had  done. 

I  have  been  rather  unlucky  last  Aveek 
as  I  had  an  awful  toothache  on  Monday  and 
so  had  to  stay  out  and  go  to  have  it  out.  The 
dentist  had  not  got  any  gas  ready  so  he  made 
me  choose  between  having  it  out  without  or 
coming  back  next  day,  but  the  pain  had  been 
so  awful  in  the  night  that  I  thought  it  was 
best  to  have  it  out  then.  Harraby  and  Ames- 
bury  came  up  with  me  to  what  they  called 
the  execution  and  made  stupid  jokes  about 
it  all  the  way  up  town  which  hurt  me  to  laugh 
at,  and  when  I  had  decided  to  have  it  out  they 
wanted  each  to  hold  my  hand,  but  I  kicked 
so  when  the  tooth  was  coming  out  that  I  nearly 
sent  Amesbury  out  through  the  window. 
Then  on  Sunday  I  was  rotting  about  on  the 
staircase    with    Patson    and    Harraby   and    I 
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slipped  and  put  my  thumb  out,  so  I  have  had 
it  in  sphnts  ever  since  and  have  been  excused 
writing.  I  am  writing  this  with  my  left  hand 
and  I  think  it  is  rather  good.  I  think  I 
shall  always  keep  up  writing  with  both 
hands,  as  it  is  much  more  useful  in  "case  of 
accidents. 

I  have  at  last  been  given  a  fag  as  one  of 
our  fellows  has  gone  home  for  some  reason, 
so  I  have  got  his.  His  name  is  Shipton  and 
he  looks  after  me  capitally,  though  he  com- 
plains rather  because  I  am  always  having  my 
knives  and  things  bagged  and  he  has  to  find 
me  others.  His  father  was  at  College  with 
Papa.  Amesbury  who  is  my  chief  friend  here 
lives  at  Twistleton  only  about  fifteen  miles 
from  us  and  is  coming  over  to  see  me  in  the 
holidays.  I  am  sure  you  will  Hke  him  as  he 
is  awfully  amusing,  though  he  is  rather  fond 
of  horrors  and  is  always  talking  about  guillotines 
and  tortures  and  that  sort  of  thing,  but  I 
dont  suppose  he  would  to   you.     My  Tutor 
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was  up  the  other  night  and  said  he  made  his 
blood  run  cold. 

To-day  has  of  course  been  a  hoHday  for 
St.  Andrews  and  the  Wall  Match.  Both  that 
and  the  Oxford  and  Cambridge  in  the  after- 
noon ended  in  a  tie.  On  next  Monday  we 
have  a  non  dies  for  Founder's  day  and  my 
Tutor's  and  Fryer's  have  a  match  at  the  Wall 
at  7  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  have  put 
down  my  name  to  play  as  I  would  like  to  learn 
something  about  the  game,  though  it  is  said  it 
takes  one  all  ones  life  to  learn  the  rules  properly. 

We  are  waiting  anxiously  now  for  the 
result  of  our  Trials  for  Upper  Division.  There 
are  two  of  us  at  my  Tutor's  in  for  it,  Harbeck 
and  I.  I  think  I  have  done  pretty  well  and 
if  I  have  not  muflfed  I  have  only  one  more 
Trials  for  the  First  Hundred.  Now  I  must 
say  Goodbye  so  with  best  love 
I  remain 

Your  ever  loving  Brother 
Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
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UPPER  DIVISION— THE   HAPPY  MEAN. 

XXVI. 

G.  Bi  Devours  Esq 

Eton-. 

Sunday,  March  5. 
Dearest  Susan, 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter 

which  I  got  all  right  on  Friday.      I  was  glad 

to  hear  you  and  Grandmama  are  quite  well 

and  enjoying  yourselves  at  Cannes.      I  rather 

wish  I  was  out  there  with  you  as  the  weather 

here   is    beastly   and    everything   seems   very 

damp  after  the  floods,   which  have  not  gone 

down  altogether  yet,  at  least  just  about  the 

river.      On  the  1st  it  was  right  up  over  the 

banks  and  the  fellows  in  the  boats  had  to  get 

out  on  to  the  rafts  by  planks  as  the  boathouses 

were  right  under  water.     We  have  been  hoping 
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to  get  some  skating  again  this  half,  but  it  has 
just  been  too  warm  to  let  the  ice  bear,  other- 
wise we  could  have  done  the  same  as  last  half 
and  gone  miles  over  the  remains  of  the  floods. 
I  am  running  with  the  Beagles  this  half,  and 
yesterday  it  was  most  exciting  as  we  were  all 
amongst  the  floods,  and  if  one  tried  to  take  a 
short  cut  one  never  quite  knew  what  was 
going  to  happen.  One  fellow  who  was  with 
me  was  just  in  front  of  me  at  one  place  and 
he  suddenly  disappeared  right  over  his  head, 
having  gone  into  a  hole  where  there  was  a 
ditch,  and  had. to  be  pulled  out  by  the  legs. 
It  was  lucky  I  was  behind  him  or  T  jv  (,  i  i  ^ 
have  fallen  in  myself. 

The  chief  news  I  have  to  give  you  in  this 
is  that  we  have  got  measles  at  my  Tutor's,  at 
least  six  fellows  have  got  it  already,  and  about 
every  second  morning  the  boy's  maid  comes 
in  to  call  one  with  the  news  that  someone  else 
has  got  it.  It  began  with  my  fag,  which 
was  very  hard  luck  for  me  as  I  was  done  out 
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of  a  fag  till  the  last  three  weeks  of  last  half, 
and  I  have  only  had  this  one  about  six  weeks. 
Then  a  fellow  called  Porcher  took  it,  then 
Salmon,  and  after  that  Shipton,  Amesbury, 
and  Greene  all  the  same  day.  The  house 
seems  quite  strange  with  all  their  doors  covered 
over  with  sheets  soaked  in  disinfecting  fluid 
to  keep  the  infection  out,  and  we  all  have  to 
move  about  as  quietly  as  possible  to  prevent 
disturbing  them  when  they  are  asleep.  Of 
course  they  dont  take  measles  to  the  Sana- 
torium as  they  arent  dangerous.  My  Dame 
is  quite  in  a  state  of  worry  about  it  and  thinks 
everyone  who  has  a  pain  in  his  finger  is  going 
to  get  measles ;  and  the  other  day  when  I 
went  to  her  to  stay  out  as  I  had  a  headache 
and  a  bit  of  sore  throat,  she  made  me  go  to 
bed  at  once  and  kept  me  there  for  two  days 
and  I  had  the  doctor  to  see  me  on  both,  till 
at  last  he  said  he  didnt  think  I  was  going  to 
have  the  measles,  which  of  course  I  knew 
all  the  time,  as  I  have  had  them  twice  already  : 
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but  it  was  rather  fun  altogether  as  I  had  to 
be  excused  work  all  the  time.  My  Tutor  is 
very  nervous  too  and  got  quite  angry  the 
other  day  when  he  caught  Patson  and  Harraby 
and  me  in  Amesbury's  room,  where  we  had 
gone  in  for  a  few  minutes  to  comfort  him. 
He  was  having  his  dinner  and  as  he  had  a  lot 
more  chicken  and  blancmange  than  he  wanted 
we  were  helping  him,  when  in  rushed  my 
Tutor  and  turned  us  all  out  and  sent  us  down 
to  pupil  room  to  do  a  poena  and  said  he  had 
a  good  mind  to  complain  of  us.  I  told  him 
it  was  impossible  I  could  catch  the  infection 
and  I  wanted  to  cheer  Amesbury  up  in  his 
sohtude,  but  he  wouldnt  listen  and  only  got 
more  angry.  Patson  and  Harraby  are  quite 
disappointed  they  havent  got  the  measles,  as 
the  only  thing  they  seem  to  enjoy  is  acting 
the  lunatic  up  and  down  the  passages,  and 
Newstead  stops  all  that  sort  of  thing  at  once 
now,  so  they  say  life  isnt  worth  Hving  :  and  it 
certainly  is  very  dull. 
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Patson  has  got  into  the  boats  this  half 
and  so  have  Porcher,  Harbeck,  and  Roresby, 
so  that  now  we  have  seven  fellows  in  the  boats 
and  next  half  we  ought  to  have  at  least  one 
if  not  two  fellows  in  the  Eight,  as  Coniston 
'  is  coming  on  a  lot. 

This  has  been  quite  an  extraordinary  half 
altogether,  as  the  floods  prevented  the  House 
Cup  being  finished  last  half,  as  the  Field  was 
all  under  water  so  that  three  ties  have  had 
to  be  played  off  this  half,  which  I  believe  has 
never  happened  before.  So  that  we  have  had 
football  and  fives  going  on  at  the  same  time  and 
the  football  has  only  just  been  got  out  of  the 
way  in  time  for  March  1st. 

Goodbye  now  for  the  present  with  best  love 

to  yourself  and  Grandmama,  and  tell  her  she 

neednt  be  afraid  of  any  measles  in  this  letter,  as 

the  house  is  simply  reeking  with  Condy's  fluid. 

I  remain 

Your  ever  afFate  brother 
Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
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XXVII. 

G.  B.  Devon's  Esq., 

Eton  College. 

Sunday,  March  26. 
Dear  Father, 

I  got  your  letter  on  Monday  and  1  have 

been  thinking  carefully  over  what  you  said, 

and  I  have  also  talked  to  my  Tutor  about  it, 

and  I  think  I  had  perhaps  better  give  up  going 

in  for  the  Army,  as  my  Tutor  says  he  is  sure 

I  would  do  best  in  something  where  the  work 

would  be  more  sedentary.      I  am  rather  sorry 

not  to  be  going  in  for  the  Army,  especially 

as  you  have  had  such  a  lot  of  trouble  in  getting 

my  name  put  down  for  the  Guards,  but  of 

course  I  understand  that  I  shall  have  to  work 

for  my  living,  and  it  will  be  much  wiser  to 

take  up  something  where  I  shant  be  an  expense 

to  you  for  so  long.      I  think  I  could  do  pretty 

well  at  the  Law,  or  my  Tutor  says  he  beHeves 

I  would  in  the  Diplomatic  Service,  but  I  sup- 
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pose  now  it  has  been  decided  that  I  shan't 
go  in  for  the  Army,  there  will  be  more 
time  to  make  up  our  minds  which  I  finally 
choose. 

I  think  I  have  been  doing  pretty  well  at 
my  work  this  half.  I  get  on  very  well  with 
Edwards  and  am  generally  pretty  high  when 
we  change  places  every  week.  I  am  afraid 
I  shall  never  be  very  great  at  verses,  and  my 
Tutor  is  sometimes  in  despair  over  them  and 
says  they  are  enough  to  make  the  old  Roman 
poets  turn  in  their  graves,  but  I  think  that 
is  a  talent  which  everybody  hasn't  got.  I  do 
better  in  Greek  Iambics  as  usually  we  have 
them  to  do  out  of  Shakespeare,  and  they  go 
almost  straight  into  iambics  by  just  looking 
the  words  out  in  the  Lexicon.  My  best  thing 
in  school  are  my  Sunday  Questions  and  I 
have  been  going  on  getting  exemptions  for 
them  every  week,  and  as  I  have  never  got 
into  any  row  with  Edwards,  what  with  the 
ones  I  got  last  half  and  the  ones  I  have  got 
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this  I  have  got  almost  enough  now  to  make 
up  a  Georgic,  and  I  feel  almost  inclined  to 
commit  some  great  sin  and  get  him  to  set  me 
a  Georgic  to  save  wasting  them.  I  am  doing 
a  lot  of  private  German  and  French  work, 
and  of  course  we  have  private  with  my  Tutor 
twice  a  week,  when  we  are  doing  Plato,  but 
I  dont  care  for  it  very  much  as  it  all  seems 
to  be  Socrates'  friends  asking  him  stupid 
questions  for  him  to  show  off.  He  gives  us 
History  papers  too  to  do  in  our  rooms  which 
I  like.  I  think  he  rather  likes  me  though 
we  have  had  one  or  two  rows  this  half.  Last 
Friday  he  caught  Harraby  and  I  playing 
noughts  and  crosses  at  private  and  sent  us 
out  to  write  out  the  lesson  upstairs,  and  then 
to  make  it  worse  we  didnt  hear  the  prayer 
bell  and  so  missed  prayers ;  but  he  doesn't 
bear  malice  and  soon  gets  over  it.  Last  night 
he  gave  me  a  ticket  for  a  lecture  on  Russian 
Folk  Lore  by  a  man  named  Ralston  in  the 
Boys'    Library,    which    was    very   interesting 
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and  very  amusing,  as  he  told  us  a  lot  of  Russian 
ghost  stories  and  fairy  tales. 

We  are  doing  Minerallogy  for  our  science 
work  this  half  with  a  new  master  named  Halh 
He  shows  us  a  lot  of  wooden  blocks  rather 
like  child's  bricks  which  are  supposed  to  repre- 
sent crystals  but  I  dont  see  the  use  of  our 
learning  things  like  that  for  just  one  half  and 
then  going  on  to  something  else.  I  think 
it  would  be  much  better  if  we  were  left  to 
read  about  them  if  we  like  in  our  spare  time. 
I  have  had  one  half  each  now  of  Astronomy 
and  Geology  and  Chemistry  and  now  we  are 
doing  this,  and  I  havent  learnt  anything  much 
about  any  of  them.  Hall  was  not  at  Eton 
himself  and  he  gets  awfully  humbugged,  and 
when  he  gets  angry  he  sets  fellows  what  he 
calls  impositions,  which  of  course  only  makes 
him  get  humbugged  more. 

There  have  been  very  few  of  us  at  my 
Tutor's  this  half,  as  such  a  lot  of  fellows  have 
been  down  with  the  measles  and  have  had  to 
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go  home  to  convalesce,  though  some  of  them 
have  begun  to  come  back  again  now,  and  I 
am  glad  to  say  my  fag^  This  day  fortnight 
there  were  only  ten  at  prayers.  It  has  been 
a  good  thing  in  one  way  that  it  has  made  less 
to  want  Newstead's  fives  court  on  long  after 
fours,  and  I  have  managed  to  get  it  five  times 
myself  besides  playing  with  other  fellows  who 
have  had  it  given  them.  We  had  our  House 
Sports  last  Tuesday  with  Fryer's.  I  was  in 
for  the  Hundred  and  the  Quarter  but  I  missed 
my  heat  in  the  Hundred  and  only  came  in 
eleventh  in  the  Quarter,  so  I  didnt  do  very 
well.  We  have  taken  to  boxing  in  the  eve- 
nings now  which  is  very  good  exercise,  only  last 
night  Patson  knocked  me  through  a  passage 
window  and  now  we  are  disputing  which  of 
us  ought  to  pay  for  it.  The  School  and  Junior 
Steeplechases  were  on  yesterday.  Three  of 
my  Tutor's  fellows  were  in  for  them  but  only 
Butterton  did  anything  :  he  came  in  third 
in  the  Junior. 
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Goodbye  now  with  best  love,  and  I  remain 
Your  affate  son 
Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 


XXVIII. 

G.  B.  Devon's  Esq., 

Eton  College. 

Sunday,  May  28. 
My  dear  Father, 

I  am  writing  to  ask  you  if  I  may  go  for 

leave  to  the  Anningtons  on  Saturday^     Mr. 

Annington  came  down  yesterday  to  see  his 

son  who  has  just  come  to  Matthew's  and  came 

to  call  on  me.     They  have  taken  a  house  at 

Cookham  and  are  going  to  have  a  lot  of  fellows 

over  on  Saturday  and  my  Tutor  says  I  can 

go  if  you  have  no   objection.      So  will  you 

write  at  once  and  say  I  may.     Mr  Annington 

says  I  may  also  go  with  them  to  Henley  this 

year,  which  I  shall  enjoy  very  much  as  it  will 

be  better  than  only  going  independently  as 

I  did  last  year. 


YEAE.]  AN  ETON  BOY.  107 

We  have  had  something  quite  new  to-day, 
that  is  we  didnt  all  join  in  as  we  always  have 
done  before  in  the  "  mercy  endureth  for  ever  " 
this  afternoon,  as  they  had  it  to  quite  a  new 
tune.  I  suppose  they  did  it  to  be  extra  safe, 
as  anyhow  there  would  most  Hkely  not  have 
been  so  much  noise  as  usual  as  the  Head  had 
us  all  up  in  Upper  School  on  Friday  to  give 
us  a  jaw  about  it.  He  had  us  up  first  of  all 
about  a  row  there  has  been  over  a  cart  that 
belonged  to  an  old  apple  woman,  and  some- 
body shied  a  ball  or  something  at  it  as  it  was 
going  along  the  Slough  Road  and  made  it  bolt, 
so  that  it  upset  into  a  ditch  and  was  smashed 
up.  It  was  not  known  who  had  done  it,  so 
he  told  us  if  whoever  it  was  didnt  confess  there 
was  to  be  a  General  Poena  to  be  shown  up 
next  Wednesday.  Then  he  went  on  about 
the  28th  psalm  in  Chapel  to  say  that  he  had 
always  noticed  when  it  came  round,  first  you 
heard  the  choir  in  a  very  small  voice  ail  by 
itself  for  the  beginning  of  the  verse,  and  then 
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suddenly  the  whole  Chapel  burst  into  what 
he  said  he  had  heard  described  as  an  ungodly 
shout,  and  he  thought  it  was  not  very  reverent 
and  he  would  rather  it  was  stopped.  So  I 
expect  it  would  have  been  even  if  we  had  had 
the  proper  tune  as  one  generally  attends  to 
what  the  Head  says  especially  when  he  puts 
it  as  a  kind  of  favour.  I  havent  begun  the 
general  poena  as  I  always  find  when  one  does 
the  fellow  confesses,  so  that  one  has  all  one's 
trouble  for  nothing ;  and  anyhow  there  is 
plenty  of  time  to  Wednesday. 

We  had  a  holiday  yesterday  for  the  Queen's 
Birthday,  which  was  really  on  Wednesday, 
but  they  always  like  doing  us  out  of  the  benefit 
of  a  holiday  on  a  whole  school  day  when  they 
can.  The  Fourth  of  June  is  to  be  kept  on  the 
6th  this  year  as  it  falls  on  next  Sunday,  but 
there  is  a  good  reason  for  that,  as  Monday 
is  a  Bank  Holiday,  and  they  dont  want  all 
the  London  holiday  outers  coming  down  making 
themselves   a   nuisance.      I   suppose    though, 
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you  have  got  my  Tutor's  invitation  to  lunch 
already,  havent  you  1 

I  went  to  breakfast  with  Edwards  on  Wed- 
nesday with  two  other  fellows  in  my  division, 
Fordyce  and  Broadpark.  The  two  Miss 
Edwardses,  Edwards'  sisters  were  there  and 
we  got  on  very  well  with  them,  though  it  was 
a  little  difficult  at  first  till  I  found  one  of  them 
had  been  to  Dunchester,  and  after  that  we 
had  plenty  to  talk  about,  and  Fordyce  and 
Broadpark  talked  to  Edwards  about  fishing. 
I  am  getting  on  with  him  in  school  splendidly 
still  and  am  still  going  on  getting  exemptions, 
so  that  I  have  quite  a  drawer  full  of  them 
by  this  time,  and  never  seem  to  have  a  chance 
of  using  them. 

It  has  been  very  wet  the  last  week  and 
almost  always  has  rained  after  six- so  that  all 
dry-bobbing  in  the  evening  has  been  prevented, 
so  I  have  been  staying  in  to  sap  mstead.  We 
have  taken  to  stump  cricket  in  the  passage 
this  half   which   is  rather  fun.      Now  I  am 
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afraid  I  must  end,  as  I  have  to  have  tea  as  I 
am  going  out  for  a  walk  with  CharUe  Shirburn 
after  six.  With  best  love  to  all  Goodbye  and 
I  remain 

Yours  ever  aflfecately 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 


XXIX. 

Gi  B.  Devon's  Esq. 

Eton  College. 

Wednesday,  July  12. 
Dearest  Susan, 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  teUing  me 
about  the  arrangements  for  Friday.  I  shall 
be  up  in  London  by  a  quarter  past  ten,  and  if 
you  'vill  be  ready  then  we  can  go  on  straight 
together  tu  Lord's  and  be  there  at  the  begin- 
ning if  A' :  look  sharp.  It  is  great  luck  getting 
members'  tickets  again  as  I  \y\\\  be  able  to  stay 
with  you  till  Father  comes,  and  then  I  can 
go  and  sit  on  the  Roomers'  carriage  as  Roomer 
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has  asked  me,  so  I  shall  have  a  good  view  of 
the  match  the  whole  time. 

Last  night  and  the  night  before  were  the 
House  Fours.  My  Tutor's  rowed  awfully 
well  both  nights  and  won  their  heat  easily  on 
Monday  and  everyone  thought  they  were  safe 
to  win,  but  last  night  they  got  beaten  by  just 
half  a  length.  It  was  an  awfully  exciting 
race,  there  were  three  left  in  for  it,  my  Tutor's 
and  Eraser's  and  Helston's.  Eraser's  got  left 
behind  almost  at  once  and  my  Tutor's  and 
Helston's  kept  on  first  one  and  then  the  other 
ahead  right  down  to  the  Railway  Bridge. 
Then  my  Tutor's  got  in  front  and  it  seemed 
quite  certain  they  would  win,  but  just  before 
they  got  to  the  rails  Helston's  made  a  violent 
spurt,  and  just  managed  to  win  in  the  end 
by  half  a  length.  It  was  chiefly  owing  to  our 
cox  going  over  into  their  water  too  soon  so  that 
he  had  to  cross  half  over  the  river  to  save  a  foul, 
but  it  was  awfully  hard  luck  as  it  would  have 
been  the  second  year  my  Tutor's  had  won  it 
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running.  It  was  done  in  shorter  time  than 
has  ever  been  done  before,  and  both  our  fellows 
and  Helston's  were  both  quite  exhausted  at 
the  end,  and  Chester  had  to  be  Hfted  out  of 
the  boat  when  they  got  back  to  the  raft,  as 
he  was  almost  fainting.  Even  Patson  who  is 
as  strong  as  an  elephant  says  he  never  rowed 
in  such  a  race  in  his  life.  We  all  ran  with 
them  on  both  nights,  and  even  my  Tutor 
was  quite  excited  about  it  and  I  saw  him 
running  part  of  the  way  with  them  in  the 
final. 

We  have  been  doing  very  well  this  half  as 
Newstead  is  in  the  Eight  and  Butterton  is 
certain  for  the  Eleven  now  and  Newstead 
was  in  the  final  for  the  School  Sculling  and 
Patson  for  the  Junior  Sculling.  It  is  awfully 
good  Butterton  getting  into  the  Eleven  as  he 
is  only  a  Lower  Boy  still,  but  he  has  been 
playing  splendidly  in  all  the  school  matches 
this  half  and  he  is  one  of  the  best  fields  we 
have  ever  had.     It  is  lucky  for  him  beginning 
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so  young,  as  now  he  is  safe  to  be  Captain  of 
the  Eleven  before  he  leaves.  Brookes  who  is 
another  of  our  Lower  Boys  has  been  doing 
very  well  in  the  wet-bobbing  line,  as  he  won 
the  Lower  Boy  Sculling  so  that  altogether 
we  are  almost  the  best  House  in  the  School, 
except  Helston's  and  BelHngham's  which 
always  have  two  or  three  in  the  Eight  and 
the  Eleven. 

I  have  been  dry-bobbing  regularly  this 
half  in  a  club  that  is  generally  called  Jordan 
as  it  is  beyond  the  river,  though  its  proper 
name  is  Chalvey,  and  consists  of  fellows  who 
are  not  quite  good  enough  for  the  other  clubs, 
besides  practising  at  my  Tutor's  net  and  playing 
in  house  matches.  We  have  had  five  matches 
this  half  and  we  have  won  two  and  lost  three, 
but  we  are  best  in  our  Lower  Boy  Eleven,  as 
of  course  no  one  has  anyone  who  even  plays 
in  Upper  Club,  and  the  last  match  they  played 
against  Bassett's  Butterton  beat  them  in  one 
innings   off   his   own   bat.    That   is   another 
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thing  for  my  Tutor's  that  I  forgot  before 
that  we  are  pretty  safe  for  the  Lower  Boy 
Cup. 

I  met  Tatterton  major  last  Wednesday 
when  I  was  going  up  town  when  he  was  down  • 
about  getting  some  clothes,  and  he  made  me 
come  and  dine  with  him  at  the  White  Hart 
in  the  evening  to  see  the  minor  who  was  down 
too.  He  is  a  full  blown  Guardsman  now 
and  the  minor  is  at  Sandhurst,  and  there 
were  two  or  three  Life  Guard  Officers  dining 
there  too  so  we  were  quite  a  miUtary  party, 
and  all  of  us  Eton  fellows.  It  was  very  kind 
of  them  as  they  went  out  in  front  of  me  to 
make  sure  there  were  no  masters  about  and 
it  was  very  lucky  they  did,  as  Bagster  and 
Watford  who  are  the  two  masters  who  really 
hate  me  in  the  school  came  by  just  at  that 
moment,  and  I  had  only  just  time  to  jump 
back  behind  the  door  to  save  my  being  caughti 
It  very  likely  wouldn't  have  mattered  if  it 
had  been  anybody  else,  as  I  could  have  said 
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I  was  with  friends,  and  I  dont  suppose  that 
would  have  been  looked  upon  as  as  bad  as 
going  in  there  by  myself,  but  those  two  would 
probably  have  complained  of  me  without 
listening  to  anything  I  had  to  say.  The  Tat- 
tertons  asked  after  Father  and  you,  and  hope 
you  will  be  in  town  next  winter  when  they 
will  be. 

I  begin  trials  on  next  Monday  for  the  First 
Hundred.  It  is  rather  unfortunate  their 
coming  immediately  after  Lord's,  but  I  feel 
fairly  safe  as  I  have  been  sapping  very  steadily 
all  the  half  and  I  dont  suppose  those  few  days 
will  make  me  forget  it  all.  I  hope  at  any 
rate  I  shall  get  away  from  Edwards,  as  he  has 
moved  up  steadily  with  me  the  last  three  halves, 
and  though  I  dont  think  he  is  so  bad  as 
most  fellows  say  they  find  him  he  will 
always  tell  the  same  stories,  and  as  I 
have  heard  them  twice  at  least  each  half 
I  am  getting  rather  tired  of  them  by 
this    time.      Now    I    must    go    and     catch 
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Harbeck   to    make    him   sap    for    Trials,    so 
I  will  end  with  best  love,  and 

I  remain 

Your  ever  loving  Brother, 
Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
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FIRST  HUXDRED-RESPONSIBILTTY. 

XXX. 

C/o  G.  B.  Devon  Esq. 

Eton  College, 

Sunday  Oct.  Ist. 
Dearest  Susan, 

I  got  your  letter  all  right  on  Wednes- 
day, but  I  am  sorry  to  have  given  you  all  that 
trouble  by  my  letter  to  Father,  as  I  found 
my  sponge  in  my  boot  after  all.  I  hope  you 
got  the  post-card  I  sent  you  to  stop  you  looking. 
Everything  is  going  on  very  nicely  here. 
Coniston  is  Captain  of  my  Tutors  this  half 
as  Newstead  has  left,  Lewes  is  second  Captain, 
Harbeck  third,  and  then  I  come,  so  you  see 
I  am  getting  on.  Last  half  I  was  seventh. 
Chester  and  Harte  have  also  left.  The  chief 
news  I  have  to  give  you  in  this  is  that  we  have 
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started  a  Debating  Society.  We  began  it  the 
first  Saturday  of  the  half.  It  was  Coniston's 
idea  as  they  have  got  one  at  Fryer's,  and  he  is 
a  great  worshipper  of  Keene  their  Captain,  so 
I  suppose  thinks  he  ought  to  imitate  him. 
He  also  said  we  ought  to  do  something  to  raise 
our  moral  tone  which  I  think  was  great  cheek, 
as  our  moral  tone  is  as  good  as  Fryer's  any 
day.  However  I  must  go  on  to  tell  you  about 
it.  The  Society  consists  of  the  first  twelve 
in  the  house  and  Coniston  is  the  President 
and  Lewes  the  Secretary.  We  have  got  a 
beautiful  ballot  box  and  our  rules  all  ready 
made  from  Fryer's,  but  nobody  has  seen  them 
more  than  once  at  the  opening  meeting,  and 
Harraby  and  I  believe  that  Coniston  has  taken 
since  to  making  his  rules  as  he  goes  along, 
as  he  somehow  always  decides  against  anyone 
but  himself.  We  meet  on  Saturdays  after 
supper  in  the  library,  and  we  had  our  first 
debate  last  night  on  "  Whether  the  Railways 
of  this  country  ought  to  be  purchased  by  the 
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Government."  My  Tutor  took  part  in  it  and 
it  was  very  exciting.  Coniston  was  the  opener 
and  Lewes  the  seconder  and  we  all  spoke  on 
one  side  or  the  other.  I  was  for  it,  as  the 
German  railways  are  punctual  even  if  they 
are  not  so  fast  as  ours.  My  Tutor  spoke  last 
and  made  out  that  all  of  us  were  wrong  in 
something,  but  as  of  course  he  could  not  vote 
I  suppose  he  thought  he  ought  to.  It  was 
decided  against  in  the  end  by  one  vote.  Next 
week  we  are  to  have  "  Whether  Elizabeth 
was  justified  in  putting  Mary  Queen  of  Scots 
to  death."  Harbeck  is  to  be  opener  on  Eliza- 
beth's side  and  I  am  going  to  second  on  Mary's 
side,  and  I  have  been  reading  it  all  up  in  the 
Dictionary  of  Biography  this  afternoon  so  as 
to  have  my  speech  ready  in  good  time.  I  think 
it  will  be  very  good  practice,  as  it  makes  one 
look  up  a  lot  of  different  things.  Harraby  and 
Amesbury  are  going  to  choose  "  Whether  petty 
farming  is  advisable,"  as  Harraby 's  father  who 
is  in  Parliament  has  written  a  book  about  it. 
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We  had  a  sort  of  trial  match  against 
Odiham's  on  Thursday  and  I  played  goals, 
but  I  had  no  chance  of  distinguishing  myself 
as  the  ball  was  down  their  end  all  the  time. 
Perhaps  now  I  shall  get  my  colours  at  last. 
With  best  love  to  all,  Goodbye  from 

Your  ever  loving  Brother, 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 

XXXI. 

G.  B.  Devon's  Esq. 

Eton  College, 

Sunday  Feb.  26th. 
Dear  Father, 

I  got  your  letter  from  Di:y|jchester  on 
Tuesday.  I  didn't  write  home  last  Sunday 
as  I  wasn't  quite  sure  where  you  were,  so  I 
wrote  to  Grandmama  instead.  I  am  afraid 
I  haven't  got  very  much  news  now  as  every- 
thing is  going  on  very  quietly  and  nothing 
very  exciting  has  happened  since  I  wrote  last. 
Tatterton  major  is  at  Windsor  now  with 
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his  regiment  and  he  came  down  to  see  me 
and  have  tea  on  Wednesday,  and  on  Thursday 
I  went  up  to  the  Castle  to  have  lunch  with 
him  at  the  Guard  Room  as  he  was  on  guard. 
It  is  a  funny  old  room  with  very  small  windows 
and  very  dark.  All  the  walls  round  are 
decorated  with  drawings  on  the  whitewash. 
Tatterton  is  leaving  his  mark  as  he  calls  it, 
and  was  doing  it  while  we  were  there,  and  it 
will  be  one  of  the  best  in  the  place,  as  he  draws 
as  well  as  ever.  Leppard  came  to  lunch  too. 
He  used  to  be  at  Tadby's  with  us,  you  remember, 
and  he  is  at  Eraser's  now,  though  I  don't  see 
him  often  except  when  I  meet  him  sometimes 
in  the  street. 

I  am  still  getting  on  very  well  with 
Bellingham,  and  he  has  taken  quite  a  fancy 
to  me  and  has  me  up  to  his  study  after  school 
to  show  me  his  antiquities,  of  which  he  has 
an  awfully  good  collection.  It  is  rather  a 
nuisance  sometimes,  as  it  spoils  one's  after 
twelves  and  one  loses  all  chance  of  a  court. 
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but  of  course  one  doesn't  like  to  offend  him 
as  he  means  it  kindly.  He  is  just  the  same 
as  last  half  and  always  has  such  a  lot  to  say 
about  the  first  Hne  of  a  lesson  that  we  are 
getting  behindhand  again,  and  goodness  knows 
how  far  behind  we  shall  be  by  the  end  of  the 
half.  We  are  still  doing  notes  on  his  special 
system,  but  I  find  the  best  way  to  manage 
them  is  just  to  put  them  in  each  column  in 
turn,  which  pleases  him  just  as  much  and 
saves  a  lot  of  trouble. 

I  have  been  out  with  the  Beagles  every 
long  after  four  this  half  as  yet  except  twice, 
which  were  bill  days  and  everyone  didn't  go. 
We  have  had  some  splendid  runs  this  half 
and  have  killed  nearly  every  time.  Mamerton 
is  Master  this  half  and  hunts  them  really  scien- 
tifically :  besides  he  has  brought  in  a  lot  of 
new  ones,  which  is  a  great  improvement. 
Yesterday  we  met  at  the  Butts  and  ran  right 
away  to  Burnham,  and  on  Tuesday  we  had 
another  run  from  Dorney  to  Taplow.    It  is 
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rather  difficult  to  keep  up,  but  one  soon  learns 
where  to  cut  off  so  that  at  any  rate  one  doesn't 
lose  them  altogether. 

I  have  had  very  good  luck  so  far  too  in 
getting  fives'  courts,  as  though  somehow  I 
am  never  in  time  to  get  one  for  myself  I  have 
had  a  lot  of  places  given  me,  so  that  altogether 
I  have  had  a  lot  of  exercise  and  I  feel  awfully 
well  and  fit.  I  don't  think  I  have  ever  had 
quite  such  a  good  time  in  the  Fives  Half  before. 

We  are  going  on  much  the  same  at  my 
Tutors.  The  Debating  Society  is  ^flourishing 
and  we  have  had  some  very  good  debates. 
I  chose  as  my  subject  two  Saturdays  ago 
**  Whether  the  abolition  of  Free  Trade  is  desir- 
able." I  got  my  ideas  out  of  an  old  speech  by 
Grandfather  that  I  found  in  the  Library  and 
I  was  nearly  winning,  as  everybody  spoke 
on  my  side,  but  unfortunately  my  Tutor  had 
come  in  to  take  part  and  brought  Honeycote 
who  was  Captain  of  the  Oppidans  my  first 
half,  and  they  sat  on  me  Hke  a  ton  of  bricks 
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and  made  everyone  vote  against  me.  Last 
night  we  had  a  very  exciting  debate  on  the 
"  Freedom  of  the  Press  "  which  went  on  till 
past  11  as  everyone  had  a  lot  to  say,  but  at 
the  end  the  speeches  were  getting  rather  off 
the  point  and  some  of  them  were  very  personal, 
so  that  Coniston  at  last  said  he  thought  we 
had  better  stop.  I  have  just  been  writing 
out  my  speech  in  the  Debate  book,  but  I  am 
afraid  all  our  speeches  are  more  what  we  meant 
to  have  said  than  what  we  did  really  say.  How- 
ever, they  will  do  as  a  model  for  our  successors, 
and  I  daresay  some  of  the  speeches  in  ParHa- 
ment  are  the  same. 

I  am  very  sorry  this  letter  is  so  stupid, 
but  I  really  have  so  very  httle  news.     I  will 
try  and  make  it  more  interesting  next  time. 
With  best  love  to  all, 
Good-bye,  and 
I  remain, 

Yours  ever  affectionately, 
Samuel  Oldham  Kivers. 
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XXXII. 

G.  B.  Devon's  Esq. 

Eton  College. 

May  21th. 
My  dearest  Susan, 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter. 

I  showed  it  to  my  Tutor  and  he  seemed  to 

think  it  was  quite  enough  and  has  given  me- 

long  leave,  so  I  shall  be  up  at  Grandmama's 

on  Saturday  about  2  and  I  can  stay  till  late 

on  Monday,  as  lock-up  won't  be  till  all  sorts 

of  hours  on  the  Fourth.    I  tried  to  get  leave 

to  stop  Monday  night  too,  as  there  is  no  early 

school  on  Monday  and  we  are  supposed  to  be 

allowed  to  get  off  one  school,  but  my  Tutor 

said  it  couldn't  be.     I  think  it  is  best  to  take  my 

long  leave  then  as  neither  you  or  Father  can 

come  down,  and  it  is  no  use  stopping  for  the 

Fourth  of  June  if  one  hasnt  got  people  down. 

I  am  going  in  for  a  sort  of  small  examination 

this  week  that  my  Tutor  and  two  others  get 
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up  among  their  pupils  and  is  called  the  Under- 
Lyne  to  distinguish  it  from  the  Newcastle, 
though  my  Tutor  says  that  really  the  New- 
castle is  called  after  the  Duke  of  Newcastle- 
under-Lyne  so  that  this  ought  to  be  the  On- 
Tyne.  We  have  a  Greek  play  Hippolytus, 
and  Tacitus'  Agricola,  and  the  history  of  the 
Thirty  years  War,  and  Ruskin's  Sesame  and 
Lihes.  I  have  been  sapping  very  hard  for  it 
all  this  half.  I  have  done  all  the  history  before 
when  I  was  in  Middle  Division  which  is  a  great 
piece  of  luck  and  I  think  I  am  pretty  well  up 
in  the  other  things,  but  I  think  Ruskin  writes 
awful  rot  and  I  have  had  to  learn  him  almost 
by  heart  as  I  don't  understand  half  of  what 
he  says,  though  my  Tutor  nearly  had  a  fit 
when  I  told  him  so  the  other  day  at  dinner. 
We  have  the  examination  after  twelves  this 
week,  which  is  rather  a  nuisance,  but  it  has 
been  very  hot  lately,  so  if  it  goes  on  it  won't 
matter  so  much  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 

We  have  played  three  matches  this  half, 
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against  Fryer's,  and  Helston's,  and  Greyham's. 
We  beat  Greyham's  by  one  innings  and  42 
runs  but  Helston's  beat  us  by  four  wickets. 
The  match  against  Fryer's  isn't  finished  yet 
though  we  began  it  first  in  the  second  week 
of  the  half,  as  something  has  always  turned 
up  to  prevent  either  us  or  them  going  on  with 
it.  We  have  had  our  first  innings  on  both 
sides  and  we  have  made  159  and  they  have 
got  143  and  they  have  four  wickets  down 
now  for  47.  I  suppose  we  shall  finish  it  before 
the  end  of  the  half.  Of  course  we  play  without 
Butterton  as  he  always  has  to  be  in  Upper 
Club.  I  had  a  great  triumph  the  other  night 
when  I  was  bowling  at  my  Tutor's  net  with 
Harraby  and  Salmon  and  some  other  of  our 
fellows,  as  Butterton  came  through  from 
Upper  Club  and  hung  his  bat  on  the  wicket 
and  challenged  us  to  bowl  at  it,  and  I  smashed 
it  in  first  ball.  Butterton  was  rather  angry 
about  it  when  I  chaffed  him  and  said  he  wasn't 
playing  properly,  but  I  believe  it  was  because 
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lobs  have  gone  so  out  of  fashion  that  he  wasn't 
used  to  them.  I  generally  get  three  or  four 
wickets  every  time  I  play  at  the  match  either 
bowled  or  caught,  but  nobody  thinks  anything 
of  you  unless  you  can  bowl  a  man  off  his  legs 
like  a  cannon  ball. 

The  Junior  Pulling  was  last  Wednesday 
and  Thursday.  Brookes  and  Roresby  were 
second  in  the  final.  Patson  ought  to  have 
been  in,  but  his  bow  who  is  not  at  my 
Tutor's  caught  a  crab  when  they  were  going 
round  Rushes  in  their  heat,  so  they  were  out 
of  it  altogether.  We  have  an  awfully  good 
House  Four  this  half  and  Coniston  is  taking 
a  lot  of  trouble  about  it,  so  I  hope  we  shall 
win.  I  have  taken  to  getting  up  early  now, 
as  1  find  I  can  wake  myself  whenever  I  want 
to,  which  is  very  useful  as  it  is  the  best  time 
to  sap  this  hot  weather,  and  besides  one  gets 
it  over  and  it  doesn't  interfere  with  the  rest 
of  the  day.  It  has  become  quite  the  fashion, 
and  I  generally  get  asked  to  call  three  or  four 
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other  fellows.  Patson  and  Harraby  are  very 
great  on  what  they  call  the  system,  but  gener- 
ally when  I  have  called  Patson  he  goes  to 
sleep  again.  I  am  Captain  of  my  passage 
now  and  am  supposed  to  keep  it  in  order 
but  as  I  have  got  both  Patson  and  Harraby 
in  it  you  may  understand  I  am  not  very 
successful,  and  one  can't  very  well  say 
much  to  the  Lower  Boys  when  they  see 
them  foohng  about  and  not  attending  to 
one.  However  its  all  in  the  day's  work,  as 
Father  says. 

I  have  got  two  fags  this  half.  One  has 
been  here  a  year  and  is  called  Strately,  and 
the  other  is  a  minor  of  Chester's  and  came 
this  half.  They  are  very  willing  and  obedient 
but  neither  of  them  are  at  all  good  cooks,  and 
Strately  is  very  absent  minded,  though  I  some- 
times think  he  rather  puts  it  on.  However 
I  have  made  Chester  look  after  him  lately, 
and  as  he  is  a  good  deal  bigger,  I  expect  it  will 

have  a  good  result. 
J 
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Good-bye  now  till  Saturday,  with  best  love 
to  Grandmama  and  yourself,  and 
I  remain, 

Your  ever  loving  brother 
Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 


XXXIII. 

G.  B.  Devon's  Esq. 

Eton  College 

Sunday  June  24. 
Dear  Father, 

I  got  your  letter  on  Friday  and  1  am 
very  glad  to  hear  I  am  to  go  abroad  with  you 
again,  as  I  haven't  had  any  invitations  this 
year  for  the  hoHdays,  and  it  is  rather  lonely 
knocking  about  at  home  by  oneself. 

We  have  been  having  rather  an  eventful 
week  this  week  with  both  Henley  and  Win- 
chester coming  together.  My  Tutor  very 
kindly  asked  me  to  go  to  Henley  with  him 
and  we  had  a  very  pleasant  party.     Tt^was  a 
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holiday  for  the  Queen's  Accession,  so  we  started 
early  and  got  there  in  time  for  the  first  race. 
My  Tutor  had  got  a  boat  so  we  had  no  trouble. 
The  party  consisted  of  Mrs.  Devon,  my  Tutor 
and  two  of  the  children,  Salmon,  Maxworth 
and  myself,  so  we  were  rather  a  tight  fit,  though 
it  was  a  good  sized  boat  and  the  children  didnt 
take  up  much  room.  Fortunately  there  was 
not  much  rowing  to  do,  Salmon  and  I  paddhng 
gondola  fashion  with  a  pair  of  sculls.  Max- 
worth  was  no  use  at  all,  and  only  nearly  got 
us  swamped  when  he  tried,  by  getting  us 
right  across  the  river,  so  we  put  him  in  charge 
of  the  children  in  the  bow  which  seemed  to 
suit  him  much  better.  My  Tutor  had  brought 
a  gorgeous  lunch  in  a  hamper,  and  we  paddled 
down  to  the  Island  and  had  lunch.  Unfor- 
tunately it  came  on  to  rain  hard  after  and 
went  on  for  most  of  the  afternoon,  and  as 
we  had  brought  no  umbrellas  I  had  to  put 
on  a  spare  waterproof  of  Mrs.  Devon's  and 
Salmon  rolled  himself  in  a  rug  of  my  Tutor's 
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like  an  early  Briton,  so  that  altogether  we 
must  have  looked  rather  funny,  though  it 
didnt  matter  much,  as  every  one  was  more  or 
less  in  the  same  state.  I  saw  a  lot  of  people 
I  knew,  the  Briggsbys,  and  Colonel  Buchan 
and  his  daughter,  and  Tatterton  major,  who 
asked  me  to  tea,  but  I  didnt  go,  as  of  course 
I  couldnt  very  well  desert  my  Tutor. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  we  got  beaten  in  our 
heat  for  the  Lady's  Plate.  We  were  in  with 
Jesus,  Cambridge,  and  Cheltenham.  It  was 
an  awfully  good  race  and  we  led  at  first  till 
nearly  half  way,  but  we  had  the  worst  station 
and  Jesus  came  up  and  passed  us  and  won 
by  a  length  and  three  quarters.  Of  course 
1  am  sorry  anyhow,  but  I  am  more  sorry  for 
Keene  and  Coniston,  as  it  must  be  an  awful 
disappointment  for  them,  and  they  wont 
have  a  chance  of  making  it  up,  as  they  both 
leave  this  half.  I  ran  all  the  way  with  them 
but  it  is  a  good  deal  of  difference  from  running 
at  Eton,  as  there  are  such  a  lot  of  loafers  on 
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the  bank  that  one  doesnt  see  half  of  the  race, 
and  one  has  to  look  out  sharp  to  save  tumbling 
over  anything.  We  came  back  about  7.  There 
was  an  awful  squash  as  usual  at  the  station 
and  we  had  to  wait  for  two  trains  before  we 
could  get  a  place.  My  Tutor  asked  us  in  to 
dinner  with  him  when  we  got  back  and  we 
played  intellectual  games  in  the  evening. 

We  beat  Winchester  easily  in  an  innings. 
They  went  in  first  and  made  150  and  then 
we  made  390  and  they  only  made  129  in  their 
second  innings.  We  had  another  holiday 
yesterday  so  we  have  been  rather  well  off  this 
week. 

I  have  come  out  third  in  the  Under-Lyne 
examination  which  is  much  better  than  I 
expected.  Harbeck  got  it  and  a  fellow  at 
Fryers  named  Asher  was  second.  My  tutor 
is  very  pleased,  though  he  doesnt  seem  incUned 
to  take  my  hint  as  to  giving  a  third  prize  as 
well  as  the  first  two. 

I  think  that  is  all  my  news  for  the  present 
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so  I  will  stop.     Please  give  my  best  love  to 
all  and  with  the  same  to  yourself, 
I  remain, 

Yours  ever  affectionately, 
Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 


XXXIV. 

G.  B.  Devon's  Esq., 

Eton  College. 

Sunday,  Sept.  30. 
Dear  Father, 

Thank  you  for  the  books  which  have 

arrived  safely,  though  for  some  reason  or  other 

the    Railway    Company    thought   proper    not 

to  deliver  them  till  last  night,  which  makes 

just  ten  days  they  have  been  on  the  road. 

However    I    dont   think   they    will    keep    me 

waiting  quite  so  long  another  time,  as  I  went 

up  to  the   station   yesterday  and  had   them 

all  from  the  station  master  downwards  out 

in  a  row  and  gave  them  a  bit  of  my  mind  on 
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the  subject,  till  they  simply  grovelled  in  the 
depth  of  their  apologies,  with  the  result  that 
the  books  turned  up  two  hours  later,  having, 
no  doubt,  been  shoved  away  into  a  corner 
and  been  forgotten.  I  will  take  great  care 
of  the  books  and  shall  always  value  them  as 
having  been  yours  when  you  were  here. 

I  have  got  quite  settled  into  my  new  room 
and  find  it  much  more  comfortable,  besides 
being  quieter  than  my  old  one.  It  has  the 
advantage  of  not  being  exactly  on  a  pattern 
with  all  the  rest  of  the  rooms  in  the  house, 
and  being  up  a  little  side  staircase  of  its  own 
is  a  good  deal  warmer,  as  it  doesnt  get  all  the 
draught  off  the  passage.  It  also  is  both  larger 
and  more  conveniently  arranged,  so  that  there 
is  no  fear  of  my  bed  catching  fire  by  letting 
down  nearly  into  the  fireplace ;  besides  allowing 
of  my  having  my  bath  in  my  own  room  without 
having  to  chmb  on  to  my  bed  to  dry  myself, 
which  was  very  nearly  my  only  choice  from 
having  to  turn  out  to  race  for  the  big  bath, 
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which  when  the  mornings  get  thoroughly 
dark  and  cold  is  anything  but  a  pleasant  job. 
I  have  a  look  out,  too,  on  to  my  Tutor's  garden, 
which  will  be  very  pleasant  in  the  summer, 
so  altogether  I  am  very  satisfied  with  the 
change. 

I  have  now  attained  to  the  proud  position 
of  second  Captain  of  my  Tutor's,  Coniston 
and  Lewes  having  left  and  Harbeck  and  I 
having  moved  up  accordingly.  I  have  to 
help  Harbeck  with  the  House  accounts  and 
I  have  been  promoted  to  be  Secretary  of  the 
Debating  Society,  and  that  is  about  the  whole 
of  my  duties  as  laid  down,  though  of  course 
I  have  to  take  my  share  in  keeping  up  the 
moral  tone  of  the  House,  as  my  Tutor  has 
been  carefully  impressing  on  me  ever  since 
I  came  back,  as  though  it  was  a  kind  of  mystery 
I  couldnt  have  known  anything  about  before ; 
and  I  am  particularly  responsible  for  the  be- 
haviour of  the  top  passage.  That,  however, 
is  comparatively  easy  work  after  the  bottom 
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passage,  as  I  have  mostly  only  got  Lower 
Boys,  with  a  small  sprinkling  of  fellows  in 
the  lower  parts  of  Fifth  Form  to  rule  over, 
who  are  as  nothing  beside  Patson  and  Harraby, 
whom  I  was  supposed  to  be  in  charge  of  down 
there.  Harraby  and  Amesbury  by  the  bye 
have  left  now,  but  Patson  remains  on  till  the 
end  of  next  half,  and  the  joke  is  that  now 
he  is  Captain  of  his  passage  himself.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  he  now  spends  most  of  his  time 
up  in  my  room,  as  he  says  it  is  more  convenient 
for  sapping  for  the  Army  Class,  and  I  must 
say  for  him  that  he  at  least  doesn't  try  to  incite 
my  subjects  to  rebellion ;  so  perhaps  he  is 
going  to  reform. 

I  am  up  to  Binde  this  half  in  the  Collegers' 
Prayer  Room  opposite  the  Head's  on  the  same 
staircase.  Binde  is  one  of  the  regular  old 
style  of  Masters,  of  about  the  same  period 
as  Elder,  and  he  is  very  easy  to  get  on  with. 
I  am  only  ten  out  of  Sixth  Form  now  so  I  am 
quite  safe  for  it  after  next  summer.     I  am 
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doing  a  lot  of  extra  work  again  this  half.  My 
Tutor  is  giving  us  History  papers  to  do  besides 
the  ordinary  private  and  I  am  going  in  for  the 
English  Essay,  besides  of  course  the  Prince 
Consort's. 

I    miss    Charhe    Shir  burn    a    good    deal, 
especially  on   Sundays,  as   we  had  quite  got 
into   the   way   of  going   for   walks   together. 
An  awful  lot  of  my  friends  left  at  the  end  of 
last   half,    Severn,    Hyde,   Roomer,    Plumley 
and   Breeze,  besides   Harraby  and  Amesbury 
at  my  Tutor's.     That  is  one  of  the  drawbacks 
I  suppose  of  coming  so  young,   but  on  the 
other  hand  if  I  hadn't,  I  should  either  have 
left   or   be  thinking   of   leaving   myself   now. 
Fortunately  I  have  a  lot  of  friends  who  have 
come  up  to  me  now,  hke  Bisshopp,  Grey  and 
Fysshe,    who    have    been    gradually    creeping 
up  once  we  have  all  got  into  the  sort  of  stag- 
nation of  the  First  Hundred,   so  that  I  am 
not  quite  deserted,  and  of  course  I  have  a  lot 
of  friends  at  my  Tutor's. 
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We  have  been  playing  football  hard  ever 
since  we  came  back.  We  had  rather  an 
amusing  match  yesterday  after  four  between 
the  passages,  top  and  bottom  passage  against 
middle  passage  with  the  rooms  in  the  old  part 
of  the  house,  about  fifteen  a  side.  It  was 
Butterton's  idea  and  it  was  a  great  success^ 
They  had  much  the  strongest  side,  as  they 
had  all  the  fellows  with  their  colours  except 
Patson  and  Brookes,  but  we  knocked  them 
into  a  cocked  hat  by  three  goals  to  a  rouge. 

Goodbye  now  for  the  present.  Please 
give  my  best  love  to  all  and  with  the  same 
to  yourself 

I  remain  yours  ever  affately 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
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XXXV 

G.  B.  Devon's  Esq. 

Eton  College, 

Sunday  Nov.  ISth. 
My  dearest  Susan, 

I  got  your  letter  this  morning  telling 
me  of  your  engagement  to  Jack,  and  I  am 
writing  to  give  you  my  most  sincere  congratu- 
lations and  to  hope  you  aWII  be  very  happy 
with  him.  I  shall  of  course  miss  you  most 
horribly  at  home,  but  I  suppose  it  would  have 
had  to  come  some  time  or  other,  and  I  am 
very  glad  it  is  Jack.  He  has  written  to  me 
too,  though  I  suppose  you  know  that,  and  I 
am  writing  to  congratulate  him,  and  to  give 
you  a  character,  but  you  neednt  be  afraid 
that  it  is  anything  but  the  best,  for  I  am  sure 
if  you  only  made  half  as  good  a  ^vife  as  you 
have  made  a  sister,  he  wont  have  anything 
to  complain  of.  The  only  thing  I  have  to 
complain   of   is  your   settling   to   be   married 
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in  the  holidays :  if  you  had  only  chosen  a 
whole  school  day  it  would  have  benefitted 
me  to  the  extent  of  getting  leave  to  come  up 
and  give  you  my  blessing :  but  I  suppose 
you  have  yourselves  to  think  of,  so  I  will  say 
nothing  more  about  it.  Anyhow  you  shall 
have  the  blessing  all  the  same. 

We  have  been  haAdng  a  rather  dull  time 
of  it  lately,  with  nothing  out  of  the  ordinary 
till  yesterday,  when  we  had  our  Old  Boys' 
match,  and  being  as  I  am  now  I  had  to  take 
a  more  prominent  part  in  it  than  I  have  done 
before.  There  were  a  lot  more  fellows  down 
that  I  knew  too,  as  of  course  as  time  goes  on, 
more  of  one's  own  contemporaries  come  down, 
so  I  was  not  such  a  stranger  to  them  all  as  I 
was  my  first  and  second  football  halves  here. 
Newstead,  Chester,  Coniston,  Harte,  Harraby 
and  Amesbury  all  came  down  besides  several 
of  the  older  hands,  some  of  whom  have  been 
down  ever  since  the  Old  Boys'  match  became 
an  institution.      It  was  a  hoHday  too  for  Mr. 
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Justice  Colester,  whom  you  will  remember 
we  met  when  we  were  out  at  Homburg  with 
Father  two  summers  ago,  and  who  has  just  been 
made  a  judge,  so  they  came  down  early ;  and 
Harraby  having  in  quite  his  old  casual  way 
started  without  his  breakfast  I  had  to  hunt 
up  my  fags  and  give  him  a  sort  of  scratch 
meal  to  make  up,  and  Amesbury  and  Chester 
coming  in  thought  they  might  as  well  join  in, 
so  we  had  quite  a  cheerful  party,  especially 
as  Patson,  whose  appetite  is  always  equal 
to  any  emergency,  came  in  to  help.  The 
match  was  after  twelve  in  the  Field,  and  ended 
in  our  winning  as  usual  by  an  unhmited  num- 
ber of  goals,  though  of  course  they^put  it  down 
to  their  advancing  old  age  and  their  being 
too  stiff  to  play,  and  then  they  all  came  to 
dinner,  at  which,  the  Lower  Boys  having 
been  crowded  out  into  pupil  room,  and  my 
Tutor  for  some  reason  being  away,  so  that 
we  had  no  dignity  to  keep  up,  we  all  behaved 
very  uproariously,  as  if  we  had  all  gone  back 
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to  being  Lower  Boys  ourselves.  After  four 
we  had  a  game  in  my  Tutor's  field  in  which 
most  of  them  played  again,  but  it  was  mostly 
fooling,  Addice,  our  very  smallest  Lower  Boy, 
who  is  about  three  foot  nothing  high,  being 
allowed  to  run  down  the  whole  length  of  the 
field,  while  we  all  pretended  to  just  miss  him 
and  when  he  got  his  goal  cheered  him  :  and 
in  the  end  a  thick  fog  came  on,  till  we  could 
hardly  see  each  other,  so  we  shut  up  and  came 
home  to  tea.  We  had  tea,  which  included 
beer,  that  is  the  old  fellows  and  the  house 
eleven  and  two  or  three  others  of  the  Upper 
Boys,  all  together  in  the  dining  room.  Harbeck 
sat  at  the  top  of  the  table  and  I  sat  at  the  bottom, 
and  when  we  had  finished,  we  had  speeches 
and  songs.  Roresby  major  made  a  splendid 
speech  proposing  my  Tutor's  and  Mrs.  Devon's 
healths,  but  he  has  done  so  every  year  for  a 
long  time  now,  and  Harbeck  proposed  the 
Old  Boys'  healths.  I  sang  two  songs  "  The 
Wearing  of  the  Green  "  and  "  Old  Folks  at 
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Home  "  and  was  applauded  vociferously  :  but 
we  had  got  to  a  pitch  by  that  time  where  I 
think  we  would  have  applauded  anything. 
They  all  wanted  us  to  have  a  debate  and  to 
come  in  and  join,  but  Harbeck  and  Roresby 
and  I  consulted,  and  we  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Debating  Society  was  much  too  sacred 
a  thing  to  be  trifled  with  hke  that,  so  we  firmly 
but  politely  held  out  against  it,  and  so  got 
oflf  it.  So  we  sang  "  Auld  Lang  Syne "  and  the 
party  broke  up.  Most  of  them  went  away 
by  the  last  train,  but  some  of  the  older  fellows 
are  stopping  with  my  Tutor  over  to-day  and 
are  going  about  as  solemnly  as  though  they 
had  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  as  an  Old 
Boys'  day.  I  think  it  is  an  awfully  good 
institution  as  it  keeps  the  fellows  together, 
but  it  is  rather  sad  to  think  that  the  year  after 
next  I  shall  be  an  old  boy  myselfa 

However  I  oughtnt  to  get  sentimental  at 
a  time  when  you  are  feehng  so   joyful,   so   I 
will   stop   morahzing.      Besides   I   must   write 
c^ 


1 
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to  Jack,  though  I  suppose  it  will  be  the  same 
as  writing  to  you.  One  thing  I  really  must 
insist  on,  and  that  is  I  can't  have  you  two 
taking  up  all  the  rooms  in  the  house  when 
I  come  home,  so  that  I  shant  know  where  to 
go  without  interrupting  your  spooning.  Be- 
sides, I  shall  get  jealous  of  Jack  if  there  is  too 
much  of  it,  so  I  warn  you.  However  dont 
be  afraid,  old  girl,  you  will  always  have  my 
best  love  and  wishes  whatever  comes. 
Your  ever  loving  pT^oihev, 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 

XXXVL 

'G.  B.  Devon's JEsq. 

Eton  College. 

Sunday  Feb.  2ith, 
Dear  Father, 

I  havent  very  much  news  to  give  you 

to-day,  except  that  a  second  case  of  scarletina 

has  broken  out  at  my  Tutor's,   but  I  dont 

think  there  is  any  cause  for  alarm,  as  young 
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Kydd,  who  is  the  offender  this  time  has  been 
rushed  off  to  the  Sanatorium  without  a  mo- 
ment's delay,  and  as  he  messed  with  Cookison 
who  got  it  first,  his  catching  it  need  not,  I  think, 
be  taken  as  meaning  that  it  is  Hkely  to  spread 
further,  though  I  believe  all  the  Lower  Boys 
are  in  great  hopes. 

We  had  a  holiday  yesterday,  for  old  Dash- 
bridge's  being  made  a  Fellow.  On  Thursday 
and  Friday  was  the  Mile  Race,  which  Butterton 
at  my  Tutor's  won  after  a  splendid  race,  just 
coming  up  with  a  rush  in  the  last  hundred 
yards  and  winning  by  about  half  a  yard  on 
the  post.  Brookes  was  third,  so  we  did  very 
well  at  my  Tutor's  in  it. 

I  have  been  playing  fives  regularly  this  half 
besides  running  with  the  Beagles.  I  am  also 
negotiating  with  Masters,  the  Captain  of  the 
Eleven  for  a  tennis  court  in  Sixpenny,  aa  I 
really  dont  see  why,  with  so  many  fellows 
having  to  go  without  fives'  courts  every  day, 
lawn  tennis  shouldnt  be  introduced  as  a  regular 
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thing  this  half,  as  it  wont  interfere  with  the 
cricket,  which  is  what  I  beheve  the  authorities 
are  afraid  of  if  it  became  the  fashion  in  the  Sum- 
mer Half.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  prejudice 
to  break  down,  but  Masters  is  a  very  nice 
fellow,  and  I  think  I  shall  persuade  him  to 
let  me  have  my  court  in  the  end. 

Harbeck  has  decided  to  leave  at  the  end 
of  this  half,  so  I  shall  be  Captain  of  my  Tutor's 
next  half.  It  has  only  been  settled  the  last 
week  or  two  so  I  didn't  write  to  you  about  it 
before.  The  worst  of  it  is  I  am  afraid  I  shall 
have  to  change  my  room,  which  my  Tutor 
seems  to  think  necessary,  though  I  have  been 
having  long  arguments  about  it  with  him. 
My  present  room  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  house, 
and  I  have  made  it  very  comfortable,  and  it 
has  become  quite  a  popular  tesort.  I  generally 
have  three  or  four  fellows  dropping  in  on  me 
every  evening  to  talk,  or  to  pour  out  their 
woes  to  me,  which  they  seem  to  think  does 
them  good.    This  evening  I  have  had  Butterton 
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up  for  advice  on  how  to  get  rid  of  a  toothache^ 
and  Greene  to  dilate  on  his  grievances  against 
Roresby,  who  has  been  offending  his  dignity 
by  chaffing  him  at  breakfast  before  their  fags. 
I  suppose  I  may  take  it  as  a  compUment  to 
my  powers  of  sympathy,  but  it  is  rather  inter- 
fering to  one's  work  to  say  the  least  of  it. 

i  am  getting  on  very  well  with  Rocke,  but 
it  has  been  rather  a  trial  going  back  to  him, 
or  rather  his  coming  up  to  me  again  after 
I  had  been  up  to  Binde  for  a  half,  as  he  is  much 
too  new-fashioned  for  a  Second  Division  Master, 
and  it  is  hke  going  back  to  a  private  school 
would  be  after  being  at  Eton,  or  nearly  so, 
as  he  doesnt  understand  the  good  old  customs 
of  the  two  first  divisions ;  though  he  ought 
to,  as  he  is  an  old  Newcastle  Scholar  himself. 
He  is  still  fuming  inwardly  even  at  this  time 
of  the  half,  over  the  Second  Diviaon  Praepostor 
getting  off  school  as  he  has  to  mark  in  the 
Head's  Division  as  well ;  and  I  believe  he  has 
tried  to  get  it  stopped,   but  fortunately  the 
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Head  is  too  conservative.  I  have  taken  up 
Comparative  Philology  as  one  of  my  extras 
this  half  to  please  my  Tutor  and  we  do  Roby's 
Latin  Grammar  in  regular  school  which  is 
much  the  same  thing.  I  really  dont  see  very 
much  use  in  it  myself,  as  it  is  only  like  working 
out  a  puzzle,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  if  you 
want  to  you  can  make  any  word  spring  from 
any  other  word  in  another  language  you  want 
it  to,  as  you  have  only  got  to  substitute  the 
letters  of  one  for  those  of  the  other  and  make 
the  rules  as  you  go  along.  However  I  generally 
manage  to  worry  out  mine  to  Rockc's  and 
Warnell's  satisfaction  which  is  something, 
though  my  Tutor  is  horrified  at  my  heresies. 
I  went  to  breakfast  with  my  Tutor  last 
Monday.  There  were  two  of  his  College 
pupils,  Nicholl  and  Danby,  there  too,  and  we 
had  quite  an  animated  debate  on  the  War, 
Nicholl  and  I  taking  the  Turks'  part  and  my 
Tutor  and  Danby,  who  are  both  fearful  Radicals, 
the  Russians'.      We  are  taking  a  violent  in- 
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terest  in  the  Eastern  Question  again  this  half 
at  my  Tut-or's  and  have  had  some  very  good 
debates  on  it,  though  they  sometimes  do  not 
come  out  quite  as  they  are  intended.  Last 
night  we  had  one  on  the  Dardanelles  and  all 
the  impression  I  came  away  with  was  that 
they  ought  on  no  account  to  be  moved  from 
where  they  were.  I  have  a  kind  of  idea  that 
some  of  our  junior  members  thought  they 
were  a  peculiar  kind  of  Turk. 

Goodbye  now  for  the  present  as  I  must 
be  going  to  bed.      Best  love  to  all 

Yours  ever  affectionately 
Sa^iuel  Oldham  Rivers. 

XXXVII. 

G.  jB.  Devon's  Esq. 

Eton  College. 

Sunday  March  24. 
My  dearest  Susan, 

Many    thanks    for    your    letter    telling 

me  of  your  safe  arrival  at  Gladesby.    I  am 
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glad  you  have  enjoyed  your  tour  in  Italy,  but 
after  all,  I  suppose  you  and  Jack  would  be 
frightfully  indignant  if  I  was  to  suggest  you 
mightn't  have.  I  am  glad  you  are  coming 
home  for  Easter.  The  holidays  begin  on  the 
12  th  so  you  might  as  well  come  as  soon  as 
possible  after  that,  as  I  want  to  see  as  much 
of  you  as  possible,  as  well  as  to  have  the  pleasure 
of  making  Jack's  better  acquaintance,  which 
I  have  not  had  much  opportunity  of  doing 
as  yet. 

We  have  been  having  very  decent  weather 
most  of  this  half,  and  I  dont  think  it  has  rained 
so  as  to  stop  one's  doing  anything  more  than 
four  or  five  days  the  whole  time,  so  that  we 
have  been  luckier  than  usual.  I  have  started 
a  lawn  tennis  court  this  half  in  the  corner 
of  Sixpenny,  by  gracious  permission  of  the 
Captain  of  the  Eleven  and  the  other  powers 
that  be — I  had  no  idea  there  were  so  many 
of  them  till  I  came  to  try — so  that  I  am  quite 
independent  of  the  chances  of  getting  a  fives 
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court  for  my  daily  exercise  :  only  the  worst 
of  it  is  that  now  I  have  taken  all  the  trouble, 
lawn  tennis  has  become  quite  fashionable 
at  my  Tutor's,  and  as  one  doesnt  hke  to  be 
selfish,  I  have  to  give  it  away  as  much  as  I 
use  it  myself.  We  have  been  having  some 
rather  exciting  sweepstakes  the  last  two  weeks. 
I  drew  Maple,  and  we  managed  to  struggle 
through  to  the  third  ties,  but  there  were  beaten. 
I  have  been  acting  as  Captain  of  my  Tutor's 
this  last  week  while  Harbeck  was  up  at  Cam- 
bridge trying  for  a  Scholarship.  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  nothing  happened  to  disturb  the 
peace,  so  I  may  be  said  to  have  been  fairly 
successful.  The  only  thing  that  I  had  to 
tackle  at  all  out  of  the  way  was  on  Thursday 
night,  when  I  was  woke  up  by  young  Drake 
in  the  middle  of  the  night  with  the  news  that 
there  were  the  most  horrible  noises  proceeding 
from  O'Mara's  room,  which  was  next  his, 
and  he  thought  he  ought  to  come  and  tell 
me  as  he  was  afraid  he  was  very  ill.    Just 
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then  there  was  an  awful  row  in  the  passage, 
so  I  went  out  as  I  was,  and  there  was  O'Mara 
solemnly  parading  down  the  passage  with  a 
candle  in  his  nightshirt  talking  nonsense  to 
himself  at  the  top  of  his  voice,  but  fast  asleep. 
He  had  disturbed  most  of  the  passage,  and 
by  the  time  I  got  to  him  there  was  quite  a 
little  crowd.  I  had  heard  somewhere  that 
it  was  dangerous  to  wake  up  anyone  Hke  that 
suddenly,  so  I  told  the  other  fellows  to  keep 
quiet,  and  took  him  by  the  shoulders  and 
having  turned  him  round  piloted  him  back 
to  his  room  all  safely.  Unfortunately  however 
lie  fell  over  his  fender  when  he  was  half  way 
back  to  his  bed  and  I  fell  over  him,  which 
woke  him  up  with  a  shriek  that  I  wonder 
didn't  bring  everyone  in  my  Tutor's  to  see 
what  the  matter  was,  besides  the  police.  He 
was  quite  dazed  and  couldn't  make  out  what 
happened,  but  I  soothed  him  down  and  he 
got  into  bed  again,  and  we  left  him,  having 
fastened  the  strap  tight  across  his  feet  to  prevent 
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him  getting  out  on  his  travels  again.  The 
best  of  it  was  that  next  morning  two  thirds 
of  the  other  fellows  had  slept  through  it  all, 
and  the  other  third  thought  it  wasn't  worth 
troubhng  about,  which  is  consoling  supposing 
anything  really  was  to  happen. 

Everybody  is  very  excited  over  the  state 
of  affairs  with  Russia,  and  an  appeal  has  gone 
out  from  Bellingham  for  more  recruits  for 
the  Volunteers,  with  excellent  results,  as  they 
have  got  a  whole  lot  of  them.  I  thought 
perhaps  in  this  emergency  they  would  have 
me,  though  they  decHned  to  three  years  ago, 
and  I  went  to  see  Bellingham  about  it,  but 
he  still  remained  firm,  and  said  that  much 
as  it  went  to  his  heart  to  refuse  me,  he  couldn't 
take  me  unless  I  could  add  on  the  necessary 
cubit  or  thereabouts  to  my  stature.  I  repre- 
sented to  him  the  great  advantage  of  there 
being  less  of  me  to  be  shot  at,  but  it  was  no 
use. 

I  also  volunteered  for  the  Brass  Band  that 
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the  School  has  broken  out  in  this  half,  as  I 
thought  I  at  last  saw  an  opening  for  my  musical 
talent  as  a  player  of  the  big  drum,  but  it  turns 
out  what  I  never  knew  before,  that  you  have 
to  know  a  great  deal  of  music  to  play  the  big 
drum,  so  they  wouldn't  have  me :  though 
I  did  get  as  far  as  persuading  them  to  give 
me  a  trial  when  they  were  making  up  the 
band,  and  I  played  in  the  Soldiers'  March  out 
of  Faust  which  they  were  practising,  with  I 
am  told  some  really  remarkable  effects.  They 
have  given  it  to  Broadpark  in  the  end,  who 
is  next  to  me  in  school  and  spends  a  great 
part  of  his  time  in  studying  his  music,  though 
from  what  I  have  seen  of  it  over  his  shoulder 
it  doesn't  seem  to  convey  much.  I  dont  think 
it  is  very  good  form  of  him,  either,  considering 
that  I  am  in  rather  the  position  of  the  defeated 
rival  towards  him,  to  suggest  that  I  had  better 
take  up  the  comb  or  the  Jew's  harp. 

I  have  been  doing  a  good  deal  in  the  enter- 
tainment Hne   lately:   on  Saturday  the  week 
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before  last  there  was  a  recitation  in  College 
by  Brandram,  for  which  my  Tutor  gave  me 
a  ticket  and  I  went.  It  was  Midsummer 
Nights  Dream,  with  incidental  songs  by  a 
young  lady,  and  it  was  very  good.  After  it 
the  Provost  gave  us  a  stand-up  supper  in  the 
Lodge,  where  we  went  by  way  of  the  gallery 
over  the  cloisters,  the  first  time  I  have  ever  been 
in  that  part  of  College.  Yesterday  week  ago 
I  went  to  dine  with  Fysshe's  mother,  who 
lives  up  town.  I  went  up  in  a  fly  with  Mrs. 
Devon,  Nicholl,  one  of  my  Tutor's  Colleger 
pupils,  and  Diggles,  and  there  were  also  there 
Driver  and  Warnell  the  Masters.  It  was 
very  pleasant.  Mrs.  Fysshe  is  a  charming 
old  lady  and  I  know  you  would  like  her.  Fysshe 
is  perhaps  my  chief  friend  now  outside  my 
Tutors,  and  we  have  been  going  pretty 
regularly  for  walks  together  on  Sundays. 
Last  Sunday  we  had  rather  an  amusing  adven- 
ture. We  were  exploring  rather  an  out  of 
the  way  part  of  the  Park  when  we  came  to 


YEAR.]  AN  ETON  BOY.  157 

a  notice  "  Beware  of  the  Red  Deer."  There 
was  a  fence  close  by,  so  we  thought  the  best 
thing  to  do  was  to  chmb  over  it,  but  when 
we  got  to  the  other  side  we  found  on  the  other 
side  "  Beware  of  the  Wild  Cattle,"  so  we  were 
rather  in  a  dilemma.  However  we  got  out 
of  it  all  safe,  having  made  up  our  minds  if  we 
were  attacked  to  cHmb  to  the  top  of  the  fence, 
but  Fysshe  reported  this  to  Driver,  and  he 
has  drawn  a  caricature,  which  he  wont  show 
me,  however,  representing  us  crawHng  along 
the  top  of  the  fence  with  a  deer  on  one  side 
and  a  wild  bull  on  the  other,  in  terror  of  our 
Hves.  Somebody  else  has  been  having  a  joke 
at  my  expense  and  has  put  my  name  down 
for  the  School  High  Jump,  the  point  of  which 
is  that  I  have  never  succeeded  in  clearing 
anything  over  3  ft.      I  beheve  it  is  Nicholl. 

Give  my  best  love  to  Jack  and,  with  the 
same  to  you  and  many  of  them,  I  remain. 
Your  ever  loving  brother, 
Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
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THE    HEAD'S    DIVISION-IN 
AUTHORITY. 

xxxvm. 

G.  B.  Devon's  Esq, 

Eton  College^ 

Sunday  May  26th» 
Dear  Father, 

I  got  your  letter  on   Wednesday  and 

thank  you  very  much  for  your  kind  advice. 

I  dont  find  being  Captain  of  my  Tutor's  as 

hard  a  job  as  I  was  afraid  it  might  be.    Of 

course  it  might  have  been  better  if  I  had  been 

better  at  games,  especially  when  the  last  three 

Captains  have  all  been  in  the  Boats  and  two 

of  them  in  the  Eight,   but  still  discipline  is 

very  strong  at  Eton,  and  I  get  on  too  very  well 

with  all  the  fellows,  so  I  dont  see  why  there 

should  be  any  trouble  if  I  put  my  foot  down 
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firmly  when  it  is  needed,  and  show  them  I 
mean  what  I  say.  At  any  rate  I  shall  do 
my  best  and  I  dont  think  anyone  can  do  more 
than  that. 

I  have  changed  my  room  to  the  one  the 
Captain  usually  has,  as  my  Tutor  seemed  to 
make  a  point  of  it,  though  I  was  very  unwiUing 
to  do  it,  as  my  old  room  was  one  of  the  biggest 
and  nicest  in  the  house,  besides  being  per- 
fectly quiet,  as  it  was  up  a  staircase  of  its  own 
and  right  out  of  the  way  of  all  noise.  The 
room  I  have  now  is  not  so  large,  and  it  is  cum- 
bered up  with  a  big  bit  of  sticking  out  wall 
that  looks  Uke  a  cistern,  so  that  it  is  not  nearly 
so  nice,  and  it  has  the  further  advantage  of 
being  close  to  the  boy's  kitchen  and  the 
baths  so  that  it  gets  a  great  deal  more  than 
the  usual  share  of  noise.  I  fancy  though 
that  was  my  Tutor's  idea  in  making  me  move 
down  in  order  to  be  handy  to  drop  on  any 
incipient  mutiny  or  anything  of  that  sort. 
My  Tutor  has  funny  ideas  about  some  things. 
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I  am  up  to  the  Head  this  half  at  the  tail 
end  of  his  division  among  the  twelve  top  fellows 
of  Fifth  Form.  I  like  him  just  as  much  to 
be  up  to  as  I  always  have  Hked  him.  He  is 
very  quiet,  but  one  knows  that  what  he  says 
he  means,  which  is  always  a  great  thing.  He 
is  very  amusing  too  in  a  quiet  way,  and  even 
when  he  drops  on  anyone  he  does  it  in  a  way 
that  one  can't  help  smiling  at,  and  he  never 
notices  things  that  there  is  no  need  to  just 
for  the  sake  of  nagging  at  one,  as  some  Masters 
would  do.  The  other  day  when  it  was  awfully 
hot,  he  was  taking  down  fellows  names  for  the 
Tomhne  and  one  of  the  Collegers,  Tomson, 
had  gone  fast  asleep  and  had  to  be  woke  up 
by  his  neighbour  to  answer  the  Head's  question. 
He  jumped  up  with  a  start  and  thinking  he 
had  been  called  up  to  construe,  was  in  an 
awful  state  trying  to  get  the  next  fellow  to 
show  him  the  place ;  till  the  Head  who  had 
seen  the  whole  thing  said  with  a  smile  "You 
neednt    trouble    about     the    lesson    for    the 
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moment,"  and  then  told  him  over  again  what 
he  wanted.  He  was  just  as  much  amused 
at  it  as  anyone.  He  has  a  very  convenient 
way  of  putting  us  on.  He  is  generally  rather 
late  for  school,  as  I  suppose  he  has  such  a  lot 
of  things  to  attend  to  in  Chambers,  so  that 
there  is  only  about  time  for  three  fellows  at 
most  to  be  put  on  in  one  school :  and  he  always 
puts  us  on  in  order  either  going  up  or  down 
from  the  fellow  whom  he  puts  on  first :  so 
that  if  the  second  from  you  is  put  on,  one  only 
has  to  wait  to  see  which  way  he  goes,  and 
either  one  has  to  look  out  sharp  and  get  oneself 
ready,  or  one  knows  one  is  safe  for  that  school. 
I  have  taken  up  German  and  History  for 
my  extras  again  this  half,  as  I  am  very  fond 
of  History  and  one  can  take  it  up  for  one's 
degree  at  Cambridge,  and  I  mean  to  have  a 
last  shot  at  the  German  Prince  Consort  next 
half  as  most  of  the  fellows  who  were  above 
me  last  year  are  going  to  leave  or  have  left 
already. 
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We  have  a  very  distinguished  House  this 
half  as  we  have  Butterton  in  the  Eleven  and 
Brookes  and  Roresby  in  the  Eight  besides 
four  others  in  the  Boats.  I  expect  we  shall 
win  the  House  Fours  again  this  year,  and 
we  have  a  very  good  chance  of  the  House 
Cricket  Cup,  so  altogether  we  ought  to  do 
very  well. 

I  asked  the  two  young  Bramlings  to  break- 
fast last  week,  whom  you  will  remember  their 
mother  asked  me  to  look  after  when  we  met 
her  in  the  holidays,  but  I  must  say  I  think 
they  want  a  good  deal  of  licking  into  shape. 
They  have  come  straight  from  one  of  those 
nurseries  for  Eton  where  they  seem  to  have 
a  footman  apiece  to  look  after  them,  and  to 
be  brought  up  with  no  respect  whatever  for 
their  elders.  However  I  made  the  best  of 
them,  and  gave  them  a  Httle  good  advice  as 
well,  which  I  think  will  save  them  a  Hcking 
or  two,  though  I  daresay  they  will  write  to 
their  mother  and  say  what  a  beast  I  am.     The 
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worst  of  it  is  they  have  taken  Remove  and  are 
going  in  for  Trials  into  Lower  Division  this 
half,  so  that  they  wont  get  any  fagging  to 
speak  of ;  and  they  are  just  the  sort  of  boys 
that  want  it. 

With  best  love  to  all, 

Yours  ever  affectionately, 
Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 


XXXIX. 

G.  B.  Devon's  Esq, 

Eton  College. 

Wednesday  July  ^Ist. 
Dearest  Susan, 

Thank  you  for  your  very  kind  letter. 
I  shall  be  very  glad  to  come  and  stay  with 
you  for  the  First  and  it  is  very  kind  of  Jack 
to  ask  me.  I  suppose  we  shall  be  well  back 
from  Homburg  by  that  time,  as  Father  in- 
tends to  start  next  Monday  and  he  is  always 
so  bored  with  it  that  I  don't  suppose  he  will 
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want  to  stop  for  an  hour  longer  than  he  is 
obHged  for  his  course. 

I  am  having  a  hoUday  to-day  and  I  get 
another  one  to-morrow,  as  the  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  Certificate  Examination  finished 
this  morning  at  early  school,  and  either  we 
are  supposed  to  be  utterly  worn  out  by  our 
gigantic  eflforts,  or  it  would  be  too  much  trouble 
to  devise  something  for  us  to  do,  but  that 
finishes  our  work  for  the  half.  I  made  an 
attempt  to  get  away  to-day  instead  of  kicking 
my  heels  about  till  Friday  morning,  but  it 
didn't  come  off,  for  reasons  best  known  to 
the  Head  and  my  Tutor. 

We  had  the  very  maddest  thing  in  water- 
parties  yesterday  that  it  has  ever  been  my 
luck  to  indulge  in,  and  that  is  saying  a  good 
deal,  remembering  Lady  Gateley's  expedition 
to  CUveden  last  year  and  the  general  mis- 
management of  it.  You  know  we  have  been 
very  successful  this  half  at  my  Tutor's,  winning 
House  Fours  the  second  time  running,   and 
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doing  very  well  otherwise  in  the  wetbobbing 
Une,  so  my  Tutor,  by  way  of  doing  something 
extra  to  celebrate  it,  decided  instead  of  giving 
us  the  usual  sock  supper  at  the  end  of  the 
half  to  give  us  a  water  party,  and  yesterday 
was  fixed  for  the  day,  being  Mrs.  Devon's 
birthday.  So  yesterday  after  twelve  I  mar- 
shalled all  the  Lower  Boys  and  sent  them  on 
in  a  body  to  the  G.  W.  Station,  the  rest  of  us 
following  a  little  less  in  Sunday  school  order, 
but  still  all  pretty  much  together,  with  myself 
at  the  tail  to  hurry  up  stragglers,  which  was 
as  well,  as  we  only  just  got  to  the  station  in 
time  to  jump  into  the  train  as  it  started,  and 
save  my  Tutor  from  any  serious  consequences 
of  over  anxiety.  When  I  mention  that  Harra- 
by  was  one  of  the  party,  having  come  down 
for  the  day  with  two  or  three  other  of  my 
Tutor's  old  fellows,  and  that  now  he  has  left 
he  appears  to  have  lost  even  what  little  respect 
for  the  powers  that  be  or  anyone  else  that  he 
ever  might  have  had,  you  will  understand  that 
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my  work  of  shepherding  was  not  an  easy  one. 
It  only  wanted  Patson  to  make  things  perfect. 
Well  we  started  off  all  safely  so  far  and 
got  to  Slough.  My  Tutor  had  got  a  special 
carriage  for  us  to  go  to  Mario w  in,  so  we  were 
unhooked  there  and  put  or?  to  a  siding  to  wait 
for  a  down  train,  and  naturally  everyone  who 
wasn't  in  the  same  compartment  as  my  Tutor 
wanted  to  take  Harraby's  suggestion  to  get 
out  and  play  about  on  the  line,  so  I  had  to  get 
Butterton  and  Brookes  and  Roresby  to  get 
out,  and  we  patrolled  both  sides  of  the  carriage 
till  the  down  train  came.  Of  course  we 
couldn't  prevent  Harraby  getting  out,  and 
the  consequence  was,  when  we  were  hooked 
on  again  and  had  started  he  was  left  behind ; 
but  he  turned  up  however  at  Maidenhead 
smihng  and  not  in  the  least  ashamed  of  himself, 
having  just  managed  to  jump  into  the  guard's 
van  as  it  was  leaving  the  end  of  the  platform. 
When  we  got  to  Maidenhead  we  were  unhooked 
again,  and  put  on  to  the  other  side  of  the  plat- 
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form  to  wait  for  the  branch  train  to  take  us 
along.  All  the  fellows  insisted  that  they  were 
getting  cramp,  and  as  we  had  nearly  twenty 
minutes  to  wait  my  Tutor  said  we  had  better 
let  them  out  for  a  run,  which  was  very  weak 
of  him,  as  first  of  all  they  began  making  them- 
selves a  nuisance  by  racing  up  and  down  the 
platform  with  the  luggage  trucks,  and  then 
at  the  end  kept  the  train  waiting  nearly  five 
minutes  while  they  were  being  collected  to 
start  again,  Harraby  of  course  having  taken 
a  select  party  across  the  Hne,  as  there  weren't 
enough  trucks  to  go  round  on  our  side.  I 
must  say  my  Tutor  was  awfully  good  natured 
about  it,  his  only  fear  being  that  someone 
would  be  left  behind. 

We  went  on  to  Bourne  End  and  there  were 
shunted  again,  to  be  tacked  on  to  the  little 
branch  train  to  Marlow,  and  at  last  we  got 
there  safely  after  a  journey  of  two  hours  and 
a  quarter  and  having  learnt  a  great  deal 
about  train  shunting.     We  went  down   in   a 
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procession  to  the  river  and  got  into  the  fleet  of 
boats  that  my  Tutor  had  ordered,  which  con- 
sisted of  an  inrigged  four,  a  randan  and  two 
gigs,  and  started  for  Medenham.  I  was  in 
the  four  oar  with  my  Tutor  and  Mrs.  Devon 
and  a  lot  of  the  )'ounger  fellows,  with  Max- 
worth,  Shipton,  and  Salmon  rowing,  and 
Brookes  took  charge  of  one  gig,  and  Roresby 
and  Butterton  the  other ;  and  the  randan 
was  left  to  the  tender  mercies  of  Harraby, 
who  managed  to  take  possession  of  it  with  a 
party  of  his  admirers  and  shove  off  into  mid 
stream  while  we  were  settling  ourselves,  so 
that  it  was  too  late  to  stop  him.  We  got  to 
Medenham  without  any  accidents,  and  there 
sat  down  to  a  gorgeous  meal  of  all  the  luxuries 
of  the  season  with  champagne  cup  and  claret 
cup  by  way  of  drinks,  and  by  the  time  we 
had  finished  and  had  drunk  Mrs.  Devon's 
health  and  the  House  Four's  health  and  the 
little  Devons'  healths  and  thanks  had  been 
properly  returned  by  those  concerned  it  was 
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already  half  past  six.  I  believe  my  Tutor 
had  originally  intended  that  we  should  just 
row  back  to  Marlow  and  come  home  respectably, 
but  someone  started  the  idea  that  it  would 
be  very  pleasant  to  row  down  to  Windsor  in 
the  cool  of  the  evening  and  that  we  could  do 
it  very  easily  in  four  hours  at  the  outside,  and 
I  suppose  my  Tutor  thought  as  he  was  in  for 
it  he  might  as  well  do  the  thing  properly, 
so  about  seven  we  set  off"  on  our  voyage 
home. 

We  had  rather  a  pleasant  time  for  the  first 
hour  or  so  and  made  very  good  progress,  but 
naturally  we  weren't  dressed  for  a  twenty 
mile  row  or  thereabouts,  and  by  the  time  we 
had  got  to  Cookham  Lock  I  was  beginning  to 
have  had  about  enough  of  it,  but  of  course 
it  wouldn't  have  done  to  have  given  in,  so  I 
kept  on  to  Boulter's  Lock.  Maxworth  who 
was  rowing  behind  me  was  getting  sarcastic 
by  that  time,  and  kept  on  repeating  in  time 
with  his  rowing  "  It  was  the  merriest  maddest 
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day  of  all  the  bright  New  Year,"  which  tickled 
me  so  that  I  nearly  had  hysterics.  By  the 
time  we  got  to  Boulter's  Lock  it  was  pitch  dark, 
a  moon  having  been  forgotten  to  be  provided 
in  the  general  arrangements,  and  when  we 
assembled  in  the  lock  we  found  Harraby's 
boat  wasn't  there,  on  which  it  occurred,  to 
some  Lower  Boy  in  one  of  the  boats  that  he 
had  seen  him  turning  off  a  little  above  and 
he  thought  he  must  have  gone  down  the  weir. 
We  were  just  going  to  send  out  a  search  party 
to  gather  up  the  remains,  when  they  turned 
up,  Harraby  declaring  that  he  knew  every 
inch  of  the  river  and  that  there  used  to  be  a 
short  cut  back  into  the  lock  cut,  but  it  had 
been  filled  up. 

My  Tutor  made  us  change  at  Boulter's 
with  some  of  the  sitters,  but  unfortunately 
all  the  best  Lower  Boy  wet-bobs  were  in  the 
other  boats,  so  we  got  hopelessly  behind,  and 
except  Harraby's,  which  kept  on  turning  up 
out   of   the   darkness   after   various   attempts 


YEAR.]  AN  ETON  BOY.  171 

at  more  short  cuts,  we  never  saw  any  more 
of  them,  as  they  completely  outlocked  us.  We 
at  last  got  to  Boveney  at  12.45,  and  there  my 
Tutor  in  despair  asked  me  if  I  knew  the  way 
back  to  College.  Of  course  I  said  I  could 
find  it  with  my  eyes  shut,  so  he  told  me  to 
take  charge  of  the  smaller  fellows  and  pilot 
them  home  across  the  fields,  while  the  others 
n  ours  and  Harraby's  boats  went  on  with  the 
boats  to  the  Brocas.  We  started  off  gaily 
in  the  right  direction  but  unfortunately  lost 
our  way  in  the  dark  completely,  and  after 
wandering  about  hopelessly,  we  at  last  when 
day  broke  about  3  found  ourselves  far  away 
down  the  Eton  Wick  Road.  However  it  was 
easy  enough  then,  and  we  got  in  about  half 
past  three,  and  found  the  butler  sitting  up 
for  us,  with  everyone  except  ourselves  safely 
in  bed.  I  had  a  Demosthenes  paper  this 
morning  and  was  not  very  comfortable  about 
it,  so  I  thought  I  might  as  well  not  go  to  bed 
at  all,  but  sap  till  early  school,  and  take  my 
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sleep  out  to-day  :  but  I  didn't  do  very  much, 
as  I  found  myself  lying  on  my  bed  this  morning 
with  all  my  clothes  on  and  the  Demosthenes 
in  my  hand,  and  the  candle  still  burning  on  the 
table.  However  I  did  a  rather  brilliant  paper 
this  morning  after  all. 

I  think  I  have  done  pretty  decently  this 
year,  at  least  I  hope  so,  as  my  Certificate  will 
save  me  having  to  matriculate  next  year  even 
if  I  don't  succeed  in  getting  a  Scholarship 
anywhere.  I  have  had  great  luck  with  my 
Mathematics  as  I  got  all  the  propositions  in 
Euclid  that  I  really  know,  and  I  am  afraid 
that  is  not  a  very  large  choice,  so  I  scored 
heavily  over  the  examiners. 

The  Head  asked  me  to  breakfast  last  Friday, 
which  was  a  great  honour,  as  he  usually  only 
asks  Sixth  Form,  and  I  don't  know  why  he 
should  have  bestowed  it  on  me  unless  there 
is  some  unseen  bond  of  sympathy  between 
us,  as  I  am  afraid  I  am  not  a  brilliant  success 
in  the  classical  line  up  to  him.      He  has  only 
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put  me  on  once  quite  early  in  the  half,  and  I 
happened  not  to  have  learnt  my  lesson  on  that 
particular  day,  and  I  made  such  a  mess  of  it, 
that  he  has  carefully  avoided  trying  the  ex- 
periment again.  All  I  can  say  is  I  only  hope 
he  likes  me  half  as  much  as  I  like  him.  There 
were  three  other  fellows  at  breakfast,  Fitz- 
weare,  Belton  and  Oxenden.  The  Head  and 
Mrs.  Head  were  very  kind  and  made  us  fee 
quite  at  home,  so  much  so  that  whether  Fitz- 
weare  was  carried  away  by  the  coffee  I  don't 
know,  but  he  suddenly  began  to  tell  that  story 
about  the  University  coach  who  stopped  his 
crew  and  said  "  You're  all  rowing  very  badly 
except  seven  " ;  and  we  were  all  on  pins  and 
needles,  as  we  knew  the  end  of  the  story 
but  Fitzweare  remembered  in  time  and  changed 
it  to  "  and  he's  rowing  outrageously  badly  ! " 
and  the  Head,  who  had  quite  a  twinkle  in  his 
eye,  suddenly  changed  the  conversation.  The 
point  of  the  story  is  that  the  word  was  not 
"  outrageously." 
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Now  I  am  feeling  very  sleepy  again  and 
you  will  be  tired  of  this  letter,  so  I  will  end. 
Best  love  to  yourself  and  Jack,  and 
Believe  me, 

Yours  ever, 
Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
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SIXTH    FORM-IN    HIGH    PLACES. 

XL. 

G.  B.  Devon's  Esq., 

Eton 

Tuesday  Oct.  1st. 
My  dear  Pat, 

Thanks    very    much    for    your    letter 

which  came  as  quite  a  pleasant  surprise,  as 

we  hadn't  heard  anything  of  you  since  you 

started  oft'  on  your  travels  to  Dusseldorf  last 

Easter.     I   showed   your   letter   to   Butterton 

and    Brookes,    and    we    were   all    very    much 

amused  at  your  account  of  your  manner  of 

life   there  and  since  you   went   to   Blinkton. 

You  seem  to  have  your  nose  kept  pretty  well 

to  the  grindstone  now,  but  I  hope  it  will  come 

all  right  in  the  end  and  that  you  will  find 

yourself  safely  in  Sandhurst  by  the  beginning 
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of  next  year.  Brookes  sends  his  best  love 
and  desires  you  to  steel  your  susceptible  heart 
against  the  blandishments  of  the  fair  Leonora, 
who  seems  according  to  your  account  to  be 
making  the  running  pretty  hard.  Let  us 
hope  when  the  new  pupil  arrives  that  she 
will  transfer  part  of  her  affections  to  him. 

Maxworth  has  got  your  old  room  and  has 
done  it  up  in  aesthetic  style  with  Liberty  cur- 
tains and  dados  and  all  that  kind  of  thing, 
which  is  almost  painful  to  anyone  who  remem- 
bers the  glorious  state  of  mixumgatherumness 
that  it  used  to  be  in  in  your  time.  You  will 
no  doubt  be  glad  to  hear  that  Fanny  deeply 
laments  your  departure  and  the  consequent 
changes  in  your  former  place  of  abode.  She 
opened  her  heart  to  me  while  she  was  clearing 
my  breakfast  the  other  day  saying  that  "  in 
Mr.  Patson's  time  there  wasnt  no  trouble 
about  where  things  was  to  be  put  and  how 
things  was  to  be  dusted,  you  just  had  to  make 
the  bed  and  do  up  the  fire-place  and  then  you 
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was  told  you  could  go  :  but  now  Mr.  Maxworth 
he  was  always  fidgetting  about  this  that  and 
the  other,  and  the  room  was  that  full  of  brick- 
bats and  rubbish  that  one  couldnt  turn  round 
without  knocking  something  down,  and  she 
did  wish  he'd  stopped  on  his  own  landing." 
I  hope  you  feel  properly  flattered. 

Butterton  is  playing  in  the  Field  now  and 
distinguished  himself  by  breaking  a  man's 
leg  last  week  in  the  match  against  P.  W. 
Johnson's  Eleven.  He  has  been  attending  a 
course  of  Ambulance  lectures  lately,  so  was 
in  a  position  to  repair  the  damage  on  the  spot, 
but  I  hear  on  good  authority  that  the  sufferer, 
Burnett,  whom  you  will  remember  at  Rayner's 
four  years  ago,  declared  that  he  distinctly 
preferred  the  breaking  part  of  the  operation. 
Butterton  has  become  positively  crazy  about 
Anatomy  now,  having  besides  the  Ambulance 
business  taken  up  the  science  as  one  of  his 
First  Hundred  extras,  and  on  such  occasions 
as  my  Tutor  doesnt  come  to  dinner  improves 
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the  occasion  while  I  am  carving  the  joint  to 
deliver  a  lecture  on  the  structure  of  the  animal 
concerned  which  tends  to  put  one  off  ones 
victuals  very  considerably. 

You  are  pleased  to  be  what  I  suppose  you 
consider  funny  on  the  subject  of  my  being 
Captain  of  my  Tutor's  and  in  Sixth  Form  and 
ask  me  what  it  feels  like.  You  must  remember 
that  I  have  had  a  half  of  being  Captain  now 
so  that  I  am  quite  an  old  hand  at  it  by  this  time, 
and  in  any  case,  now  that  certain  disturbing 
elements  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  name 
have  been  removed,  I  think  I  am  having  a 
good  deal  quieter  time  than  poor  old  Coniston 
used  to  have.  Butterton  and  Brookes,  too, 
are  quite  reformed  characters  now  and  all  on 
the  side  of  law  and  order,  so  that  peace  and 
quietness  now  reign  where  before  there  were 
turbulence  and  resistance  to  the  ordered 
authority.  You  will  be  glad  to  hear  that 
amongst  other  things  I  have  been  engaged 
in  breaking  in  my  Tutor  to  a  proper  sense 
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of  what  he  ought  to  expect  the  Captain  of  his 
House  to  do.  The  other  night  he  came  up 
to  my  room  in  a  violent  state  of  agitation  and 
began  a  long  jobation  about  people  who  were 
put  in  positions  of  trust  and  neglected  their 
duties,  and  the  moral  tone  of  the  House  being 
in  a  rapid  state  of  deterioration  and  all  that 
sort  of  thing,  till  I  began  to  get  tired  of  it, 
so  I  asked  him  straight  out  what  on  earth 
he  was  driving  at.  Then  it  came  out  that 
he  had  been  on  the  prowl  on  the  top  passage 
and  caught  young  Lever  and  Kydd  smoking 
in  their  room,  and  he  appeared  to  think  it  was 
my  fault.  I  asked  him  how  he  supposed  T 
was  going  to  prevent  little  accidents  of  that 
sort,  and  he  actually  had  the  impudence  to 
say  he  thought  I  ought  to  make  periodical 
visits  round  the  Lower  Boys'  rooms  to  see 
that  they  were  not  committing  any  transgres- 
sions. So  I  just  up  and  told  him  straight 
out  that  I  was  as  keen  for  the  reputation  of 
the  House  as  he  was  himself,  and  was  quite 
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with  him  in  doing  anything  to  keep  it  up  in 
reason,  but  if  he  wanted  anyone  to  go  sneaking 
about  Hke  a  detective  on  the  system  of  always 
expecting  to  find  something  wrong  he  must 
get  somebody  else  to  do  it,  as  in  that  matter 
I  must  put  myself  entirely  on  the  side  of  the 
boys.  However  I  comforted  him  by  teUing 
him  I  would  use  my  moral  influence  to  see 
that  it  didnt  happen  again,  and  next  morning 
I  interviewed  Lever  and  Kydd  in  my  room 
and  told  them  I  would  give  them  a  jolly  good 
hiding  if  they  ever  dared  to  smoke  in  the 
house  again,  and  that  they  were  jolly  little 
fools  and  would  only  end  in  making  themselves 
beastly  sick ;  and  what  with  that  and  the 
swishing  they  got  through  my  Tutor  com- 
plaining of  them  on  his  own  account,  I  dont 
think  they  will  repeat  the  crime  in  a  hurry. 
My  Tutor  and  I  are  the  best  of  friends  again 
now  and  he  hasn't  said  another  word  about 
it,  but  I  hope  he  thinks  the  more. 

As  for  Sixth  Form,  it  is  a  position  of  great 
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dignity  and  responsibility  which  it  is  not  for 
the  Hkes  of  you  to  talk  so  lightly  about.  I 
am  doing  my  best  to  fill  it,  and  I  am  told  I  am 
doing  it  rather  well,  though  on  such  mornings, 
as  happen  twice  a  week,  when  Fordyce  who 
is  last  below  me  gets  off  Chapel  for  drawing 
and  I  have  to  lead  the  procession  up  Chapel, 
I  have  not  yet  got  quite  over  the  tendency 
to  start  oflf  by  faUing  up  the  Ante-chapel  step. 
The  other  fellows  say  too  that  I  step  too  long 
for  them,  which  is  absurd,  as  I  am  the  shortest 
of  the  lot,  and  the  other  day  I  found  myself 
proudly  marching  up  the  aisle  in  a  kind  of 
procession  of  my  own,  about  six  yards  in  front 
of  anyone  else.  However  that  will  no  doubt 
all  come  by  practice  ;  and  I'm  not  sure  that 
I  ha  vent  already  told  you  more  than  one  of 
the  profane  herd  Hke  yourself  ought  to  know. 

I  dont  know  whether  Butterton  is  going 
to  play  me  for  the  House  this  half  (now  dont 
say  O  Lord  !)  but  he  tried  me  in  goals  in  a 
match  we  had  against  Fryer's  last  Saturday 


182  LETTERS  OF  [seventh 

and  I  really  did  rather  well.  As  it  happened 
the  ball  scarcely  came  my  way  all  through, 
but  I  had  the  opportunity  of  making  one 
kick  with  the  whole  of  Fryer's  charging  down 
on  me  which  would  be  quite  good  enough 
to  retire  on.  So  perhaps  I  shall  have  the 
satisfaction  of  getting  my  colours  before  I 
leave  after  all.  I  must  own  however  that 
it  is  extremely  doubtful. 

Salmon  and  Overbury  are  playing  awfully 
well  this  year ;  Overbury  is  one  of  the  fastest 
corners  I  have  ever  seen.  Altogether  we  have 
a  very  good  chance  of  the  Cup  I  should  say. 

Goodbye  now  for  the  present  and  take 
care  of  yourself.  I  suppose  it  is  no  use  asking 
you  to  write  again  in  anything  under  six 
months,  so  I  will  leave  that  to  your  finer 
feelings.  Why  dont  you  come  down  to  the 
Old  Boys'  match.  At  any  rate  I  will  send 
you  a  notice.  With  all  best  wishes, 
Yours  ever, 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
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XLL 

G.  B.  Devon's  Esq. 

Eton  College. 

October  11th. 
Dear  Father, 

You  will  no  doubt  be  glad  to  hear  that 

the   speech   has   come   off,    and   without   any 

mishap,  in  spite  of  all  my  fears.     I  dont  think 

that    I    shall    ever    be    what    you    may    call 

a  born  orator,  but  I  am  prepared  to  take  on 

anything  now  of  the  same  kind  as  this  morning  : 

and  if  I  was  going  to  stop  on  over  the  Fourth 

of  June,  I  dont  think  that  I  should  funk  even 

the  lofty  and  distinguished  audience  on  that 

occasion,  now  that  I  have  faced  what  I  think 

must  be  a  still  more  trying  one,   consisting 

solely  of    the  First  Hundred,  who  all  I  knew 

from  my  own  experience  would  be  as  pleased 

with  a  sHp  from  me  as  with  a  joke  in  Punch, 

and  some  I  knew  from  chance  scraps  of  talk 

that  I   have   caught   at   dinner   had   actually 
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got  small  bets  on  that  I  would  slip.  I  must 
give  the  Head  his  full  due  and  say  that  it  was 
mainly  owing  to  his  coaching  I  got  over  it  so 
well.  He  is  really  a  born  coach,  and  so  kind 
and  patient.  He  had  me  into  Chambers  every 
day  this  week,  and  I  stood  up  at  one  end  of 
the  room,  and  he  stood  at  the  other,  while 
I  went  through  my  speech  and  he  coached 
me  how  to  use  my  hands  and  raise  and  lower 
my  voice  over  and  over  again  till  he  got  me 
perfect. 

I  was  very  nervous  this  morning,  and 
things  weren't  made  much  better  by  my 
breeches,  which  had  not  fitted  when  they 
were  first  sent  home,  not  turning  up  till  the 
last  moment :  and  I  was  wondering  whether 
it  would  be  best  to  go  into  Upper  School  and 
tell  the  Head  I  couldn't  speak  because  I  had 
no  breeches  or  to  make  the  speech  without 
them,  when  Denman's  man  arrived  with 
them  and  the  most  humble  apologies.  I  had 
got  all  ready  except  for  them  to  save  time, 
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and  having  got  them  on  with  Denman's  help, 
for  they  were  still  so  tight  I  dont  think  I  could 
have  managed  it  without,  I  started  for  Upper 
School.  All  the  maids  had  arranged  their 
work  so  as  to  be  just  outside  my  door  when 
I  opened  it,  and  I  had  quite  the  same  sort  of 
thing  to  go  through  as  Susan  when  she  was 
presented  last  year,  only  I  dont  expect  she 
felt  so  strange,  or  so  restricted  in  her  move- 
ments as  I  did,  girls  being  more  used  to  that 
sort  of  thing.  Of  course  when  I  did  get  to 
the  School  Yard  I  was  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  too  early,  and  I  had  to  wait  about  till 
school  came  out.  It  was  awfully  cold,  and 
evening  dress  at  the  top  and  knee  breeches 
and  silk  stockings  down  below  were  not  the 
best  costume  to  be  out  in,  besides  which  I 
had  no  hat,  so  that  in  a  few  minutes  all  the 
rest  of  the  courage  that  I  had  screwed  up  for 
the  performance  was  pretty  well  frozen  out 
of  me.  I  had  no  one  either  to  keep  me  com- 
pany for  the  first  ten  minutes  or  so,  and  of 
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course  with  my  luck  some  beastly  excursionists 
chose  that  moment  to  walk  round  College, 
and  I  am  sure  they  were  making  remarks 
about  me  as  one  of  the  curiosities.  However 
at  last  the  other  fellows  who  were  to  speak 
turned  up  so  it  was  all  right.  Bisshopp  had 
changed  after  ten  with  the  help  of  his  Minor 
and  his  fags,  but  he  had  split  his  stocking 
at  the  seam,  and  though  his  Minor  had  in- 
geniously painted  his  leg  with  ink  so  as  to 
hide  the  hole,  he  was  in  an  awful  state  of  terror 
lest  the  Head  should  spot  him.  However 
1  comforted  him  by  reminding  him  that  he 
would  not  have  to  turn  his  back  on  the  Head, 
and  that  he  must  remember  to  retire  gracefully 
bowing  backwards  when  he  had  finished,  and 
he  became  somewhat  more  calm.  Then  at 
last  school  came  out  and  we  went  up,  followed 
by  the  whole  of  the  First  Hundred,  our  per- 
sonal friends  taking  the  opportunity  to  make 
rude  remarks  about  the  shape  of  our  calves. 
Bisshopp  had  to  speak  first,   then  Colherne, 
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and  then  ca,nie  my  turn.  I  was  most  nervous 
about  my  first  line,  which  when  I  was  re- 
hearsing I  had  somehow  always  got  twisted 
up  into  "  Now  by  your  fathers'  cradles,  now 
by  your  children's  graves,"  till  the  Head  had 
got  to  make  quite  a  joke  of  it ;  and  to-day, 
though  I  had  done  nothing  but  repeat  it  to 
myself  all  the  time  I  was  waiting  my  turn, 
when  I  started  it  was  all  but  coming  out  wrong 
after  all,  and  I  only  saved  myself  by  a  stammer. 
I  just  glanced  at  the  Head,  and  I  saw  him 
smihng,  and  I  am  afraid  I  spoilt  the  first  few 
lines  of  my  speech  by  giving  them  with  a  broad 
grin,  when  they  ought  to  be  done  looking 
rather  fierce,  but  I  remembered  what  you 
said  about  not  looking  at  one's  audience,  so 
1  looked  straight  at  the  desk  over  the  Head's 
head,  and  I  got  through  the  rest  without  a 
mistake.  My  Tutor  comphmented  me  at 
dinner  and  he  is  generally  rather  difficult  to 
please.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  however,  that  I 
distinctly    heard    someone    at    dinner    telhng 
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his  neighbour  who  asked  him  what  I  spoke 
that  it  was  called  "  A  Silly  Ass."  Rather 
humiliating  wasnt  it  1 

I  have  been  elected  to  the  Literary  Society 
which  meets  to  discuss  papers  by  the  members 
or   hear   lectures   by    eminent   persons.     Last 
week  we  had  a  paper  on  Shelley  by  Belton  the 
Captain   of   the   Oppidans.     To   my   horror   I 
found  myself  called  upon  to  speak,   which  I 
did,  but  knowing  nothing  about  the  subject 
except   what   I   had   heard   from   Belton   and 
what  I  had  looked  up  in  the  Cyclopaedia  of 
English   Literature,    which   appeared   to   have 
been  already  rather  largely  drawn  upon  by  the 
previous  speakers,  I  am  afraid  I  did  not  con- 
tribute anything  very  original  or  startling  to 
the    debate.     We    have    Sir    John    Lubbock 
coming  to  lecture  us  on  Insects  and  Flowers 
next  week. 

Best  love  to  all, 

Yours  ever  affectionately 
.    Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
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XLII. 

G.  B.  Devon's  Esq. 

Eton  College. 

Sunday  Nov.  24. 
Dear  Father, 

Thanks    very    much    for    your    letter. 
I  think  I  would  much  prefer  to  go  to  Trinity 
Hall  as  it  is  your  old  College,  and  besides  it 
will  probably  be  much  easier  to  get  a  Scholar- 
ship there.      Will  you  make  arrangements  for 
me  to  go  up  next  year.      I  suppose  it  would 
not  be  till  October  that  I  should  go  up,  but 
most  of  the  Scholarships  come  ofl'  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  and  if  so  I  ought  to  begin 
working  for  it  as  soon  as  possible.     My  Tutor 
is  rather  amusing  on  the  subject,  as  he  seems 
to  have  made  up  his  mind  nobody  ever  does 
any  work  at  Trinity  Hall  and  I  shall  go  to  the 
bad  altogether.      However  I  had  a  long  argu- 
ment with  him,  and  proved  to  him  conclusively 
that  it  must  be  better  to  be  the  only  working 
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one  at  a  non-working  College  than  only  one 
of  many  at  one  where  everyone  works,  so  I 
think  I  have  convinced  him,  and  at  any  rate 
he  seems  more  resigned  to  my  fate  now. 

I  have  been  having  rather  an  easy  time 
of  it  this  last  week,  as  I  have  been  Sixth  Form 
Praepostor.  We  get  off  early  school  altogether, 
and  except  for  extras,  all  that  we  have  to  do 
in  the  other  schools  is  for  one  of  us  to  go  up 
to  the  Head's  room  to  get  the  bill  and  bring 
it  down  to  the  other  turn  and  turn  about. 
I  tried  to  establish  the  precedent  of  getting 
off  extras  as  an  additional  tribute  to  the  dignity 
of  the  office,  but  Watt,  my  Tug  colleague,  got 
frightened  and  didnt  back  me  up  properly,  so 
it  didnt  come  off.  Anyhow  it  has  been  a 
grand  time  for  fives'  courts  and  I  have  put 
in  a  lot  of  extra  work  for  the  Prince  Consort 
as  well,  which  comes  off  next  week. 

It  is  rather  fun  being  Praepostor,  and  though 
it  is  a  httle  trying  at  first  going  round  to  the 
different  divisions  to  tell  the  miserable  culprits 
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to  stay  or  wait  after  school  as  the  case  may  be, 
one  soon  gets  used  to  it ;  and  by  the  time  I 
had  finished  I  had  attained  to  a  cold  remorseless 
style  that  I  am  sure  would  have  done  credit 
to  a  French  Revolutionary  gaoler.  There  is 
a  story  going  round  about  Grey  when  he  had 
the  Praepostorship,  that  he  was  so  nervous 
the  first  time  he  went  round  that  he  waited 
some  minutes  outside  the  first  division  he  had 
to  go  to,  and  then  having  wound  himself  up 
fully,  threw  open  the  door  and  said  "  Is  the 
Head  Master  in  this  division  1  "  but  without 
attending  to  the  Master's  surprised  question 
of  ''What*?"  immediately  went  on  "So  and 
so  wishes  to  see  him  after  school";  but  as 
he  is  very  fond  of  telling  stories  against  himself, 
this  may  probably  be  put  down  as  one  of  them. 
I  had  no  mishaps  of  that  kind,  the  only  change 
from  the  regular  order  of  things  that  I  ex- 
perienced being  when  I  visited  Watford's 
division  and  announced  that  the  Head  wanted 
to    see   one   of   his   division    afterwards.      He 
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replied  in  his  best  sarcastic  tone,  implying 
that  I  did  not  know  my  business,  ''  I  suppose 
you  mean  he  is  to  stay,"  to  which  I  rephed 
''  No,  I  meant  the  Head  Master  wants  to  see 
him  after  school  "  and  departed  in  triumph, 
with  a  feehng  of  a  distinct  score  off  him  in 
return  for  the  insolent  manner  he  has  always 
adopted  towards  me.  I  suppose  he  had  in- 
tended to  have  the  fellow  swished,  and  the 
Head  and  his  tutor  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  a  good  talking  to  would  answer  the  purpose. 
I  was  a  little  doubtful  where  I  should  get 
anyone  to  hold  down  the  first  time  that  I 
had  to  preside  at  the  executions,  but  my  fears 
were  very  soon  relieved,  as  immediately  after 
twelve  when  I  was  waiting  with  my  batch  of 
culprits  to  go  up  to  the  Head's  room,  I  found 
myself  surrounded  by  more  applicants  for  the 
job  than  I  wanted.  The  rising  generation 
seems  to  be  very  morbidly  inclined.  After  that 
too,  I  found  my  fags  seemed  to  imagine  they 
had  a  previous  claim  on  me  for  the  honour, 
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and  as  I  really  have  more  of  them  than  I  usually 
know  what  to  do  with,  I  was  very  glad  to 
have  something  to  use  them  for.  The  result 
was  a  rather  funny  thing  happened  on  Wednes- 
day. I  had  young  Radley  whom  Grand- 
mama  asked  me  to  look  after  to  breakfast 
and  Bracebridge  and  Lever  my  two  breakfast 
fags  were  in  attendance,  and  after  twelve  we 
all  met  again  under  the  arches,  self  as  the 
gaoler,  Bracebridge  and  Lever  as  assistants, 
and  Radley  as  the  victim,  quite  a  happy  little 
family  party.  Radley  was  apparently  much 
impressed  with  the  part  I  took  in  the  per- 
formance, but  was  rather  mistaken  in  my 
functions,  as  before  we  went  up  he  asked  me 
as  a  favour  not  to  lay  on  too  hard.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  he  got  off  first  fault. 

One  of  my  greatest  trials  during  the  week 
has  been  the  birch  cupboard  key.  You  know 
from  your  experiences  with  me  when  we  were 
abroad  last  summer  that  I  am  not  good  at 
keys,  and  this  one  has  been  a  perfect  bad  dream 
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to  me  lest  I  should  leave  it  behind.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  I  did  leave  it  behind  once  when 
I  had  changed  my  waistcoat,  but  fortunately 
I  found  it  out  in  time  to  go  back  to  my  tutors 
and  fetch  it.  Poor  Bisshopp  who  is  always 
in  the  clouds  composing  iambics  or  some- 
thing forgot  it  altogether  the  other  day  and 
had  to  go  back  to  his  Tutor's  to  fetch  it  while 
the  Head  and  the  rest  of  the  party  waited ; 
and  it  being  a  very  cold  morning,  the  poor 
swishee,  who  was  all  ready  for  his  fate,  cannot 
have  been  very  comfortable. 

We  begin  the  Prince  Consort  on  Tuesday. 
I  feel  pretty  safe  about  the  German  but  I  am 
afraid  I  havent  a  chance  for  the  French  as 
there  are  two  fellows  in,  Belton  and  Dumbarton, 
who  have  lived  most  of  their  lives  in  France. 
However  I  hope  I  shall  be  in  the  Select  again, 
at  any  rate. 

Best  love  to  all, 

Yours  ever  aifecately 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
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XLIIL 

G.  B.  Devon's  Esq., 

Eton  College. 

Sunday  Feb.  23. 
Dear  Father, 

Thank  you  for  your  letter.     I  was  very 

glad  to  hear  you  have  got  over  the  worst  of 

your  attack  and  I  hope  you  will  soon  be  about 

again,  but  you  ought  to  take  care  of  yourself 

more,  especially  with  these  east  winds  about. 

Thank  you  for  sending  the  sovereign  for 

the  new  Fives'  Courts.     I  have  been  up  to  my 

eyes  for  the  last  fortnight  in  letters  to  parents 

and  old  boys  over  that  business  and  so  far 

have    been    very    successful,    having    already 

collected  £68  ;   but  I  hope  it  will  never  be  my 

luck  to  have  to  take  on  a  job  like  that  again. 

I  have  got  to  a  pitch  when  I  can  repeat  the 

whole  of  the  circular  off  by  heart,  and  I  am 

simply  sick  of  the  sight  of  my  own  name,  and 

the  hard  part  of  it  is  that  I  shant  even  have 
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the  reward  of  being  able  to  profit  by  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  fives'  courts.  I  told  my 
Tutor  I  thought  that  the  least  they  could 
do  for  me  in  return  for  my  self  sacrifice  in  the 
cause  of  posterity  would  be  to  put  my  name 
up  on  a  large  slab  on  the  wall  of  our  particular 
court,  with  "  Si  monumentum  quaeris "  or 
something  of  that  sort,  which  made  him  laugh, 
but  of  course  I  dont  expect  anything  of  the 
kind. 

I  am  having  a  good  deal  of  amusement 
out  of  my  own  fives'  court  which  I  am  the 
proud  proprietor  of  on  half  holiday  long  after 
fours.  It  is  perhaps  not  much  to  be  proud 
of  as  it  is  only  one  of  the  old  Fives'  Courts 
and  the  only  time  I  have  been  to  see  it,  it 
appeared  to  be  very  much  out  of  repair,  with 
all  sorts  of  strange  ledges  and  bumps  about 
the  floor  and  walls,  in  addition  to  the  regulation 
ones,  which  must,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  lend 
pleasing  variety  to  the  ordinary  chances  of 
the  game.     Nevertheless  it  is  in  great  demand 
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not  only  amongst  the  juniors  of  my  own  Tutor's 
but  generally  throughout  the  School,  and  I 
am  continually  being  approached  by  all  sorts 
of  fellows  whom  I  have  never  seen  before,  let 
alone  knowing  their  names,  to  give  it  them 
for  such  and  such  a  long  after  four.  It  is 
nice  to  feel  oneself  so  popular,  even  if  it  is 
only  because  one  has  a  fives'  court  at  ones 
disposal,  but  I  have  made  it  a  rule  never  to 
give  it  away  outside  my  Tutor's  and  I  am  firm 
in  sticking  to  it.  I  asked,  for  mere  curiosity, 
one  small  youth  who  came  up  to  me  the  day 
before  yesterday  to  ask  for  my  court  for  Tues- 
day, what  claim  he  thought  he  had  on  me 
at  all  for  it,  to  which  he  replied  that  he  thought 
there  could  be  no  harm  asking  as  I  had  such 
a  kind  face ;  he  certainly  deserved  success, 
but  I  felt  it  my  duty  not  to  give  it  him,  and  I 
daresay  he  went  on  and  tried  somebody  else 
with  the  same  story. 

We  have  been  having  quite  a  little  rebelhon 
at  my  Tutor's  last  week  against  the  constituted 
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authorities,  and  you  will  be  interested  to  hear 
that  but  for  an  extraordinary  exercise  of  diplo-  & 
matic  talent,  and  of  course  the  fact  that  the 
whole  thing  was  bound  to  become  a  farce,  I 
have  been  in  danger  of  being  deposed,  or  at 
any  rate  of  being  turned  into  a  mere  figure-  ,^ 
head  with  no  real  power  to  do  anything  in 
the  house.  It  all  arose  out  of  a  mixture  of 
the  Debating  Society  and  the  Library  affairs. 
We  have  quite  a  little  clique  of  Radicals  of  the 
deepest  dye  at  my  Tutors,  the  chief  being 
Francis,  Pond,  and  Maxworth,  with  a  httle  tail 
of  followers  in  Lower  Division  and  Remove, 
who  I  believe  hold  violent  meetings  in  their 
rooms  to  denounce  everything  and  everybody 
from  the  House  of  Lords  to  me ;  but  only 
these  three  count.  Well,  Butterton  and  Brookes 
suggested  at  the  meeting  of  the  Debating 
Society  on  yesterday  week  that  the  surplus 
funds,  of  which  we  have  a  good  deal  now, 
should  be  spent  in  fitting  up  the  Library  with 
more  comforts,  such  as  a  writing  table  and 
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an  armchair  or  so,  and  a  supply  of  writing 
paper  with  the  house  address  beautifully  stamped 
on  it  be  got  in,  so  that  it  could  be  used  as  a 
sort  of  club  for  the  members  of  the  Debating 
Society  only.  I  said  I  thought  it  was  a  very 
good  suggestion,  but  of  course  it  couldnt  be 
kept  to  the  Debating  Society  alone,  as  the 
Library  belonged  to  the  whole  House  and  we 
couldnt  keep  anyone  out,  but  I  would  see 
about  how  much  fitting  the  Library  out  hke 
that  would  cost  and  get  a  subscription  from 
all  round  for  it.  But  the  joke  was  that  the 
Radical  party  refused  to  be  contented  with 
this  arrangement  as  they  said  they  didnt 
want  to  have  a  share  with  a  lot  of  Lower  Boys, 
who  would  be  always  using  the  writing  table 
and  wasting  the  writing  paper,  and  they  pro- 
posed a  vote  of  censure  on  me.  I  said  it  didnt 
in  the  least  matter  to  me  whether  they  did 
or  not  and  at  any  rate  it  was  not  the  business 
of  the  Debating  Society  to  comment  on  what 
I  did  as  Captain,  and  we  had  better  go  on 
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with  the  debate ;  but  they  made  such  a  row 
and  refused  to  come  to  order  that  at  last  Salmon, 
who  is  Secretary,  and  I  left  the  room  and  I 
got  Isaac  the  butler  to  turn  the  gas  off  at  the 
main.  Next  morning  they  came  to  me  as 
a  deputation  when  I  was  having  my  breakfast, 
to  tell  me  they  had  passed  resolutions,  which 
must  have  been  in  the  dark,  that  I  v/as  not 
to  be  President  of  the  Debating  Society  any 
longer,  and  that  they  were  not  going  to  con- 
sider me  as  Captain  of  the  House  any  more  ; 
so  I  told  them  not  to  be  fools,  as  they  couldnt 
make  me  not  Captain,  and  I  wasn't  going 
to  accept  a  resolution  by  a  disorderly  rabble 
about  the  Presidency  of  the  Debating  Society, 
and  even  if  they  chose  to  start  an  opposition 
to  it,  I  wouldnt  give  up  the  books  or  the  ballot 
box,  and  I  doubted  very  much  whether  my 
Tutor  would  let  them  use  the  Library  or  pupil 
room  to  meet  in.  They  went  away  then, 
and  during  the  day  I  talked  over  the  matter 
with    Butterton    and    Brookes    and    Salmon, 
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who  were  quite  on  my  side,  and  Butterton 
and  Brookes  wanted  to  go  and  kick  them  all 
round  for  their  cheek  ;  but  I  said  I  thought 
they  had  better  be  left  to  come  to  their  senses 
by  themselves.  Next  morning  they  came 
back  very  angry  because  I  had  called  them  a 
disorderly  rabble,  but  I  said  I  couldnt  call 
them  anything  else,  so  they  dropped  that 
point  and  went  on  to  say  that  they  didnt  approve 
of  the  whole  management  of  everything  being 
in  my  hands,  and  they  thought  things  ought 
to  be  done  more  constitutionally;  so  I  asked 
them  what  they  suggested,  and  they  proposed 
that  I  should  be  Captain  with  constitutional 
powers  like  the  Queen,  Butterton  should  be 
in  charge  of  the  dry-bobbing  hke  the  Secretary 
for  War,  and  Brookes  of  the  wet-bobbing 
hke  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  I  pro- 
posed in  return  that  my  Tutor  ought  to  be 
looked  on  as  the  Sovereign  and  that  I  should 
only  be  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury    and    look    after    things    generally, 
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which  they  agreed  was  an  even  better  plan 
than  theirs  ;  and  they  went  away  quite  happy, 
so  there  it  all  ended  with  everything  exactly 
as  it  was  before.  Somehow  my  Tutor  got  to 
hear  of  the  row,  and  made  me  tell  him  all 
about  it,  though  of  course  I  made  him  promise 
he  wouldnt  take  any  notice  of  it,  and  he  laughed 
till  he  looked  as  if  he  was  simply  going  into 
a  fit. 

This  has  grown  to  be  an  awful  long  letter 
and  I  must  stop  now  as  it  is  past  twelve. 

With  best  love  and  hoping  you  will  soon 
be  all  right  again, 

Yours  ever  afFecately 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
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XLIV. 

c/o  G.  B.  Devon  Esq. 

Eton  Coll. 

Sunday  March  16. 
Dear  Aunt  Mary, 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  telling   me 

about  Susan.      I  was  very  glad  to  hear  the 

news  and  that  she  and  my  nephew  are  both 

going   on   all   right.      I   am   looking   forward 

to  making  his  acquaintance.      What  are  they 

going  to  call   the   young   man  1     I  think  if 

Susan  makes  me  responsible  for  his  sins  she 

ought  to  work  my  name  in  somewhere  :  besides 

Samuel   is   so   eminently   appropriate   for   an 

infant. 

I  shall  probably  be  seeing  you  if  you  are 

coming  back  to  town  this  week,  as  I  have  got 

leave   to   spend   next   Sunday   in   town   with 

Grandmama   on    my    way   up   to   Cambridge 

to  try  for  my  Scholarship  at  Trinity  Hall — 
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though  why  I  should  call  it  my  Scholarship 
when  I  havent  got  it  yet,  I  dont  know.  How- 
ever I  am  going  to  have  a  good  try,  and  have 
been  working  like  a  horse  for  it  all  this  half. 
Even  my  Tutor,  who  I  fancy  has  not  the  most 
lofty  opinion  of  me  as  a  scholar,  seems  to  recog- 
nise that,  as  that  is  why  he  has  given  me  leave 
for  Saturday,  so  as  to  allow  of  a  httle  break 
in  my  labours  before  actually  going  in  for  the 
exam.  We  might  do  a  play  if  you  feel  so 
incHned. 

We  had  a  big  turn  out  here  on  Thursday 
for  the  coming  home  of  the  Duke  of  Connaught 
and  his  bride.  We  had  a  holiday  for  the 
occasion  and  after  eleven  o'clock  absence  we 
all  went  up  to  the  Castle,  where  we  were  posted 
close  to  the  gate  to  cheer  the  bride  and  bride- 
groom as  they  came  in.  There  was  some 
talk  of  going  down  to  the  station  to  take  the 
horses  out  and  pull  them  up  the  hill,  but  it 
fell  through,  possibly  because  no  one  knew 
exactly  how  it  ought  to  be  done.      We  had 
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to  wait  a  long  time,  but  at  last  they  came,  and 
just  before  they  got  to  us,  old  Fox,  one  of  the 
Mathematical  Masters,  rushed  along  the  front 
of  our  line  shouting  out  at  the  top  of  his  voice 
"  Now  then  boys,  cheer  your  very  best  for  an 
extra  week,"  which  was  not  only  very  un- 
dignified for  one  of  his  age  and  figure,  but  to 
a  certain  extent  gave  the  whole  show  away. 
We  did  cheer  like  mad,  and  at  any  rate  mine 
was  quite  disinterested,  as  extra  weeks  dont 
matter  to  me  now,  worse  luck.  The  bride 
looked  awfully  pleased.  She  is  a  pretty  little 
thing,  and  quite  young,  hardly  more  than 
eighteen  or  nineteen  I  should  say.  The  bride- 
groom positively  beamed  all  over. 

CharUe  Shirburn  is  going  to  put  me  up  at 
Cambridge  so  if  you  have  any  socks  or  pocket- 
handkerchiefs,  or  any  other  of  those  useful 
articles  of  clothing  which  you  are  in  the  habit 
of  so  generously  bestowing  on  your  nephews 
to  send  him,  I  will  be  very  happy  to  take  charge 
of  them  for  you. 
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With  best  love  to  Susan  and  the  godson 
and  much  to  yourself 

Your  afFecate  nephew 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 


G.  B.  Devon's  Esq., 

Eton  College, 

April  9. 
Dearest  Susan, 

This  is  the  last  letter  you  will  ever  get 

from  me  from  Eton.      Tomorrow  morning  sees 

the  end  of  my  time  here,  and  the  place  that 

has  known  me  so  long  shall  know  me  no  more. 

I  can  tell  you  I  am  feeHng  pretty  low  about 

it,  and  this  evening,  after  I  had  been  to  say 

Goodbye  to  the  Head  and  get  my  leaving  book, 

I  don't  mind  confessing  to  you  that  when  I 

had  got  back  to  my  Tutor's,  I  simply  put  my 

head  down  on  the  table  and  cried  hke  a  child. 

If  it  had  been  possible  to  take  back  the  book 

to  the  Head  and  say  it  was  all  a  mistake  I 

really  think  I  would  have  done  it. 
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It  may  seem  very  petty,  and  all  that  sort 
of  thing,  but  I  must  own  that  with  the  natural 
regret  at  leaving  a  place  where  I  have  spent 
the  last  seven  years,  there  is  a  certain  amount 
of  something  like  irritation  mixed  at  the  idea 
of  everything  going  on  here  just  the  same 
when  I  have  gone.  I  suppose  everyone  has 
more  or  less  the  same  feeling  under  similar 
circumstances :  if  the  whole  thing  would 
bust  up  and  stop,  it  wouldn't  matter  so  much  : 
but  one's  personal  importance  is  ,not  sufficient 
to  bring  that  about. 

It  has  been  a  very  mournful  day  for  me. 
The  last  time  of  going  up  Chapel,  the  last  time 
of  going  into  school,  the  last  dinner ;  I  think 
a  very  little  would  have  set  me  off  at  any  mo- 
ment, but  fortunately  I  was  able  to  control 
myself  till  I  could  get  where  no  one  could  see 
me.  I  have  been  spending  a  good  part  of  the 
day  going  round  saying  Goodbye  to  my 
friends  among  the  Masters,  who  were  all  very 
nice  and  sympathetic,   and  wished   me  every 
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success  :  and  after  two  I  attended  a  meeting 
of  the  Literary  Society,  the  principal  business 
of  which  was  the  election  of  a  successor  to 
my  own  vacancy,  which  felt  to  me  very  hke 
the  reading  of  my  own  will.  I  went  to  take 
leave  of  the  Head  at  six  this  evening.  There 
were  not  many  fellows  to  take  leave,  and  1 
being  the  first  to  go  in,  I  suppose  the  Head 
had  not  got  screwed  up  to  quite  the  right 
pitch  for  the  ordeal.  Anyhow  he  seemed 
quite  as  nervous  as  I  was.  He  asked  me  what 
I  was  going  to  do,  and  when  I  told  him  I  was 
first  going  abroad  with  Father,  and  then  to 
Cambridge  in  October,  and  after  that  either 
to  the  Bar  or  into  the  Civil  Service,  he  said 
he  was  quite  sure  I  would  do  myself  credit  in 
all  these  circumstances.  I  couldn't  help 
smiling  almost  audibly  at  the  idea,  which 
would  come  into  my  head,  as  things  do  in 
church,  whether  he  would  have  said  the  same 
if  I  had  said  I  was  going  to  be  a  chimney  sweep, 
as   he   is   popularly   supposed   to   have   never 
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departed  from  the  formula.     I  believe,  however, 
I  have  the  unique  distinction  of  being  the  only 
Sixth  Form  fellow  whom  he  has  not  invited 
to  come  back  as  a  Master  :    but  I  suppose  he 
felt  he  must  draw  the  hne  somewhere.      Then 
he  suddenly  mentioned  that  he  had  a  book 
which  perhaps  I  might  like,  and  that  being 
one  of  the  main  purposes  of  my  visit,  of  course 
I   said  I   would   like  it.      Then  he  wrote  my 
name  in  it,  and  after  that  held  out  his  hand 
for  me  to  shake,  and  that  all  but  upset  me 
altogether,   as  it  really  meant  the  end  of  all 
things  :     and    besides    the    Head    has    always 
been  to  me  such  a  personification  of  all  that 
is  best  and  worthiest  to  be  lived  up  to  at  Eton, 
that  I  felt  as  if  I  were  going  adrift  more  than 
ever  in  parting  from  him.      Then   I  lost  my 
hat  and  I  had  to  hunt  for  it  about  the  room, 
which  rather  spoilt  the  effect  of  my  exit,  but 
I  at  last  got  out  of  the  room  somehow,  and 
came  back  to  my  Tutor's  to  work  off  my  feelings, 
as  I  have  said, 
o 
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I  dined  with  my  Tutor  this  evening  and  then 
we  had  a  business  meeting  of  the  Debating 
Society  to  elect  officers  for  next  half.  After 
that  I  finished  packing  and  I  am  just  writing 
this  before  going  to  bed.  And  so  ends  this 
chapter. 

I  will  come  and  stay  with  you  on  Monday   ^ 
week  if  I  may.     Love  to  Jack  and  the  kidhng, 
and  with  the  same  to  yourself, 
Yours  ever, 

Samuel  Oldham  Rivers. 
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